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Contentious issues in the GST 

 Keen on breaking the parliamentary deadlock over the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Bill, the NDA government 

is scouring the file notings made by the UPA Finance Ministers pertaining to the Bill to come up with solutions to 

the three objections of the Congress. 

 Setting up of a grievance redress mechanism is one of the three issues flagged by the Congress. The other two 

are a one percent cess on the manufacturing States and mentioning an 18 per cent cap on tax rates in the Bill 

itself. 

 The other two issues are more complex, but we are committed to a differentiated rate of tax for essential and 

luxury goods. 

 The mentioning of a tax rate cap in the Bill itself is a “non-negotiable” point, according to the government, since 

any tax incentive or change will have to go through a cumbersome parliamentary process. 

Maharastra amends laws to allow women to work at night 

 In a development that could create more employment opportunities and improve working conditions for women 

in factories and other sectors in Maharashtra, President Pranab Mukherjee gave his assent to a legislation that 

amends the Factories Act, 1948 allowing women to work night shifts from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m.. 

 Percentage of educated women is in- creasing, and there is need for more employment opportunities for them. 

 In July this year, the Maharashtra Assembly had passed the amendment to Section 66 of the Factories Act which 

prevented women from working night shifts. The Bill was sent to the President for his nod. 

President appeals for cleaning of minds 

 In yet another strong call for harmony and tolerance amid the raging debate on intolerance, President Pranab 

Mukherjee called for freeing “our public discourse from all forms of violence, physical as well as verbal.” 

 “ Real dirt of India lies not in our streets but in our minds and in our unwillingness to let go of views that divide 

society into ‘them’ and ‘us,’ ‘pure’ and ‘impure,’ he said, stressing Mahatma Gandhi’s vision of India as an 

inclusive nation with everyone being equal. 

 Underscoring the importance of an open society, Mr.Mukherjee said: “Only those who are confident of their 

conviction, secure in their faith and rooted in their culture can hope to live in an open house, an open society. If 

we close ourselves in, seek to be immune from other influences, it shows we are pre- pared to live in a house 

that is devoid of fresh breeze.” 

  

National Issue 
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Thirty years after the tragedy compensation still an illusion 

 Survivors of the Bhopal gas tragedy have claimed that the Union government is claiming less in compensation 

than what it did 30 years back. 

 While in 1985 the Indian government asked for $3.3 billion as compensation, it is now $1.2 billion in 2015, they 

claimed. 

 Union Carbide has paid only $470 million. The least the government should be asking for is $6.5 billion. But the 

curative petition only asks for 1.2 billion dollars. 

 In the last five years there has been just one hearing on the curative petition and the government has not moved 

a single application for urgent hearing on the matter. 

Centre convenes emergency meeting on T.N. floods 

 The National Crisis Management Committee (NCMC), headed by Cabinet Secretary P.K. Sinha, reviewed the 

flood situation in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Puducherry and assured them of all help. 

 Mr. Sinha took stock of the availability of foodgrains in Tamil Nadu and directed the Ministries of Food, 

Agriculture, Health, Telecommunication and others to provide all assistance to the State to deal with the flood 

situation in Chennai and nearby areas. 

 The government said it had already released Rs. 509 crore to Tamil Nadu from the State Disaster Relief Fund 

(SDRF). 

 Union Home Secretary Rajiv Mehrish had a separate meeting with senior officials of the Disaster Management 

Division and asked them to be in constant touch with the Tamil Nadu government. 

 The amphibious ship INS Airavat with six integral boats, 20 divers and equipment has set sail from 

Visakhapatnam and is expected to reach Chennai early. 

 The Navy helpline 044-25394240 is running rescue and evacuation. 

 

Centre provides 1000 crore more to Tamil Nadu 

 The Prime Minister agreed with the Chief Minister that the situation in Tamil Nadu was unprecedented and 

expressed concern at the seriousness of the situation. He said Chennai was a growth centre and any- thing that 

affected Tamil Nadu affected the whole country. 

 Nearly 3.25 lakh persons were rescued and evacuated in Chennai, Cuddalore, Tiruvallur and Kancheepuram 

districts as on Thursday. 

 Even as defence personnel and NDRF teams went all out to rescue people stranded without food and electricity 

for two days, the INS Rajali naval station was converted into a civilian air- port as the flooded Chennai airport is 

closed till Sunday. 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi undertook an aerial survey of the affected regions on Thursday and announced 

an additional Rs. 1,000-crore relief package. The Centre had earlier sanctioned Rs. 940 crore. 

GST bill might get the consensus 

 Of the three objections the Congress has on the Goods and Services Tax Bill, it is becoming increasingly clear 

that the Modi government is prepared to address two: it is willing to scrap the one per cent additional origin tax 

proposed to help manufacturing states make up the losses they may incur due to GST by promising to make up 

those losses for five years and set up a grievance redressal mechanism. 

 On the third, capping the GST, a committee headedby the government’s Chief Economic Advisor Arvind 

Subramanian is preparing a report that could be out this week. 

 Instead of one fixed GST rate, the government is exploring the possibility of going for a “tax band,” which can 

start at a low of 18 per cent and a high of 24 per cent. 

 The government feels that if there is a fixed rate in the constitutional amendment, any change in the future will 

be difficult. A tax band will ensure that any GST rate within it can be implemented. 

Illness can not be ground for divorce 

 In a humanitarian judgment, the Supreme Court held that divorce is invalid when a terminally-ill woman agrees 

to dissolve the marriage if her husband paid for her urgent and life-saving medical treatment. 

 The apex court laid down the law that a man cannot induce his terminally-ill Hindu wife to divorce him by 

promising to pay in alimony a sum that will cover the medical expenses required immediately to save her life. 

 The court held that it is the primary duty of a husband totake care of the health and safety of his wife. 

 The case dealt with a couple who agreed on divorce by mutual consent under the Hindu Marriage Act. The 

husband agreed to pay Rs. 12.5 lakh as a final settlement and alimony. 

Govt. Looking For Ways To Pass Gst 

 Armed With Chief Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian’s Report On The Revenue-neutral Rates For The 

Goods And Services Tax Regime, The National Democratic Alliance Government Will Initiate Fresh Talks With 

The Opposition. 

 The Decks Were Cleared For Political Consensus On The Goods And Services Tax (Gst) With 

Recommendations From A Committee Headed By Chief Economic Adviser Backing Three Of The Main 

Demands Of The Congress On The Pending Reform. 

 In A Report Submitted To Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, The Panel Recommend- Ed That The Government 

Drop The Proposed Additional One Per Cent Tax On Inter-state Sales Over And Above The Gst Rate A Key 

Congress Demand. 
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 The Committee Recommended A Two-rate Structure: The Lower Of These, It Suggest- Ed, Be Kept At 12 Per 

Cent And The Standard Rate, At Which Most Products Are Likely To Be Taxed, At 17-18 Per Cent. 

Delhi Will Have Alternate Odd-even System For Cars 

 In A Desperate Bid To Halve The Teeming Vehicular Population Of The National Capital, The Delhi Government 

Decided That Vehicles With Odd And Even Number Plates Would Be Allowed On Alternate Days Only From 

January 1, 2016. 

 Delhi Has More Than 87 Lakh Vehicles, Half Of Which Hit The Roads Every Day. 

 To Ensure That Commuters Are Not Put To Hardship, Delhi Metro Services Will Be Extended And School Buses 

Will Be Requisitioned Even As Efforts To Expand The Existing Fleet Of The Delhi Transport Corporation (Dtc) 

Were Underway. 

 Emergency Vehicles Such As Ambulances Will Be Out Of The Purview Of The Scheme. Commercial Vehicles 

Will Be Permitted To Enter The Capital Only Around After 10 P.M Instead Of The Current Deadline Of 9 P.M. 

US launch orders in PSLV kitty 

 Two more US satellite launch contracts have come the way of ISRO’s PSLV rocket, this time from commercial 

weather satellite company PlanetiQ. 

 PlanetiQ, the Maryland based commercial weather satellites operator, recently signed a deal with Antrix 

Corporation, ISRO’s marketing arm, for launching its first two weather satellites. Its final fleet totally will have 12 

to 18 satellites. 

 The two spacecraft, just 10 kg each and carrying a special sensor to glean weather data globally, are planned 

to be put in space in the last quarter of 2016 as secondary passengers of a PSLV 

 Until about a year ago, US satellite operators could not conceive of launching from India because of a 

longstanding US policy bar. In recent years, established US launch companies have moved on to lifting far 

heavier satellites [ten tonnes and beyond], leaving a demand for launchers that can put smaller satellites in 

space. 

 In September, US operator Spire Global became the PSLV’s first US customer by getting four 4-kg-each Lemur 

satellites from Sriharikota. Antrix, which has won around 55 foreign launch orders to date, a bulk of them small 

ones 

Supreme Court agrees with Odd Even Formula 

 After being pulled up by the Delhi High Court and the National Green Tribunal for the worsening air pollution in 

the Capital, theDelhi government got a breather with none other thanChief Justice of India T.S.Thakur for odd-

even formula” of car use 
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 Chief Justice Thakur’s Bench is hearing a suo motu litigation requiring commercial vehicles plying throughDelhi 

to pay environmentalcompensation cess along with entry toll charges. However,the case recently reached aroad 

block when the private toll contractor employed by the Municipal Corporation ofDelhi objected to the Supreme 

Court order, saying that he instead would want to opt out of the toll contract itself. 

Sushma Swaraj heads to Pak 

 In the first visit by a Cabinet Minister of  the Modi Government to Pakistan, External Affairs Minister Sushma 

Swaraj will travel to Islamabad on Tuesday to attend an Afghanistan conference, and meet Pakistan Prime 

Minister  Nawaz Sharif and her counterpart Sartaj Aziz. 

 The Ministerwill lead India’s delegation at the ‘Heart of Asia’ conference which will include Foreign Secretary S. 

Jaishankar. “The deadlock in India-Pakistan ties has ended to some extent,” Mr. Aziz said 

Exemption for women from odd even formula 

 Taken into account the safety issues for women who drive,  so  they  will not be included in this formula. It will 

mean that all women drivers, even those who are driving cars registered under someone else’s name, will not 

be stopped 

 The Aam Aadmi Party government had announced this move in December, after coming under fire from the High 

Court, which said living in Delhi was like living in a gas chamber. 

 Air quality in the Capital has been very poor this year, with it only expected to get worse as temperatures dip. 

Delhi Govt comes up with details of odd-even formula 

  First phase of plan from January 1-15, impact of first phase will decide its extension. 

 Vehicles ending with odd number to run on dates starting with odd number similarly for even number. 

 This will be applicable only between 8 am to 8 pm and Sunday's will be free for all. 

 1000 more buses will be put on roads to check the extra traffic. 

Difference between Kerala and Tamil Nadu over Mullaperiyar 
dam 

 As heavy rain brought the water level in the Mullaperiyar dam closer to the permissible limit of 142 feet, the 

Kerala government is preparing to move the Supreme Court against Tamil Nadu for the failure to comply with 

dam safety regulations. 

 Three spillway shutters of the Mullaperiyar dam were lifted by half a foot following a surge in inflow. 

 The water level was 141.78 ft at 5 p.m. on Tuesday. Against an inflow of 2,600 cusecs, Tamil Nadu drew 2,000 

cusecs while 600 cusecs were released into the Idukki reservoir through the Periyar river. 
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Forest survey of India report 2015 

 As the crucial COP 21 climate negotiations go on in Paris, there is something for the coastal ecosystem in India 

to cheer about. 

 The latest report of the Forest Survey of India (FSI), 2015 released in the first week of December has recorded 

a net increase of 112 sq. km. of mangroves forest — one of the regions most vulnerable to climate change. 

 The earlier FSI report in 2013 recorded a net decrease of 34 sq. km. of mangrove forest. 

 According to the latest report, the overall mangrove cover in the country stands at 4,740 sq. km., which is 0.14 

sq. km. of India’s overall geographical area. 

 In fact, there are only 12 States and Union Territories along the country’s coastline that can boast of mangroves. 

 West Bengal, which has a total mangrove cover of 2,106 sq. km., accounts for 44.5 per cent, the highest in the 

country. It is followed by Gujarat with about 1,107 sq. km. 

 Andaman and Nicobar islands also has a considerable mangrove forest cover with 617 sq. km. of it. 

 As per the report, the very dense mangrove forest in the country comprises 1,472 sq. km. (31.05 per cent), 

moderately dense mangrove spans 1,391 sq. km (29.75 per cent) and open mangroves constitute 1,877 sq. km. 

(39.60 per cent). 

India and Pakistan to resume talks 

 Seven years after the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, India and Pakistan have agreed to resume struc-tured dialogue. 

 India and Pakistan have decided to restart the Comprehensive Bilateral Dialogue. The dialogue that was earlier 

known as Composite Dialogue and later on as Resumed Dialogue willnow be known as the Comprehensive 

Bilateral Dialogue 

 If its taken along with FS Jaishankar’s visit to Islamabad, then the Ufa meeting, it is the third attempt by the Modi 

government to reachout to Pakistan 

TAPI Project 

 India and Pakistan will participate in another ground breaking event at the highest levels. 

 Vice President Hamid Ansari will travel to Ashgabat from December 11-13 for the inauguration of the $10 billion 

Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India pipeline (TAPI) project 

 The inauguration will take place on December 13, with all three leaders hosted by Turkmen President Gurbanguly 

Berdymuhamedov. 

 While the TAPI project has been discussed by Turkmenistan, which has the world’s fourth largest reserves of 

natural gas, since 1995, India only joined the project formally in 2008. The project has been stalled over the 

years over gas price negotiations, transit fees, and the problems of security in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
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 Calling TAPI “the most significant initiative in our relationship,” Mr. Modi had said it could “transform regional 

economic cooperation and bring prosperity along the route.” 

 Unless the security situation in Afghanistan is stable, this project won’t work. Particularly with the splitting of 

Taliban, rise of the ISIS, and the government’s inability to exert control in the western and southern parts, which 

does not look likely to be resolved anytime soon 

 The TAPI pipeline is expected to be completed by 2020, although operationalisation could take a few years more, 

and is expected to transport about 90 million standard cubic meters of gas per day. India’s share of 38 mmscmd 

would account for about 25% of its current gas requirements. The 1800km pipeline project contract would provide 

energy to Afghanistan, Pakistan and India for 30 years, with Turkmengaz extracting the natural gas at a shared 

cost from the Galkynysh field, the world’s second-largest reservoir of natural gas. 

Restriction in Haryana panchayat elections upheld by SC 

 In what may be a precedent preventing illiterate persons from participating in grass roots democracy, the 

Supreme Court upheld a Haryana State law mandating that only those having “minimum” educational 

qualifications will be eligible to contest panchayat elections in the State. 

 The other grounds for disqualification from contesting polls under the Haryana Panchayati Raj (Amendment) Act, 

2015 are failure to pay arrears to any primary agriculture co-operative society or agriculture co-operative banks, 

failure to pay electricity bill arrears and not having a functional toilet at home. 

 The “minimum” education required for eligibility to contest in a panchayat election is completion of matriculation 

in case of general candidates; completion of Class 8 for a woman candidate or a candidate belonging to 

Scheduled 

 Caste; and completion of Class 5 pass for a Scheduled Caste woman candidate con- testing for the post of 

‘Panch’. 

 The law leaves 68 per cent of the Scheduled Caste women and 41 per cent of the Scheduled Caste men in 

Haryana ineligible to contest panchayat elections. 

 The judgment may become a rallying point for other States also to amend their laws in the same fashion. 

Kerala became the first digital state 

 Kerala is expected to be declared the first digital State in the country shortly, on the strength of its digital 

infrastructure and e-governance initiatives. 

 State had succeeded in leveraging ICT for economic growth and making government services affordable and 

accessible for the masses. 

 several initiatives were taken by the state under the Digital Kerala programme. 

 The high mobile and Internet penetration and the increasing use of smart phones had hastened the evolution of 

Kerala as a digital society. 
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Malnutrition refusing to come down in India 

 The latest data show that 39 per cent of children under five in India are short for their age (stunted). 

 The two States that had the worst stunting rates in 2005-06 — Uttar Pradesh and Bihar — have made the least 

progress over the 2005-2014 period, noted the Global Nutrition Report, the first of its kind to be released. The 

global rate is 24 per cent. 

 The India Health Report (IHR), 2015, offers a critical analysis of nutrition at the national and State levels. The 

IHR compared nutrition levels among children in 28 States and Delhi. 

 We focussed on the topic of child stunting and malnutrition, given its magnitude and persistence in our country. 

 Even with recent impressive improvements, India’s stunting problem represents the largest loss of human 

potential in any country in human history. 

 The GNR notes an increase in the number of countries on track to meet global nutrition targets, and encourages 

countries to establish specific and time-bound targets for malnutrition reduction that are consistent with the new 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

 National targets should help accelerate progress and promote accountability. 

 While the GNR points to India’s improved performance in reducing its high burden of malnutrition, both re- ports 

conclude that this improvement should be much more rapid. 

Congress stalling RS for National Herald 

 With the BJP ready-ing a booklet titled ‘National Herald Family Greed and National Blackmail' to pro-vide its 

members of Parliament and organisational leaders points to attack the Congress, no breakthrough to the 

deadlock in the Rajya Sabha is in sight. 

 Congress members repeatedly disrupted the Upper House again on Friday alleging “political vendetta” in the 

National Herald case even as informal talks continue on the crucial Goods and Services Tax Bill, the fate of 

which is linked to whether the House functions. 

 political positions remain polarised since the National Herald controversy came up. 

Indo-Pak foreign secretary meet will happen in Jan 

 The foreign secretaries of Pakistan and India will meet next month in Delhi to work out the details of the newly-

announced comprehensive bilateral dialogue after the two countries decided to reengage. 

 Pakistan Prime Minister's Advisor on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz, while making a statement in Parliament, said 

the secretaries will decide on the modalities and schedule. 

Difference between Kerala and Tamil Nadu over Mullaperiyar 
continues 
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 Kerala has invoked the “precautionary principle” in the light of extreme rainfall witnessed in certain parts of the 

country, including Chennai, to present its case for the construction of a new dam in place of the centuries-old 

Mullaperiyar dam, besides seeking a review of its hydrological safety by a panel of international and national 

experts. 

 Apart from the usual issues related to the safety of the dam and the concerns of people living downstream, the 

State has contended that the precautionary principle war- rants risk prevention through proactive measures 

against specific environment or safety risk. 

 The State has also asked for resuming the clearance for environment impact assessment for the new dam, which 

had been revoked in December 2014. 

Home minister calls for concerted action 

 Home minister said the serious challenge the country is facing from Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) has to be 

countered by the States collectively and effectively. 

 Stressing the importance of cooperative federalism, the Minister said the institutions of Zonal Councils and Inter- 

State Council had immense potential to resolve a slew of nagging problems between the Centre and the States 

and also among the States through healthy discussions. 

 The council discussed is- sues like coastal security, pen- insular region industrial corridor, introduction of 

peninsular tourism trains, co- ordinated and uniform approach in granting industrial incentives, finalising the 

interstate reciprocal transport agreement. 

 Curbing the excess use of pesticides and ripening agents on fruits and vegetables, maintaining uniform 

standards in the courses f nursing and allied health services and power transmission lines were also discussed. 

PM Modi and Japanese PM Abe perform Ganga Aarti at Varanasi 

 Patrons swear they have never seen such a spruced up Dashaswamedh Ghat in a long time. 

 The occasion was historic as the Prime Ministers of two nations came together to witness the finest ritual that 

Varanasi has to ofer. 

 Sanskrit mantras reverberated at the venue, illuminated by LED lights. The shikaras of the temples glowed with 

different coloured light under the shade of flowers. 

 The festive atmosphere belied the heavy deployment of security forces, including central paramilitary forces and 

navy personnel at the venue. 

 The visit comes in the backdrop of the Partner City Agreement between Kyoto and Varanasi signed by the two 

leaders during Mr. Mo- di’s trip to Japan last August. 

 An 11-member Steering Committee was also formed to assist in the modernization of Varanasi, though 

upgradation of water management and sewage facilities, waste management and urban transportation, using 

Japan’s expertise and technologies. 
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Future of earth is secured after paris deal feels world leaders 

 U.S. President Barack Obama said it is a big step forward in securing the planet for future generations and said 

the agreement showed what was possible when nations stood together. 

 Paris pact agreement represents the best chance we've had to save the one planet we've got. I believe this 

moment can be a turning point for the world,” he said. 

 As a result of the climate agreement, we can be more confident the earth will be in better shape. 

 The agreement represents “a huge step forward in securing the future of the planet,” British Prime Minister David 

Cameron said, adding that it showed what “unity, ambition and perseverance can do.” 

EPFO increases its ranking in pension funds across world 

 The retirement savings managed and overseen by the Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) are set 

to cross the Rs.10 lakh-crore mark this month, making it the eleventh largest pension fund in the world 

 EPFO is al-ready India's second largest non-banking financial institution with only Life Insurance Corporation of 

India having a bigger kitty. 

 Globally, pension funds are one of the largest pools of capital with a long-term horizon for investments. The 300 

largest pension funds in the world together had over 15 trillion dollars under management in 2014, rising by 3 

per cent from a year ago, according to a re-cent report by Towers Watson, a consulting firm 

 After years of resistance, EPFO started investing in equities this year. It has al-ready invested over Rs3,200 

crore in the stock mar-ket. While the Union Finance Ministry has allowed non-government provident funds to 

invest up to 15 per cent of their fresh accretions into equities, the EPFO has decided to make a cautious start, 

allocating 5 per cent of its net inflows into stocks. 

Big boost for sustainability of Eastern Ghats 

 In a major boost to the sustainable development of the Eastern Ghats, with special focus on its fragile 

environment, the United Nations University has sanctioned a Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) to Tirupati. 

 The RCE- Tirupati will be part of the Foundation for Environmentally Sustainable Development with Focus on 

health, education, awareness and livelihoods, which will have RamamurthiRallapalli, formerly Vice-Chancellor of 

Sri Venkateswara University, as its Chairman. 

 The project was cleared by Ubuntu Alliance of twelve agencies, including the UNESCO, the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations University and the World Conservation Union (WCU) 

 Out of the 127 RCEs spread across the globe, there are only five in India viz., the RCE-Srinagar, working on 

western Himalayas, the RCE-Guwahati on Eastern Himalayas, the RCE-Chandigarh on wetland ecosystems, 
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the RCE-TERI (Goa) on Youth empowerment and energy and the RCE-Kodagu on traditional knowledge and 

tribal communities of Western Ghats. 

 The RCE- Tirupati will work on a mix of features like Eastern Ghats, coastal communities, marine ecosystem 

and biodiversity 

 The centre aims at capacity building in target groups such as schools and colleges and creating awareness 

among the forest, tribal and coastal communities on the importance of bio-resources, their judicious use and 

conservation, focus on ecotourism by providing livelihood for forest fringe dwellers and marine coastal 

communities, making development and management sustainable 

Very less chance that GST will go through in this session 

 Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley on Monday said the winter session of Parliament, which had started with 

much promise of a détente between the Government and the Opposition, was “threatened with a washout.” 

 He also said “The last session of Parliament did not function. The current session is also threatened with a 

washout. The reasons for the washout of the current session keep changing by the hour,”. 

 The Congress, which had appeared to be thawing on the GST issue at the beginning of the session, continued 

its aggressive stance against the government, from the day a Delhi court refused to exempt Congress president 

Sonia Gandhi and vice-president Rahul Gandhi from personal appearance in the National Herald case. 

General B.K. Loshali sacked 

 Coast Guard Deputy Inspector General B.K. Loshali, who was facing an inquiry for publicly contradicting the 

government over the sinking of a Pakistani ship off the Gujarat coast on New Year’s Eve, has been dismissed. 

 He was dismissed after the Board of Inquiry found him guilty of all charges on Saturday. The inquiry was 

conducted by a panel of senior Deputy Inspector General (DIG) rank officers for over three months. 

Uttar Pradesh still tense after comments from leaders 

 A fresh wave of tension has swept over western Uttar Pradesh following a series of mass protests by Muslims 

against alleged comments by Hindu Mahasabha leader Kamlesh Tiwari. 

 The spectacle of over a lakh of protesters demanding the hanging of the Hindutva activist for his objectionable 

statement against the Prophet, has provoked widespread anger and heightened tensions in the communally 

sensitive region. 

 Prominent farmers and political leaders of western U.P. who are seen as close to the BJP, have taken exception 

to the large protests. 

 Tiwari was arrested by the State police over a week back after his statement. He had made an “objectionable” 

statement in response to the SP leader Azam Khan calling RSS workers “homosexual”. 
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Ban likely on diesel SUVs 

 In a decision that may hit the affluent and urban upper-middle class of Delhi hard, the Supreme Court said on 

Monday that the rich can- not go around in SUVs polluting the environment. 

 It gave a positive indication that it would order a ban on register- ing diesel SUVs and luxury cars with an engine 

capacity of over 2000 CC. 

 A Bench of Chief Justice of India T.S. Thakur and JusticesA.K. Sikri and R. Banumathi said it would pass the 

order on December 16, the last working day for the apex court before it closes for the Christmas holidays. 

WTO conference began in Nairobi 

 The World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) first Ministerial Conference in Africa began here with leaders from the 

continent and the WTO chief Roberto Azevedo exhorting the 162 member countries to be inspired by 195 nations 

recently inking the ‘historic’ Paris agreement on measures to curb global warming, and reach a similarly ambitious 

pact in a few days to liberalise world trade for lifting millions of people out of poverty. 

 The ministerial conference (the WTO’s highest decision- making body) is taking place in the Kenyan capital at a 

time when the global trade body is celebrating its 20th anniversary, but in the backdrop of sluggish world trade 

and tepid global economic growth. 

 However, persisting deep differences between the developed and the developing world on market opening 

commitments and their entrenched positions are expected to make the job of the Ministers difficult in reaching a 

consensus, especially to remove the distortions in world trade. 

 Developed countries, citing the slow progress of the ongoing Doha Round negotiations (which began in 2001), 

want the Round to be either brought to an end during this ministerial conference, or its ambit to be expanded by 

including ‘new’ issues of their interest and what they call are the latest challenges facing global trade. 

 These include global value chains, e-commerce, labour, environment, competition policies, investment pacts and 

state-owned enterprises. 

 However, developing countries including India want elements of their interest — including protection of the 

interests of poor farmers and a permanent solution for the issue of public stock-holding for food security purposes 

— to be addressed on a priority basis. 

Office of Principle secretary of Delhi raided by CBI 

 A Central Bureau of Investigation raid on the secretariat of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal triggered a political 

storm, with a united opposition accusing the Narendra Modi government of political vendetta using the CBI. 

 Following the raid, the Delhi CM was locked out of his office for the day. The CBI and the Centre dismissed the 

allegations. 
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 Reports from certain quarters regarding search at the office of Chief Minister, Delhi, are baseless. CBI 

emphatically denies having searched the office of CM, Delhi. 

 False propaganda should not be used to impede our investigation. The CBI spokesperson said in a statement. 

 According to indications emerging from the CBI, the agency may seek custodial interrogation of the accused IAS 

official Rajender Kumar. 

Finance panel: ‘no negative impact on social sector 
expenditure’ 

 Chairperson of the14thFinance Commission Y.V. Reddy felt that devolution of more tax revenue to the States 

need not necessarily mean decreased spending on the social sector. 

 On the contrary, the States’ share has constituted over 80 per cent of the combined expenditure on social sector 

by the Union and the State governments for the last 25 years. 

 Delivering a talk on the topic ‘14thFinance Commission and its implications for the State finances with special 

focus on social sector expenditure,’ hosted by Centre for Economic and Social Studies, Mr.Reddy said despite 

the recent phenomenon of spending through the Centrally-sponsored schemes in social sector, the States’ share 

has remained significantly high. 

 As per the Indian Public Fi- nance Statistics, the States’ contribution to the combined social sector spending in 

1990-91 amounted to 84 per cent, while in the year 2013-14, the same stood at 80 per cent. 

 Providing sector-wise statistics for 2014-15, Mr.Reddy underlined the fact that share of the States in combined 

social sector spending remained even higher at 90.32 per cent. 

 When calculated against the net of Central transfers, the States’ spending still constituted 70.78 per cent of the 

total. 

UP government brought land reforms 

 Dalits in Uttar Pradesh would soon be able to sell their land to non-Dalits without the approval of the 

administration. 

 This comes into being after Governor Ram Naik on Tues- day gave his consent to the Revenue Code 

(Amendment) Ordinance proposed by the Samajwadi government. Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav’s Cabinet had 

passed the ordinance last month but the Governor had withheld approval. 

 The ordinance would bring radical changes in prevailing revenue laws dating to the British era, speeding up 

disposal of litigations in rural areas over land ownership. 

 It also contains a contentious clause regarding Dalits, which has led to the BSP gunning for the SP. 

 The ordinance will allow Dalits to sell their land to non- Dalits even if their remaining holding is less than 3.5 

acres. The existing land revenue laws did not allow them to sell their land to OBCs and UpperCastes if their 

remaining land was less than 3.5 acres. 
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Leaving aside GST government wants to pass other bills 

 After more than two weeks of trying to mollify and co-opt the Congress into helping it clear the Goods and 

Services Tax Bill, 2014, the government appeared to have turned a corner in its strategy and has decided to try 

and push other Bills. 

 Next strategy will be drawn after December 19, the day Congress president Sonia Gandhi and vice-president 

Rahul Gandhi will appear before a Delhi court in the National Herald case. 

 In the Rajya Sabha, where the Treasury does not enjoy a majority, the government countered the Congress’s 

protests by moving the SC/ ST Bill that made provisions for stricter punishment in case of atrocities against them. 

Government wants Juvenile committing heinous crimes to be 
tried as adults 

 Union Minister for Women and Child Development Maneka Gandhi feels the intelligence reports of a “Kashmiri 

militant” radicalising the juvenile accused in the Delhi gang rape in a correctional home vindicates her stand that 

law should treat as adults those aged 16- 18 accused of heinous crimes. 

 Criticising the delay in the passage of the Bill in the Ra- jya Sabha after it was passed by the Lok Sabha, she 

said: “It’s really shameful of the Rajya Sabha that they don’t let this pass”. 

 This has been lying in the Rajya Sabha for over a year now. In the meantime, crime in this segment of 16-18 has 

become the largest amount of crime. 

 And the victims of this group are only children. How can we protect those seven-year-olds and three- year-olds 

and four-year- olds. 

Due to lack of consensus SC appointed Lokayukta 

 Annoyed with the lack of consensus among constitutional authorities in Uttar Pradesh, the Supreme Court on 

Wednesday invoked its extraordinary powers to assume authority and appoint the State’s Lokayukta. 

 In a rare display of flexing its extraordinary powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to enforce its own orders 

in order to do “complete justice”, the Supreme Court for the first time in its history appointed a Lokayukta after 

slamming the “failure” of the constitutional authorities of the State to comply with its orders. 

 A Bench headed by Justice Ranjan Gogoi appointed for- mer high court judge Justice Virendra Singh as Uttar 

Pradesh’s Lokayukta after ex- pressing its annoyance at how the U.P. government failed to meet the Supreme 

Court deadline. 

PSLV C-29 launched six satellites 

 ISRO launched six Singapore satellite in PSLV C-29, this was the fourth stage of PSLV rocket. 
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 The test to restart the fourth stage of the PSLV rocket would help the country in its future launches while 

attempting to launch multiple satellites in different orbits. 

 According to IS- RO chairman A.S. Kiran Ku- mar, “The four second firing test is a success. This test will help 

when we launch multiple satellites with a single rocket but want to place them in different orbits. 

 ISRO’s PSLV C-29 rocket lifted of from the first launch pad of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre here and in 

about 21 minutes, it placed all six Singapore satellites in the intended or- bit before it commenced its ‘coasting’ 

to prepare for the test. 

 Besides the primary payload 400-kg weighing TeLEOS-1 - Earth observation satellite, ISRO placed in orbit VE- 

LOX-CI (123 kg) micro-satellite, VELOX-II (13 kg) 6U- Cubesat technology demonstrator, Athenoxat-1 nano-

satellite; Kent Ridge-1 (78 kg) micro-satellite and Galassia (3.4 kg) 2U-Cubesat. 

 All the six Singapore satellites were put into orbit some 21 minutes after the lift-of at an altitude of 550 km. 

Defence minister says India ready to join fight against IS 

 India is willing to participate in military operations against the Islamic State (IS) if it is a United Nations-sanctioned 

operation carried out under the U.N. flag, Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar said in the first formal response of 

the Narendra Modi government on the issue. 

 India is one of the most active participants in U.N. peacekeeping operations around the world, but it prefers to 

participate in peacekeeping missions rather than peace enforcements. 

 Despite the traditional preference for peacekeeping, India has lost 157 soldiers in U.N. operations until now. 

 In 2003, despite intense pressure and a U.N. resolution approving peacekeeping operations, India did not send 

troops to Iraq after Sad- dam Hussein was toppled by a U.S.-led coalition. 

 Since the terror attacks in Paris by IS supporters, the global community has scram- bled to defeat the outfit 

militarily and also find ways to cut of funding to terrorist organisations. 

Rural landholding almost halved over 20 years 

 The average rural Indian household is a marginal landowner, growing mainly cereals on a small patch of land 

and reliant on groundwater for irrigation. 

 Over 80 per cent of rural households have marginal landholdings of less than one hectare (10,000 square metres) 

and just seven per cent own more than two hec- tares, data on household land ownership from the National 

Sample Survey Office show. 

 Tribal people are over-represented among the landless, Scheduled Castes among marginal land-owners, and 

forward castes among medium and large landholders, the data show. 

 Across the country, in every State, landholdings have decreased in size, almost halving in the last 20 years; in 

1992, the average rural house- hold was a small landholder with over one hectare of land, as compared with a 

marginal land-holder as of 2013 with 0.59 hectares of land. 
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 Migration is relatively rare among agricultural households, but is highest among households with marginal 

landholdings unable to provide the family much income; over 75 per cent of all migrants come from marginal 

landowning households. 

World Bank gives big loan to Clean India drive 

 To help India ensure that all its citizens in rural areas have access to improved sanitation to end open defecation 

by 2019, the World Bank has approved a $1.5-billion loan for a support operation project of Swachh Bharat, a 

sanitation campaign launched by the Union government.. 

 This will support SBM- Gramin, the rural component of the campaign, over five years with a programme which 

links funds to the results. 

 World Bank data show that of the 2.4 billion people who lack access to improved sanitation worldwide, over 750 

million live in India, 80 per cent of them in rural areas. 

 More than 500 million of India’s rural population continue to defecate in the open, suffering from preventable 

deaths, illness, stunting, harassment and economic losses. 

Future Androids versions might be named after Indian desserts 

 An Android version named 'Nankhatai' Google CEO Sundar Pichai thinks it is not a bad idea. After naming its 

Android versions lollipop, kit-kat, ice-cream sandwich and jellybean, Google might name the future generation of 

Androids after the names of Indian desserts 

Borra caves 

 If the Survey and Construction (S&C) team of the Dandakaranya Balangir Kiriburu (DBK) Railway had not 

stumbled upon them, the Borra caves would not have become a major tourist attraction over the last four 

decades. 

 Though the caves, believed to be 150 million years old, were discovered by the British geologist William King in 

1887, it was only after the construction of the DBK railway line, which then had its headquarters at 

Visakhapatnam, and the Borra railway station, that they gained immense popularity. 

 The 450 km-long K-K (Kothavalasa-Kirandul) line was constructed between 1960 and 1968 with Japanese 

financial aid mainly for transportation of iron ore from the Bailadila mines to the Visakhapatnam Port for export 

to Japan. 

10th WTO Ministerial Conference- Nairobi 

 On the penultimate day of the Nairobi meet of the WTO, there was still no deal in sight to liberalise global trade. 

 India and other developing countries rejected the language in another draft text on the final Nairobi Ministerial 

Declaration. 
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 Expressing “severe reservations” about the draft declaration on agriculture, India and the developing world have 

pointed out that it has not taken on board their demands , that they be given an effective tool to protect poor 

farmers' interests without any conditionality, and that the text mention a short deadline (of December 2016 or 

latest by December 2017) for arriving at a permanent solution for the issue of public stockholding for food security 

purposes. 

 As per the agriculture draft, the developing nations’ demand for an SSM (Special Safeguard Mechanism) would 

be accepted on the condition that these nations grant greater market access to farm goods through reduced 

tariffs. 

 The SSM will allow developing countries to temporarily hike duties to counter import surges and price falls of 

farm products. 

 India has said that an instrument similar to SSM is already available to a select few countries (mostly the 

developed countries) for over two decades, and therefore, the demand for SSM was reasonable and pragmatic. 

 The draft has taken note that the 'peace clause' -- as agreed during the 2013 Bali Ministerial Declaration and 

later made clear by the WTO General Council decision in November 2014 -- shall remain in force until a 

permanent solution in this regard is agreed and adopted 

 With this indefinite peace clause, the WTO member countries cannot challenge the agriculture subsidies given 

by nations saying they violate the provisions of the WTO norms. 

‘Made Snana’ in Udupi 

 The controversial ritual ‘Made Snana’ was performed by devotees at Subrahmanya shrine in Sri Krishna Mutt 

complex during Subrahmanya Shashti festivities 

 Made Snana is a practice where devotees roll on plantain leaves with food leftovers of Brahmins 

Set up for Constitutional Assembly- Sri Lanka 

 Sri Lanka’s President Maithripala Sirisena , Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe will move a resolution in 

Parliament for converting the House into a ‘Constitutional Assembly’ (CA). This is to start the process of drafting 

a Constitution to replace the current one, in place since 1978. 

 The proposed Assembly would seek the views and advice of the people on a fresh Constitution and prepare a 

draft Constitution. Once Parliament adopts the Bill with a two-thirds majority, it will be sent to Provincial Councils 

for opinion and eventually be tested through a referendum. 

 A survey conducted by the Centre for Policy Alternatives during the period of October-December revealed that 

53.4 per cent of Sri Lankans agreed that the Constitution needed to be changed to produce a political solution 

to the ethnic problem as compared to 39.9 per cent two years ago 

Inadequacies in juvenile law questioned by social activists 
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 The juvenile convict in the December 16, 2012 Nirbhaya gang rape case moved closer to freedom after the Delhi 

High Court refused to stop his release on his completing the three-year sentence. 

 The court cited existing provisions of the law while holding that no direction could be issued to prolong his stay 

in the observation home beyond Sunday. 

 The maximum stay that could be directed in the observation home under Section 15 (1) of the Juvenile Justice 

(Care and Protection of Children) Act was three years. The juvenile, now an adult, will be completing three years 

on December 20. 

 However, the Bench, directed the Juvenile Justice (JJ) Board of Delhi to interact with the juvenile, his parents 

and guardians and the Delhi government’s Women and Child Development Department officials for his post-

release rehabilitation and “social mainstreaming.” 

 For this, the JJ Board, which had sentenced the juvenile to three years’ detention, will pass appropriate orders 

in accordance with the provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act and Rules. 

 The victim’s mother Asha Devi said: “Despite all our efforts for three years, our government and our courts have 

released a criminal. The assurance we were given that we would get justice has not been delivered. The fight is 

not over. We are shattered.” 

Use of polythene banned in U.P. 

 Seeking to make Uttar Pradesh environemt-friendly, the Uttar Pradesh government on Friday decided to enforce 

the ban on the use of polythene across the State. 

 Earlier this month the Allahabad High Court’s gave direction to prohibit its use. 

No complete liquor ban in Bihar 

 In its new liquor policy, the government has decided to ban desi [country] liquor in the first phase from April 1, 

and foreign liquor [IMFL] in the second phase from September-October. 

 On November 26, in keeping with his poll promise, Chief Minister Nitish Kumar declared that there would be a 

total ban on the sale and consumption of liquor from the next fiscal. 

 The administration expressed its inability to implement a total ban citing “lack of manpower.” 

Army helicopter’ not up to mark says CAG 

 Repeated failure of the government to modernise the Army’s helicopter fleet has resulted in the Army Aviation 

Corps facing a 32 per cent deficiency in its authorised fleet strength, while about 52 per cent of the existing fleet 

is more than 30 years old, the Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG) has said. 

 The corps currently operates 126 Cheetah, 55 Chetak and 65 indigenously built advanced light helicopter Dhruv 

for multi-purpose and utility roles. 
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 While the Cheetah and Chetaks are ageing platforms, in need of replacement, the low production rate of Dhruv’s, 

eight a year, by Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) is limiting their induction in large numbers. It is yet to induct 

the armed Dhruv variants two years after the unit has been raised. 

Congress president and Vice President gets bail in National 
Herald 

 A Delhi court on Saturday granted unconditional bail to Congress president Sonia Gandhi and vice-president 

Rahul Gandhi in the National Herald case of cheating and misappropriation. 

 Senior Congress leaders P. Chidambaram, Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand Sharma, Ambika Soni, Mani Shankar 

Aiyar and Salman Khurshid stood behind Ms. Gandhi. 

 The court also granted bail to the other accused — Congress general secretary Oscar Fernandes, treasurer 

Motilal Vora and the Gandhi family loyalist Suman Du- bey — on the same terms and conditions. 

Complexities in UP Lokayukta appointment 

 In a dramatic twist 24 hours before Justice (re- tired) Virendra Singh is scheduled to swear in for an eight-year 

term as the Uttar Pradesh Lokayukta, the controversy over his candidature refused to die down 

 The petition, filed by Lucknow resident and journalist Sachchidanand Gupta through advocate Kamini Jaiswal, 

alleged that the Akhilesh Yadav government placed “incorrect facts” to compel the Supreme Court on December 

16 to exercise its rare, extraordinary powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to appoint Justice Singh, 

considered close to Samajvadi Party leader Mulayam Singh Yadav’s family, as the anti-corruption ombudsman. 

 The name of Justice (retd.) Virendra Singh was objected to by the Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court after 

which his name was dropped, and the Chief Minister had assured him that the name would not be pursued 

further. 

UP latest state to join scheme for power discoms 

 The Centre’s UDAY scheme for reforming debt-laden state electricity distribution companies or discoms is 

gaining traction, with Uttar Pradesh becoming the twelfth State to become part of the scheme. 

 The State cabinet approved bringing the virtually bankrupt state-electricity utility, burdened with outstanding 

arrears of about Rs 32,000 crore, under the Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana (Uday). 

 With the State coming on board, nearly 40% of the total debt stress of State distribution companies or discoms 

is now part of the restructuring program that aims to reduce their interest burden and aggregate technical and 

commercial or AT&C losses, while lowering the cost of power. 

 As part of the scheme, States are required to take over 75 per cent of discoms’ debt as on 30th September, 

2015, and shift it to their own balance sheet in two years without triggering their fiscal deficit thresholds. 

 States are also required to bring their AT&C losses down to 15% from the present level by 2018-19. 
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Nirbhaya case accused freed 

 The youngest convict in the December 16 gang rape was released on Sunday and has now been moved to the 

care and protection of an NGO at an undisclosed location. 

 The release of the youth comes even as Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) chairperson Swati Maliwal moved 

a Special Leave Petition in the Supreme Court opposing it. 

 A Vacation Bench of the apex court will take up the petition. Ms. Maliwal also wrote to the Juvenile Justice Board 

asking it to delay the release. 

 The decision fuelled a strong backlash from the victim’s parents and others who staged a protest at India Gate, 

the same venue that witnessed massive outrage in the immediate aftermath of the incident three years ago. 

FM to file defamation case against AAP leaders 

 Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley threatened to file civil and criminal defamation cases against Delhi Chief 

Minister Arvind Kejriwal and other Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders. 

 Meanwhile, undeterred AAP leaders continued their attack against Mr. Jaitley over the alleged Delhi & District 

Cricket Association (DDCA) irregularities. 

 Delhi govt. has announced the setting up of the commission of inquiry in the alleged scam. 

PM asked police officers to publish their good work 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi told top policemen of the country that every police station should appoint a yoga 

teacher and police should brand themselves by promoting their work on Twitter and television. 

 While giving the concluding speech at the three-day DGPs’ conference in the Rann of Kutch in Gujarat, Mr. Modi 

said each police force should have a panel of experts who could participate in debates on television channels 

and put across their side of the story. 

 He asked for grading police stations based on their performance. 

 Prime Minister Modi said that the police should help administer polio drops or encourage people to send 

daughters to school. This will help the police interact with the public. 

 PM said a city is peaceful not because of the police but be- cause of the peaceful nature of the population. So, 

asking for higher police-to-public ratio is incorrect and the western model could not be emulated here. 

Dow chemical did not appear in Bhopal gas tragedy case again 

 For the third consecutive time, Dow Chemical has failed to turn up before a court here in connection with the 

1984 Bhopal Gas Tragedy case following which the hearing has been posted for July next year. 

 Tons of toxic Methyl Isocyanate (MIC) gas leaked from Union Carbide’s Bhopal factory on the intervening night 

of December 2-3, 1984, killing nearly 25,000 people and injuring half million others. 
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 Judicial Magistrate posted the next hearing on July 13, 2016, and slapped a show-cause notice on Dow over a 

clutch of petitions filed by NGOs working for the gas tragedy survivors. 

Juvenile Justice bill to be discussed in Upper house 

 Public anger at the release of the juvenile convict in the Delhi gang rape case has compelled MPs, transcending 

party lines, to agree to bring for consideration in the Rajya Sabha the proposed amendments to the Juvenile 

Justice Act. 

 The amendments have received the Lok Sabha’s approval. The government and the Congress traded charges 

over the delay in its passage in the Rajya Sabha with Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad accusing the 

Congress of not allowing the House to function. 

 The Left Parties, meanwhile, stuck to their guns, with the CPI(M)’s Sitaram Ye- chury stating outside the House 

that the Left parties were still of the view that the amendments should go to a Select Committee. 

 His party colleague, Brinda Karat, said in the Rajya Sabha that even if the amendments were passed, the new 

provisions would not apply retro- spectively to the juvenile convict in the Delhi gang-rape case. 

Government wants 90% transactions to be paperless 

 The Prime Minister’s office has set an ambitious target to shift at least 90% of all government trans- actions that 

involve payments or receipts from citizens and businesses to electronic or paperless mode by the end of 2016, 

replacing the use of cash, demand drafts, cheques and challans in government offices. 

 To move towards that goal, all government departments and ministries have been asked to provide electronic 

options for all payments and receipts by March 31, 2016. 

 Government has set December 2016 deadline for moving at least 90% of all government payments and receipts 

online. 

 The Jan Dhan Yojana, Aadhaar and mobile number (JAM) trinity for pushing financial inclusion is a priority, so 

departments need to adopt modes of electronic payments & receipts for internal and external transactions. 

 The government is working on transferring benefits to the poor directly to their bank accounts under a few social 

sector schemes like MGNREGA using Aadhar- enabled payments or direct credits into their bank accounts, but 

cash and cheque transactions dominate most of its payouts and receipts from citizens, businessmen as well as 

other government departments. 

 As many as 46 departments have already been integrated with a generic portal for e- payments that DEITY is 

launching. 

Gita to be made available in Rajasthan schools 

 After introducing major changes in the syllabus of primary and secondary schools in Rajasthan, the Bhagawad 

Gita would now be made available in the libraries of Government Higher Secondary schools. 
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 Speaking at a function in Ajmer on ‘Gita Jayanti’ annual celebration marking the birth of the Bhagawad Gita — 

education minister said the Gita was the foundation of human life. 

 Emphasising that every individual must read the Gita, he said copies of the Gita would be made available in the 

13,500 government higher secondary schools. 

Rajya Sabha clears Juvenile Justice Bill 

 The Rajya Sabha cleared the Juvenile Justice (Amendment) Bill, 2015, lowering the age of a legally defined 

juvenile from 18 to 16 in the case of heinous crimes. 

 With the Rajya Sabha passing the new Juvenile Justice (Care andProtection of Children)Bill, 2015, a look at 

juvenile justice laws enacted by Parliament in the past 55 years shows that lawmakers have always leaned in 

favour of reformation and social re-integration of child offenders rather than populating Indian jails with them 

 It may not be able to do anything about the juvenile convict in the Nirbhaya case but can deter many other boys 

from doing so. 

 No juvenile would be sent to jail directly. If juveniles are sentenced to jail, they will be sent to a borstal until they 

are 21 years old, after which there will be a review 

 The Bill is founded on the recognition of the rights of the victims,which, it says, is equally important as the rights 

of juveniles. 

 Starting with the Children Act of 1960, Parliament had always entirely focussed on the using justice and corrective 

machinery to reform and rehabilitate juvenile offenders rather than reducing it to a crime and punishment 

mechanism. The 1960 Act provides for the care, protection,maintenance, welfare,training, education and re-

habilitation of neglected or delinquent children. 

Plane crash kills 10 BSF personnel 

 A chartered aircraft of the Border Security Force crashed near the Delhi airport on Tuesday morning, minutes 

after the take-of, killing all 10 BSF personnel on board 

 Those dead included pilots, technicians and engineers, who were being flown to Ranchi for the repair and 

servicing of a Mi-17 V5 chopper stationed there. 

 The ill-fated aircraft was a part the BSF’s fleet of fixed wing aircraft that also includes Embraer and Avro airplanes, 

which are stationed at BSF’s Air Wing hangar at IGI Airport. 

 The accident is being probed by the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau of the Civil Aviation Ministry. 

 The Border Security Force (BSF) has also ordered a Commission of Inquiry (CoI) into the incident. 

Telcos not to be fined for call drops till Jan. 6 
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 With its recent notification providing for imposition of fine on dropped calls coming under legal scrutiny, the 

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) gave an undertaking to the Delhi High Court that it would not take 

“coercive steps” against telecom companies till January 6 for their failure to comply with the new regulations. 

 Telecom operators have sought quashing of the TRAI notification, asking the service providers to pay to 

subscribers Re.1 per call drop experienced on their network, subject to a ceiling of three calls a day from the 

New Year’s Day. 

 The petitioners in the case include COAI, Association of Unified Telecom Service Providers of India (AUSPI) and 

21 telecom operators, including Vodafone, Bharti Airtel and Reliance. 

Electronic FIR in Maharastra 

 From January 1, all police stations in Maharashtra will start registering First Information Reports (FIRs) online 

and the complainant will get a copy of the complaint on WhatsApp, along with a SMS confirming the filing. 

 Every police station will be online and paperless. For that, every police station must register FIR electronically, 

as per the guidelines of the Central government. While none of the states have done it. 

 On the other issue of dance bar, M.H. government is totally against restarting of dance bars and is seeking the 

opinion of Advocate-General on bringing a new law to ban them. 

Madras court created history conducted proceedings with 
Skype 

 The Madras High Court Bench created history, once again conducted the court proceedings over Skype from 

Chennai for the first time in a case related to 89 inmates of an unauthorised private children’s Home for girls run 

by Mose Ministries in Tiruchi. 

 The urgent hearing by the Division Bench was necessitated following a request made by the SGP who informed 

the court that all 89 inmates of the Home, overtaken by a committee led by Tiruchi Collector on court orders. 

 They staged a road blockade against the judges’ refusal to permit them to attend Christmas service in the church 

usually visited by them. 

 Court said that it is the duty of Pastor to ensure that the inmates of the Children’s Home respect the rule of law. 

 He must also inform the inmates that any group of people who stage road rokos and demonstrations at public 

places without prior permission would normally get arrested and prosecuted. 

IIT-K alumni will get Science honor in USA 

 U.S. President Barack Obama will present the National Medal of Science to Rakesh K. Jain, an Indian American 

professor at Harvard Medical School and director of the tumour biology laboratory at Massachusetts General 

Hospital. 

 Prof. Jain, who holds a B.Tech. degree in Chemical Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology – Kanpur. 
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 Prof. Jain is regarded as a pioneer in the area of tumour micro-environment and widely recognized for his seminal 

discoveries in tumour biology, drug delivery, in vivo imaging and bioengineering. 

 His work includes uncovering the barriers to the delivery and efficacy of molecular and nano-medicines in 

tumours, developing new strategies to overcome these barriers; and then translating these strategies from bench 

to bedside. 

Crop insurance and AgriMarket mobile App for farmers 

 In a bid to let farmers harvest the best of mobile technology, the Agriculture Ministry on Wednesday launched 

two mobile apps for farmers. 

 the mobile apps — ‘Crop Insurance’ would help the farmers not only to find out complete details about insurance 

cover available in their area but also to calculate the insurance premium for notified crops, coverage amount and 

loan amount in case of a loaned farmer. 

 The other app — ‘AgriMarket’ could be used by the farmers to get the prices of crops in the market (mandi) within 

50 km radius of the device and other mandis in the country. 

India and Russia deepens strategic ties 

 In a major boost to strategic ties, India and Russia on Thursday decided to expand cooperation across various 

sec- tors as they signed 16 pacts, including deals on joint manufacture of 226 military helicopters and 

construction of 12 atomic plants with involvement of local companies in India. 

 Mr. Putin conveyed Russia’s “strong support” to India’s bid for permanent membership of the UN Security 

Council. 

 The 16 agreements includedone to manufacture the Kamov 226 helicopter in India, which,is the first project for 

a major defence platform under the flagship ‘Make-in-India’ programme. 

 Progress has also beenmade on building 12 Russian reactors at two sites in India. 

India’s Reliance and Russian AlmazAntey will develop air 
defence radar and missiles 

 Reliance Defence Limited and AlmazAntey, Russia’s leading developer and manufacturer of air defence missile 

systems, have decided to work jointly on the entire range of air defence missile and radar systems required for 

the Indian defence forces. 

 The two sides identified the air defence missile systems, including the TOR-1M missile programme, radars and 

auto-mated control systems, as areas of partnership under the ‘Make in India’ as well as the offset policies of the 

Indian Ministry of Defence. 

 Reliance Defence is the fastest emerging private sector enterprise that is aiming for development, manufacture 

and supply of defence aerospace, land and naval platforms and equipment. 
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Delhi government released plan for odd-even formula 

 Revealing the blue- print of the odd-even formula, Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal put the onus on Delhiites to 

make the plan a success. 

 Cars of many dignitaries, two-wheelers, CNG-run vehicles, emergency vehicles, cars driven by women drivers 

(with no men passengers and with only children below 12 years of age) and those driven, or occupied, by 

differently abled persons are exempt from the rule, which is set to roll out on January 1, 2016. 

 As per the formula, vehicles with registration number ending with an odd number will be allowed on odd-number 

days and those with even numbers will be allowed on even- number ones. 

 Violation of the rule will invite a penalty of Rs. 2,000, which will be enforced by personnel of the Delhi Police and 

the Transport Department with help from 10,000 NCC and NSS volunteers, who would dissuade motorists from 

breaking the rule. 

 The plan would remain in force from January 1 to 15, between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., except on Sundays. 

Jury for Parsi community in Telangana 

 With Telanganasetting up a 15-member Zoroastrian jury to aid the settlement of marriage and divorce, the Parsis 

in the State can decide on such matters within the community. 

 Telangana becomes the second State after Maharashtra to set up the Zoroastrian jury. 

 Of the 15 members now selected from within the community just five, acceptable to both the parties, will chair 

the jury. 

 Also, the husband and wife who want a divorce will get to recommend two jury members each to suit their 

comfort. The fifth member of the jury will remain ‘neutral’ in the matter. 

 The Parsi community in the twin cities is small with just 1200-1400 members.While an average of six marriages 

happen each year in the community, at least one divorce takes place within a span of a year-and-a- half. 

Very soon Kudankulam Unit II will be commissioned 

 Following the signing of 16 significant agreements between India and Russia, including on nuclear cooperation, 

Russian President Vladimir Putin said Unit II of the Kudankulam atomic plant in Tamil Nadu, being built by Russia, 

will be commissioned within weeks and negotiations are at an advanced staged for Unit III and IV. 

 Affirming that their cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy is a corner- stone of the Russia—India 

strategic partnership, the two leaders appreciated the progress made in the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project 

and agreed to expedite the implementation of ongoing and upcoming projects there. 

 The two sides expressed commitment to realizing the target of $ 30 billion in 10 years set at the last Annual 

Summit, up from $ 10 billion. 

In a surprise visit PM meets Nawaz Sharif in Lahore 
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 With two unannounced stops, in Kabul and Lahore on Christmas day, Prime Minister Narendra Mo- di rewrote 

the recent history of geopolitics in the region. 

 While his travel to Kabul on the way back from Moscow was widely anticipated, his stopover in Pakistan, the first 

by an Indian Prime Minister in 11 years, caught everyone, including senior officials, by surprise. 

 It is learnt that officials were taken by surprise by Mr. Modi’s decision, including India’s High Commissioner to 

Pakistan T.C.A. Raghavan. 

 At the beginning of their talks, the Foreign Secretaries briefed the leaders on the talks between the NSAs in 

Bangkok, which gave a full view of the discourse on terror, as they agreed that the Foreign Secretaries should 

meet at the earliest. 

Tamil Nadu Parties wants to keep jallikattu running 

 With the Assembly polls just months away, parties are seeing the revival of jallikattu as an opportunity to tap into 

a vote bank as the sport is imbibed in the culture of the farming community, especially the intermediate castes 

in southern districts. 

 While the DMK first announced a fasting at Alanganallur (since deferred) to seek the lifting of ban on jallikattu, 

Chief Minister Jayalalithaa sent her party MPs to meet Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar on the 

issue and later sought the Prime Minister’s intervention. 

 The popular notion is that the sport enjoys a huge support among the Thevars, a community with over 20 per 

cent of vote share in many constituencies in southern districts. 

 For hundreds of bull rearers, the event is their last hope to protect the native breeds, and for thousands of youths 

who enthusiastically participate, the sport is an opportunity to test and exhibit their valour. 

President says Vedic text gave message for world peace 

 Vedas are sources of Indian heritage and culture and UNESCO has recognised Vedas as oral heritage. 

 Vedic seers had codified 14 vidyas into 4 Vedas, 6 vedangas, puranas, nanya, mimamsa and Dharmashastra. 

 These Vedic texts enshrine the message of world peace, prosperity and sustainable development. 

 Veda Patasalas acquire great importance in dissemi- nation of Vedic education, knowledge and culture. 

Maharastra ATS caught three before joining IS 

 The Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) detained three Hyderabad-based young men in Nagpur for 

allegedly trying to leave the country with the intention of joining the terrorist outfit, Islamic State (IS). 

 Three were held after the Telangana police informed that they would try to board a flight to Srinagar from Nagpur. 

 Of the three, two are engineering students and were among the four caught in August, 2014 in Kolkata, while 

attempting to cross into Bangladesh to join the IS. 
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 In total 25 men are believed to have joined IS from India, at-least six of them have died till now. 

PM’s visit will start a series of engagements with Pakistan 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Lahore and talks with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif put a seal on a series 

of engagements that will begin with a meeting between Foreign Secretaries S. Jaishankar and Aizaz Chaudhury 

likely around January 15-17 in Islamabad. 

 While many of the discussions on the meeting that will start the new comprehensive dialogue have been going 

back and forth between Islamabad and New Delhi for two weeks now, the Prime Ministers gave the green signal 

for the talks to be held at the earliest. 

 During their meeting, the Foreign Secretaries will take up the issues of the comprehensive dialogue under their 

purview, like peace and security and Jam- mu and Kashmir. 

 They will also work out a schedule for the Home Secretaries, Commerce Secretaries, Culture and Tourism 

Secretaries to meet to discuss others including Sir Creek, Wullar Barrage, Tulbul Navigation Project, counter-

terrorism, narcotics control and humanitarian issues and religious tourism. 

 They will also discuss the possible dates for talks between National Security Advisors Ajit Doval and Gen. (retd.) 

Janjua who will focus on terrorism. 

 The NSA talks will likely be held in Delhi, as that was the venue when they were can- celled in August 2015. 

 In addition, pending talks between the Director-General of Military Operations may be scheduled. 

IRNSS, GSAT-II and others on agenda of ISRO for 2016 

 The year 2016 is set to see the national Space programme slowly shift gears to- wards large satellites, a heavy-

lift launcher and improved Earth observation capabilities. 

 The Space agency will complete on priority the seven-satellite regional navigation loop, IRNSS, in the first three 

months. 

 On the target later in the year is GSAT-11, which would be the heaviest Indian satellite at four to five tonnes and 

packing many more trans- ponders than normal; the biggest so far was about 3.1 tonnes. 

 Also planned to be tested is a matching launcher to lift spacecraft like it to space: the GSLV-Mark III heavy-lifter 

with a limited version satellite. 

 After a gap of about three years, a host of functional Earth observation (EO or re- mote-sensing) satellites is 

lined up. 

 They include new ones with improved views of Earth as well as those to replace older ones that are in orbit. 

 A new EO version called Scatsat is planned, besides continuity missions Re- sourcesat-2A, Oceansat-3 series; 

and Insat-3DR a replacement Met sat. 

 The old Cartosat-1 series satellites would be replaced. 
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New Plan for StartUps in India 

 PM in his Mann ki Baat program announced a new programme for start up’s “Start Up India”. 

 Mr. Modi decided to frame a new nomenclature to refer to the diferently abled people as divyang. 

 PM also lauded a mason in Madhya Pradesh for donating free labour for building more than 100 toilets in his 

district. 

 Prime Minister continues to be the most digitally en- gaged world leader, sparking four times the number of 

conversations around his Facebook page than U.S. President Barack Obama. 

Home Minister says that IS failed in India due to strong family 
values 

 Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh said that global terror outfit Islamic State has failed in its attempts to establish 

roots in India due to strong family values in the society which act as deterrent to radicalisation. 

 Life values of the country teach tolerance to the people. The values also teach not to discriminate of the basis of 

caste, religion and sect. 

 Highlighting the importance of education Home Minister said that education is a solution to unemployment. 

 He also said Only knowledge of letters is not sufficient. We should have commitment to our values. 

 We should have tolerance; then only problems like these plaguing the world and the country can be sorted out. 

Nuclear summit in 2016 to be next destination for India and 
Pakistan PM meet 

 U.S. President Barack Obama has invited both Prime Ministers for the Nuclear Security Summit in 2016. 

 Though no formal announcements have been made, it is almost certain that Mr. Modi and Mr. Sharif will be 

attending it. 

 Nuclear security remains a lingering concern for the U.S policy for South Asia particularly. 

No LPG subsidy for those who have more than 10 lakhs income 

 The government has decided that the benefit of the LPG subsidy will not be available for LPG consumers if the 

consumer or his/her spouse had a taxable income of more than Rs. 10,00,000/- during the previous financial 

year. 

 t present, all households are entitled to 12 cylinders of 14.2 kg at the subsidised rate of Rs. 419.26. The market 

price is Rs. 608 a cylinder. 

 There are 16.35 crore LPG consumers in the country, according to the government, of whom 14.78 crore receive 

the subsidy directly in their bank accounts. 
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 Such a decision will likely affect at least 60 lakh people, if one were to go only by the number of people who filed 

their returns in the government’s e-filing portal. 

 The government had also launched a scheme for people to give up their subsidies so that the less privileged 

would benefit. So far, 57.50 lakh LPG consumers have opted out. 

Different sources of pollution 

 Delhi is gearing up for the odd-even scheme to check vehicular pollution, but road dust, burning of biomass and 

municipal solid waste, and industrial stacks contribute a far greater share of the city's air pollution, according to 

a study by the Indian Institute of Technology-Kanpur. 

 The draft report found that particulate matter (PM) pollution from road dust, from various sources, was the highest 

in both categories: PM10 and PM2.5. Road dust contributed 56% of all PM10 pollution while it was 38% for 

PM2.5. 

 According to the same report, vehicular pollution from trucks, cars and two vehicles made up 9%-20% of the 

particulate matter pollution depending on whether it was summer or winter. 

 Other key contributors to pollution are burning of bio-mass (17%-26%), municipal solid waste (6%-7%) and 

secondary particulate matter that could range from 25%-30%, according to the report. 

UNESCO establish ties with Ramakrishna Mission in areas of 
non-violence, peace 

 The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UN- ESCO) has established an ‘official 

relationship’ with the Ramakrishna Mission in the areas of inter-cultural dialogue, social cohesion and for 

promoting peace and non-violence, accord- ing to the latest governing body report of the Mission. 

 The bonding between the Paris-based world body and the over 100-year old Ramakrishna Mission started in 

2002 with the former funding certain projects. 

 In 2012, the UNESCO set up a chair on Inclusive Adapted Physical Education and Yoga at the Coimbatore 

campus of the Vivekananda University. 

 Founded in 1945, the UN- ESCO’s mission is to contribute to building of peace, eradication of poverty, 

sustainable development and intercultural dialogue through education, the sciences, culture, communication and 

information. 

 The organisation found common cause with the Ramakrishna Mission in many respects. 

Liquor-Free kerala policy upheld by Supreme Court 

 Upholding the controversial ‘Liquor-Free Kerala’ policy restricting the serving of liquor to five-star hotels in the 

State, the Supreme Court on Tuesday ruled that the State governments be given a free hand to curtail or ban 

public consumption of alcohol to protect public health and nutrition. 
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 The policy led to the closure of over 400 bars and restricted liquor availability to nearly 20 five-star hotels. 

 The consumption of tobacco as well as liquor is now undeniably deleterious to the health of humankind. 

Vulnerable persons, either because of age or proclivity towards intoxication or as a feature of peer pressure, 

more often than not succumb to this temptation. 

 Banning public consumption of alcohol, cannot but be seen as a positive step towards bringing down the 

consumption of alcohol, or as preparatory to prohibition 

Foreign funds plan share in India’s National Investment and 
Infrastructure Fund 

 Sovereign and pension funds from Russia, Singapore, the U.K. and the UAE are among those to express interest 

in the Rs. 40,000-crore National Investment and Infrastructure Fund 

 The government will invest Rs. 20,000 crore in the Fund that will build greenfield and brownfield projects and 

revive stalled projects. The remaining Rs. 20,000 crore is expected to come from private investors. The 

government’s share in the corpus will not exceed 49 per cent. 

 The Governing Council of the Fund has decided to complete by January-end the selection process of the Chief 

Executive of the investment management company responsible for taking investment decisions of its corpus 

Election Commission to automatic delete voters after death 

 Election Commission of India announced that it will launch a nationwide programme to link the server of Registrar 

of Birth and Death of each district with its server for “automatic deletion” of the voter from the electoral rolls on 

issuance of the death certificate. 

 The beginning of the programme would be made in Punjab to tackle the malice of duplicate and invalid voters, 

the Chief Election Commissioner Nasim Zaidi said. 

Euro V & VI norms 

 At present, BS-IV auto fuels are being supplied in over 30 cities, and the rest of the country has BS-III fuels. 

 Earlier, the government planned the implementation of BS V and BS VI emission norms nationwide by 2020 and 

2024 respectively. However, the government decided to advance the dates. 

 However, the auto industry opposed the advancement of dates. Though no objections to the implementation of 

BS V norms but had opposed the deadline for BS VI norms which were earlier proposed to be implemented from 

2023 

Work for NATGRID will start again 

 The Union government is set to make an aggressive effort to accomplish one of the most ambitious intelligence 

projects in recent memory, which failed to take of during United Progressive Alliance rule. 
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 Conceived in the wake of the 2008 Mumbai attacks, the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) is a centralised 

agency which stores sensitive personal information on citizens from almost two dozen agencies to be made 

available for counter-terror investigations. 

 The government will appoint a senior serving government official, in all likelihood one with an intelligence back-

ground, to head NATGRID, with a mandate to operationalise it as a federal counter-terrorism centre. 

 The grid was to provide an intelligence database that would have networked 21 sets of data sources to provide 

quick and secure access of information to about 10 intelligence and law-enforcement agencies including 

theIntelligence Bureau (IB) and R&AW 

For proper welfare benefits country needs to grow faster: FM 

 Union Finance Minister said that India needed to grow by an additional 1-1.5 per cent for the government to bear 

the burden of wage increase and welfare benefits. 

 He said that India is growing at a good pace of 7.5 per cent at a time when the global economy is experiencing 

a slow- down, which is appreciable in itself; but we need to increase our growth by another 1-1.5 per cent. 

 the Centre would have to bear a burden of Rs. 1.02 lakh crore on account of the implementation of the Seventh 

Pay Commission recommendations, besides the burden from the one rank one pension for veterans. 

Jnanpith award for 2015 went to Raghuveer Chaudhary 

 Eminent Gujarati novelist, poet and critic Raghuveer Chaudhary has been chosen for the prestigious Jnanpith 

Award for 2015. 

 Mr. Chaudhary is the recipient of the 51st Jnanpith Award. 

 Instituted in 1961, the award by the Bharatiya Jnanpith recognises Indian literatteurs who write in one of the 22 

Indian languages listed in Schedule Eight of the Constitution. 

 Born in 1938 in Gandhinagar, the writer is a Gandhian and his works are largely influenced by literary figures 

such as Govardhanram Tripathi, Kaka Kalelkar, Suresh Joshi, Ramdarash Mishra and G.N. Dickey. 
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BRICS media summit in China 

 China has taken the initiative for creating an alternative media platform for the emerging economies by hosting 

the first media summit of countries belonging to the Brazil-Russia-India-China- South Africa (BRICS) grouping. 

 A total of 25 media organisations are participating, which hopes to create a new institutional framework that 

would be tailored to benefit the media of five emerging economies, which have deep link- ages with the Global 

South. 

 The initiative follows the formation of the New Development Bank, which is play- ing its part in evolving a new 

global financial architecture sensitised to meet the needs of the developing world. 

 The organisers hope that their deliberations will also yield an agenda-setting consensus among the BRICS media 

on coordinating the coverage of G-20 summits, in tune with the priorities of the emerging economies. 

The first BRICS media summit 

 China proposed a string of thematic lines, including a focus on counter-terrorism, for the development of media, 

in tune with the growing clout of the Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa (BRICS) grouping on the international 

stage. 

 The first BRICS media summit, was hosted by China’s Xinhua News Agency and co-chaired by The Hindu group 

of publications, Empresa Brasil de Communicacao S/A-EBC of Brazil, Rossiya Segodnya of Russia and South 

Africa’s Independent Media. 

 The BRICS countries are “protectors of current international system,” “constructors of international peace” and 

“promoters of a new type of international relations” said Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Zhang Yesui 

 The media summit focused on two additional themes — integration of traditional and new media, as well as 

establishing an institutional architecture for the development of journalism in the BRICS countries. 

 The Beijing Declaration issued at the end of the conference noted the profound changes that were brought about 

the rapid development of the Internet and digital technology on the global media environment. “ 

 The summit also yielded a six-point agreement on institutional development in the BRICS countries. This 

included: establishing a BRICS media foundation, a liaison office that would coordinate summit activities, training 

of media personnel, and coordination of BRICS media covering G-20 summits, holding a photo exhibition along 

BRICS summits and setting up BRICS Media Journalism Awards. 

Burkina Faso President 

International Issue 
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 Roch Marc Kabore became Burkina Faso’s first democratically elected leader in nearly four decades , vowing a 

brighter future for the western African country after a year of political turmoil and unrest. 

Russia building bases on Japan islands 

 Russia has begun building two modern military compounds on the far eastern Kuril islands, defence minister 

Sergei Shoigu said, heightening long-running tensions with Japan over the disputed islands 

 Relations between Moscow and Tokyo have been strained for decades because of the status of the four 

southernmost islands in the Kuril chain, known as the Northern Territories in Japan. 

Suu Kyi, President discuss transition 

 Nearly a month after her party’s resounding election win, Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi held closed-door 

talks with Myanmar’s outgoing President on Wednesday to discuss what both said they hope will be a smooth 

transition of power. 

 Because it took so long for the two to meet, there were some concerns the still powerful military would not easily 

accept the results. 

 The Southeast Asian nation started moving from a half-century of dictatorship toward democracy in 2011, when 

military rulers inexplicably agreed to hand over power to a nominally civilian government headed by President. 

 Ms. Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy easily won the November 8 elections, securing enough seats in 

both the lower and upper houses of Parliament to form a government. 

 A clause in the 2008 military-directed constitution bars her from the presidency, but she has vowed to rule by 

proxy. 

Big divide between developing and developed nations come 
into fore at G77 

 The developing country bloc of G77 and China launched a sharp attack on some developed countries at the 

climate talks for trying to amend the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change by tying finance to 

conditionality’s in the draft agreement. 

 In contrast to India, which has been maintaining a low key position, the G77+China group said the developed 

countries that had jumped out of the Kyoto Protocol, or failed to ratify it, were introducing conditions for financing 

which were not part of the Framework Convention. 

 The G77+China views this as a deviation from what was agreed at the Climate Change conference held in 

Durban in 2011. 

 The mandate at that event was for full implementation of the UNFCCC, and come up with an agreement to deal 

with climate change beyond 2020. 

 Two sharp issues raised by the group are on the inclusion of loosely defined text and conditionality’s to financing. 

http://sscportal.in/community/courses
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit


Online Coaching for SSC Exam: 
http://sscportal.in/community/courses 
 

Click Here to Buy Printed Study Kit for SSC Exams  Page 34 

http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit  

United Kingdom joins the fight against Syria 

 British aircraft began bombing Syria just hours after the government secured an overwhelming parliamentary 

vote in the House of Commons for military action against the Islamic State in the West Asian country. 

 The recent resolution passed by the United Nations Security Council, established the legality of the operation. 

 As the debate raged in Parliament, campaign group Stop the War Coalition and other groups protested at the 

Parliament Square. 

 
Germany Also Board In Against Islamic State 

 Lawmakers Approved Plans For Germany To Take On A Direct Role In The Battle Against The Islamic State (Is) 

Group In Syria, Answering France’s Appeal For Help After The Deadly Paris Attacks. 

 Parliament Agreed To The Mandate For The Deployment Of Tornado Reconnaissance Jets, A Frigate And Up 

To 1,200 Troops By An Overwhelming Majority Of 445 Votes In Favour And 146 Against. 

 A Broad Coalition Of 60 Countries Has Been Battling Is Since August 2014, Although Involvement In Syria Has 

Been More Limit- Ed With Some Western Nations Wary Of How Military Action Could Actually End Up Serving 

President Bash- Ar Al-assad’s Regime, Which They View As No Longer Legitimate. 

Cop Calls For Voluntary Contributions 

 In A Clear Signal That Active Diplomacy Is At Work To Forge An Agreement In Paris Based On Voluntary 

Pledges, One That Is Subject To Transparent Monitoring, India Said That It Was Ready For A Regime Of 

Stocktaking Of Future Carbon Emissions. 

 India Is Not In A Position To Fix A Target Year For Peaking Of Carbon Emissions Because Of The Current State 

Of Its Development. 

 The Centre Had Engaged Several Technical Institutions To Do Modelling Studies, But They Could Not Identify 

A Likely Peaking Date Due To Uncertainty. 

 The U.S., Which Did Not Ratify The Kyoto Protocol That Fixed Quantified Emissions Reductions, Would Like To 

Have A Transparency Regime In The Paris Agreement That Would Build Trust. 

 However, It Remains Firm On The Issue Of Historic Re- Sponsibility. It Is Unwilling To Concede That It Had 

Emitted The Greenhouse Gases Now Concentrated In The Atmo- Sphere In Large Measure. 

Paris climate talks 

 The final draft of the Paris Climate agreement, was released by the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change 
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 French President Francois Hollande said instituting a review mechanism to monitor compliance on carbon 

emissions by countries, and transfer of climate friendly technologies to developing nations continue to be hurdles, 

but they could be resolved by “pushing ahead”. 

 The overall goal of the Paris agreement, to keep global temperature rise to a specified quantum compared to 

pre-industrial levels, is pegged at either “below 1.5 degrees C”, or, as “well below 2 degrees C.” 

China’s ‘world bank’ 

 President Xi Jinping of China described his vision for a new multinational, multibillion-dollar bank to finance 

roads, rails and power grids across Asia. Under Chinese stewardship, the bank would tackle the slow 

development in poor countries that was holding the region back from becoming the wealth centre of the world. 

 The enthusiasm didn’t last long, as the Obama administration began a rear-guard battle to minimise the bank’s 

influence. 

 The Chinese-led institution, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, is picking its first projects. The choices, 

which are expected to be announced in the coming months, will provide critical insight into how China plans to 

wield its power. 

 China is taking direct aim at the current development regime, the Bretton Woods system established under U.S. 

leadership after World War II to help stabilise currencies and promote growth. 

 As a complement to the new bank, China is rolling out the “One Belt, One Road” program for the construction of 

a network of roads, rails and pipelines along the old Silk Road route that runs through Central Asia to Europe. A 

maritime equivalent calls for building ports from Southeast Asia to East Africa to the Mediterranean. 

WTO trade facilitation pact 

 India is likely to ratify the World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), aimed at easing 

customs rules to expedite trade flows, during the Nairobi meeting of the global trade body from December 15 to 

18. 

 Not using all the available safeguards could lead to greater chances of India finding it difficult to implement all its 

TFA-related commitments on time, thereby giving opportunities to other countries to drag it (India) to the WTO’s 

dispute settlement panel 

 In November 2015, WTO member countries had adopted a “protocol of amendment” to make the TFA a part of 

the overall WTO Agreement. However, the TFA will become operational only after two-thirds of the members 

ratify it. So far, only 53 of the 162 member countries have done so. 

 New Delhi is planning to ratify the TFA as part of the government’s initiatives to attract more investment by 

improving India’s ranking in the World Bank’s “ease of doing business” report, the sources said. The government 

wants India to leapfrog its position from 130th this year (out of 189 countries) to the top 100 next year and then 

in the top 50 soon. 
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Major reforms in the labour laws 

 The government is striving to introduce five more labour reform legislations in the winter session of Parliament, 

including the bills to introduce a new wage and industrial relations code and amend laws governing child labour 

and bonus payments. 

 These are in addition to the amendments to the Factories Act of 1948 that the government had listed for 

introduction in the Lok Sabha last week, but eventually wasn’t tabled. The only new bill to be introduced in 

Parliament’s lower house so far in this session is the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2015. 

 The government has officially listed the Payment of Bonus (Amendment) Bill, 2015 for consideration and The 

government has also proposed to introduce the Child Labour (Protection and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2012 

in the Rajya Sabha this week. The Bill proposes that children below fourteen years of age may only be allowed 

to work in their own family enterprises. It also bars employment of children in hazardous occupations till the age 

of 18 years. Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi has, however, raised concerns about the Bill reducing the list of 

such occupations from 83 to just three mining, inflammable substances and explosives and hazardous 

occupations as per the Factories Act. passing in the Lok Sabha this week 

 The law is being changed to make more employees eligible for bonus and double such payments. It proposes 

to raise the salary ceiling for statutory bonus payments to Rs 21,000 per month from Rs 10,000 specified under 

the 1965 law. 

 The Small Factories (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Services) Bill, for instance, seeks to make it 

easier for manufacturing firms to employ upto 40 workers by exempting them from compliance with six labour 

laws which include the Factories Act, the Industrial Disputes Act of 1947 and the Shops and Establishment Acts 

of respective states. 

 The code on wages aims to replace four diferent laws pertaining to salaries — the Payment of Wages Act of 

1936, the Minimum Wages Act of 1948, Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 and the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976. 

Similarly, the code on industrial relations would substitute three diferent laws — the Trade Unions Act of 1926, 

the Industrial Disputes Act and the Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act of 1946. 

 The government has also proposed to introduce the Child Labour (Protection and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 

2012 in the Rajya Sabha this week. The Bill proposes that children below fourteen years of age may only be 

allowed to work in their own family enterprises. 

 It also bars employment of children in hazardous occupations till the age of 18 years. 

Tata Group looks at $350 billion market capitalisation by 2025 

 With its listed firms adding over $100 billion to market capitalisation in the last 15 years, the Tata Group is looking 

at an increase of nearly $250 billion by 2025, including through acquisitions. 

 As per its 2025 vision, Tata group aims to be amongst “the 25 most admired corporate and employer brands 

globally, with a market capitalisation comparable to the 25 most valuable companies in the world 
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Asset quality of Public sector banks is hampering growth 

 The current problem of mounting bad loans on the books of PSU banks first caught public attention in early 2012 

when a spurt, especially in their restructured standard loans (uncollectible loans that have been given a fresh 

lease of life) happened. 

 As of endMarch 2012, ratio of gross NPA plus restructured standard loans (for this combination, a creative and 

somewhat obfuscating term —stressed assets — was coined later) rose to 8.8 per cent from 6.6 per cent a year 

earlier. 

 The corresponding numbers for new private sector and foreign banks were much lower. 

 The conventional wisdom regarding the provenance of the record build up of impaired loans at PSU banks is the 

decline in the country’s growth rate in the aftermath of the Global Financial Crisis (2008-10) and the policy atrophy 

during the second UPA regime, causing significant damage to new projects in infrastructure, power generation 

and civil aviation sectors. 

 This line of reasoning is not completely devoid of merit, but it does not explain why PSU banks should be bleeding 

profusely and private sector and foreign banks should remain largely unscathed. 

 RBI issued a set of comprehensive guidelines on restructuring of loans in August 2008, but there was no 

relaxation of asset classification norms. 

 However, soon thereafter in April 2009, major relaxations in asset classification norms were announced, 

permitting restructured loans to be categorized as ‘standard’, with a very interesting rider though. 

 Banks could take advantage of the relaxation provided the restructuring was done within 120 days from the date 

of approval under the CDR mechanism and within 90 days from the date of receipt of application in other cases. 

 Lack of accountability has been most manifest at the level of the boards of PSU banks. 

 The PJ Nayak Committee report has brought out several interesting bits of anecdotal information about their 

dysfunctional role. 

 But alongside reforms in this regard, the past boards should be held accountable for what appears to have been 

systematic gaming of rules on restructuring. 

 We have five specific suggestions to deal with this problem. First, the government and RBI must recognize the 

scale of the problem. The capitalization of PSU banks is grossly inadequate. 

 Further, high impaired assets of PSU banks have already begun impeding credit flow to the economy thereby 

hindering growth. 

 Second, following the lead provided by SBI in this regard in 201415, PSU banks should be ready to sell their 

NPAs to asset reconstruction companies for cash at deep discount, if necessary. 

 Third, disclosure of full and comprehensive information on the financial health of banks does not happen in India 

 Fourth, government must be prepared to lower its stake in PSU banks. The ‘Indradhanush’ reforms are just a 

good beginning. For achieving something real and durable, the government, the political class and the opinion-
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makers will have to jettison the long-held ideological belief that reduction of government’s equity stake below 50 

per cent will be an act of sedition and sacrilege. 

 Fifth, all stakeholders must realize that commercial banking is undergoing a major transformation right now, 

driven largely by technology. 

West need to vacate carbon space 

 India adopted an aggressive position and asked developed countries how their economies could grow without 

growth in India and other developing nations. 

 India is being asked for a peaking date for coal use, as China has provided, and urged to adopt a five-yearly 

periodic review of its national emission reduction pledges. 

 India had no problem with freezing the world’s carbon emissions at the cur-rent level, to avoid any further man-

made rise in global temperatures over 0.8 degrees C, but that would leave no space for growth. 

 Developed countries had already occupied two-thirds of the 3gigatonne carbon emissions space in the 

atmosphere available to stop a rise in temperatures beyond 2 degrees C. 

 On the second contentious issue of a periodic review under a Paris agreement, India is arguing that the voluntary 

pledges submitted are for a10-year cycle from 2020. 

 After that period, it could give more progressive INDCs. What is evident, however, is that there is pressure from 

vulnerable countries such as islands and many poor nations that will be affected the most due to climate events, 

to tighten the emission targets in shorter cycles. 

 U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon also called for “regular five-year cycles” for the review mechanism while 

addressing the opening of the high level segment of the CoP21 

India to have 8 new observatories 

 India announced a programme to open eight more long-term ecological observatories to study the effects of 

climate change. 

 The new facilities under the Indian Long Term Eco-logical Observatories (I-LTEO) would assess the health of 

eight different biomes (types of habitat)and come up with long-term research findings on the changes there that 

were happening due to climate change. 

 It will cover the Western Himalayas to Western Ghats, Eastern Himalayas to Andaman and Nicobar islands, 

central India to the Sundarbans, and from Jam-mu and Kashmir to Rajas-than and Gujarat. 

 The ILTEO would scientifically monitor flora and fauna to assess how climate change is affecting “natural and 

closely associated human systems in agriculture and pastoralism. 

No end to South China Sea tensions 
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  Russia’s decision to export is highly capable Su-35 planes is expected to bolter China’s military presence in the 

South China Sea. It is also set to escalate military technology exchanges that would help Beijing and Moscow 

develop cutting edge weapons. 

 After protracted negotiations that lasted several years, Russia finally relented to sell China, 24 Su-35 planes. 

 $2 billion deal means that transfer of technology, which Beijing badly requires to develop the next generation of 

weapons, is part of the contract. 

 China will benefit from the purchase of the Russian jets in three ways. First, the acquisition of 24 Su-35 planes 

would greatly extend China’s reach over the South China Sea. 

 Su-35 planes, capable of taking off from short runways, will cover a large footprint if deployed from China’s newly 

developed artificial islands in the South China Sea. Second, the Russian jets can effectively counter the U.S. F-

35 stealth fighters. 

Angela Merkel-Time‘Person of the year 2015’ 

U.S. magazine Timeon Wednesday named German Chancellor Angela Merkel as its “Person of the Year2015,” 

hailing her leadership during Europe’s debt, refugee and migrant crises, as well as Russia’s intervention in Ukraine. 

Time named Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader of the Islamic State (IS) extremist group, Republican presidential 

candidate Donald Trump, America’s Black Lives Matter activists campaigning against inequality against 

AfricanAmericans and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani as its runners up. 

Developed and Developing countries coming closer to climate 
change agreement 

 The bilateral discussions on the Paris Agreement produced “many converging points”, notably on India’s demand 

that developing countries be differentiated explicitly from the developed world in the text of the pact, as provided 

for in the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

 The major points covered by the discussions were differentiation, the nature of the agreement, finance and 

technology transfer, and harmony between the agreement text and the ‘decision’ that will be made by CoP21. 

 Transparency measures in implementation, which will be laid down for all countries to follow in a prescribed 

manner, also figured in the talks. 

 India wants the sanctity of voluntary national pledges to reduce carbon emissions, called INDCs, to be 

maintained in the agreement. 

 It was unacceptable that when 186 countries had submitted their INDCs, representing a huge movement forward, 

there was only one optional mention of such pledges in the outcome draft released. 

 If Europe and America adopt ideas which are in sync with the Like-Minded Developing Countries (LMDC) and 

the Brazil, South Africa, India, China (BASIC) group, the Paris Agreement can successfully move ahead. 
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 India’s IPR import bill highlights the importance of technology transfer to fight climate change without rigid 

Intellectual Property Rights restrictions. 

 In a six-year period, $21 billion has been spent, representing total Indian expenditure on all kinds of technology, 

not climate change. 

Russia keen on guarantee pact for defence projects 

 As India and Russia gear up to sign a major deal for manufacture of Russian light utility helicopters in India with 

significant participation by the private sector, Russia is keen to conclude a mutual investment guarantee pact 

with India for joint de-fence projects in future. 

 In the first stage it can be a government-to-government agreement. In the second stage it can be at the business-

to-business and central bank level. Payment can be in local currencies which will minimise risks. 

 India and Russia are expected to conclude the Inter-Governmental agreement for the production of 200 Kamov-

226K light utility helicopters in India during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Russia later this month. 

 A second-level agreement will be signed between Russian Helicopters and the In-dian partner. 

 An Indian private player is likely to be chosen to work with Hindus-tan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) under the Make 

in India initiative. 

Final negotiations before the Climate pact 

 The euphoria created by the Leaders Event nearly two weeks ago of a smooth Paris Climate Agreement 

emerging by Friday has evaporated, and countries are crunching the most contentious parts of the pact, hop-ing 

to come up with an agreed outcome by Saturday morning. 

 Amid demonstrations and campaigns at the CoP21 venue by activists, the multilateral issue that has gone down 

to the wire is differentiation the part of the agreement that will make obligations heavier for the developed world 

to both cut emissions and fund the developing countries, and give lighter responsibilities to developing nations. 

 The voluntary pledges made by 186 countries would make the Paris deal a simple and straight affair has been 

belied as oil producing countries and their allies are op-posing the 1.5 degrees C tighter temperature target over 

the 2 degrees C favoured originally by many emerging economies. 

 Saudi Arabia has also been blocking the 1.5 degrees target. It represents the Arab region which, along with the 

Middle East and North Africa, is as much vulnerable to cli-mate change as others. 

 How much money would be raised by the developed world by 2020 with $ 100 billion as the floor and how that 

is to be earmarked is also hanging fire. 

 The world's top greenhouse gas emitter, China, remains firm on differentiation. 

Pact for climate change agreed in Paris 
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 The stage is set for all countries to move to a low carbon pathway with the Paris Agreement on climate change 

adopting a goal of “well below 2 degrees C” for temperature rise, and instituting a regime of financing of 

developing economies to help make the transition. 

 Nations are to pursue efforts to aim at the more difficult objective of pegging temperature rise under 1.5 degrees 

C. 

 Underpinning the Agreement, which is scheduled to go into effect from 2020, is the system of voluntary pledges, 

or nationally determined contributions made by individual countries to peak their greenhouse gas emissions that 

are warming the atmosphere and changing the climate. 

 The reference in the text for the need to achieve an equalisation between emission of Green House Gases 

(GHGs) and their removal by ‘sinks’ by the second half of the pre- sent century has been welcomed widely since 

it turns attention to renewable energy, and away from fossil fuels. 

 The UNFCCC principle of Common But Differentiated Responsibilities ensuring equity is incorporated into the 

Paris Agreement to provide developing countries a cushion. 

 The Paris Agreement re- quires developed countries to raise finances with $100 billion per year as the floor by 

2020, to help developing nations in both mitigation and adaptation activities, while other nations are encouraged 

to provide funding voluntarily. 

 The first global evaluation of the implementation of the Paris Agreement is to take place in 2023, and thereafter 

every five years to help all countries. 

 Pledges by countries with an end date of 2025 or 2030 will need to be updated by 2020, and enhanced action 

every five years thereafter. 

India and Japan improve defence ties 

 Charting a new course, India and Japan announced a series of military and strategic agreements and 

understandings. 

 The high point of the new strategic and military realignment is Japan’s formal entry into the India-U.S. Malabar 

bilateral maritime exercises, turning it into a trilateral initiative aimed at ensuring peace, security and freedom of 

navigation in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 There were also agreement on transfer of defence equipment and technology cooperation and the agreement 

on security measures for the protection of classified military information. 

Women elected in first ever participation in Saudi Arabia 

 Saudi Arabians voted 17 women into public office in municipal elections in the conservative Islamic kingdom on 

Saturday, the first to allow female participation 
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 The election was the first in which women could vote and run as candidates, a landmark step in a country where 

women are barred from driving and are legally dependent on a male relative to approve al-most all their major 

life decisions 

 Under King Abdullah, who died in January and who announced in 2011 that women would be able to vote in this 

election, steps were taken for women to have a bigger publicrole, sending more of them to university and 

encouraging female employment 

Silk Road Economic Belt will be the focus of SCO 

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) meeting is set to showcase growing alignment between China 

and Russia, through closer integration of the Beijing-marshalled Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) with Moscow 

driven Eurasian Economic Union (EEAU), steered by a 10-year developmental plan. 

 Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang hosted a banquet for the heads of government from the SCO countries on 

Monday, setting the stage for a daylong session. 

 The meeting, in which Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and 

Afghanistan’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Abdullah Abdullah are to participate, is expected to focus on top 

developmental goals for the grouping. 

 The SCO has so far been known for its sharp focus on security concerns. Kazakhstan, is also expected to attract 

considerable attention during the deliberations. India is being represented by Minister of State for External Affairs 

V.K. Singh. 

 Analysts point out that SCO is part of the emerging Eurasia-centred Silk Road geopolitical architecture pillared 

by China and Russia, along with the Central Asian Republics. 

 But the grouping is expanding rapidly towards South Asia, with the inclusion of India and Pakistan as full 

members remaining only a procedural formality. 

 Nepal has become an observer state, and Iran’s elevation to full membership is also under active consideration. 

Natural disasters comes heavy on elderly 

 In India, the safety net, insurance against disaster is parivar — the Hindi word for family but means something 

more visceral. It encompasses everything from heirlooms to ancestors to actual living relatives who can/will help 

with emergency response. 

 In Chennai, however, the idea of parivar is transcontinental — it depends on Skype. And many other such fickle 

things, like electricity, telephone networks, internet connections, battery — all of which failed that day when Lt. 

Col. Venkatesan was drowning. 

 In India’s mega cities natural disasters are a near certain death warrant for the elderly. For the poor, across age 

groups this is true. But for the upper middle class families — the Chennai floods were a rude awakening. At last 

count, the total number of deaths stood at 540 as per police estimates. 
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 With the State government yet to release the death toll, break-up of children and senior citizens the floods 

claimed, it is necessary to quibble with this number. Experts say the senior citizens are likely to constitute a 

significant chunk of the total deaths. 

 The floods exposed a fatal flaw in the administration: the complete lack of ward-level data on vulnerable 

populations, says Meenakshi Balasubramanian of Equals, Centre for Promotion of Social Justice. 

 According the National Health Profile, released by the Health Ministry last year, the elderly in India i.e. the 

population above 60 years comprise 8.6% of the population (103.8 million) and they are also a vulnerable section. 

Those above 75 years (20.52 million) are most vulnerable and almost 8% of the elderly population is bed-ridden 

or homebound. 

 According to census 2011, 10 per cent of Tamil Nadu’s population is above the age of 60 years — 4,64,122 

people to be specific. By conservative estimates, as many as 5% of older individuals are living alone. 

Kazakhstan key in China’s connectivity initiative 

 China is looking at Kazakhstan as the bridgehead in Central Asia to unroll its ‘Belt and Road’ connectivity initiative 

across the Eurasian landmass, in partnership with Russia. 

 Ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation heads of government conference, Chinese Prime Minister Li 

Keqiang covered extensive ground with his Kazakh counterpart Karim Massimov. 

 The China Railway Group will assist in constructing 22.4 km light railway in Astana. It will have 18 stations and 

one depot, according to a Sino-Kazakh deal signed in May this year. 

 A China-Kazakhstan capacity cooperation fund, linked to the $40 billion Silk Road Fund, is expected to finance 

some of the proposed mega projects. 

Due to undemocratic practices European Parliament called for 
sanctions 

 The European Parliament has called upon the European Union (EU) and its member states to launch “targeted 

sanctions” against “certain members” of the Maldives government and their “leading supporters” in the business 

community. 

 The Parliament wants the EU to freeze the overseas assets of these persons, apart from imposing travel bans 

on them. 

 This course of action has been recommended “in the face of continuing democratic backsliding and deterioration 

of the human rights situation in the Maldives,” according to the website of Parliament, which adopted a resolution 

at a sitting in Strasbourg with 563 votes in favour and 31 votes against. There were 32 abstentions. 

 It also urged the European Commission to issue “comprehensive warnings” about the Maldives’ human rights 

record to tourists planning to visit the country and the European External Action Service (EEAS) to “monitor 

closely” the human rights and political situation in the South Asian country. 
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 It wanted the Maldivian government to safeguard the rights of pro-democracy campaigners, moderate Muslims 

and supporters of secularism, besides ensuring “adequate protection of journalists and human rights defenders 

who face threats and attacks on account of their legitimate work.” 

United Nations wants to remove the differences in security 
council resolution 

 UN diplomats are working to iron out differences over a draft Security Council resolution endorsing the Syrian 

peace process. 

 Work on the text began last week among the permanent five council members — Britain, China, France, Russia 

and the United States — to give UN approval to the roadmap for a Syrian political transition agreed during 

international talks in Vienna. 

 Foreign Ministers from 17 countries were meeting to find common ground on political transition to end the nearly 

five-year war. 

Agreement in UN Security Council regarding Syria 

 For the first time since the nearly five-year-old Syrian civil war began, world powers agreed on at the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC) to embrace a plan for a ceasefire and a peace process that holds the distant 

prospect of ending the conflict. 

 A resolution adopted unanimously by the Security Council reflected a months-long effort by American and 

Russian officials, who have long been at odds over the future of Syria, to find com- mon national interests to stop 

the killing, even if they cannot yet agree on Syria’s ultimate future. 

 The resolution makes no mention of whether Syria’s President, Bashar Al-Assad, would be able to run in new 

elections, which it says must be held within 18 months of the beginning of political talks. 

 That process will begin sometime in January at the earliest, Mr. Kerry and his Russian counterpart, Sergey V. 

Lavrov, conceded. 

 The remaining gap between the Russian and American sides became obvious at the very end of a news 

conference that involved Mr. Kerry and Mr. Lavrov. 

 Mr. Kerry noted that 80 per cent of Russian air strikes were hitting opposition groups fighting Mr. Assad, not the 

forces of the Islamic State extremist group. 

 Mr. Lavrov shot back that for two-and-a-half months, Russia had asked the U.S. to coordinate military operations. 

China raises concern over US bombers in South China Sea 

 Two U.S. B-52 bombers flew close to islands in the flashpoint South China Sea this month in a “serious military 

provocation”. 

http://sscportal.in/community/courses
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit


Online Coaching for RRB Recruitment Exams 

What you will get: 

1. All the relevant and required materials of subjects mention in the RRB syllabus like: 

 100% RRB Exam Syllabus Covered with MCQs. 

 Special Current Affairs. 

2. Home assignment 

3. Important current affairs materials for RRB Examination will be provided 

4. Online Tests will be conducted after the end of each subject. 

5. At the end of your course, five comprehensive test will be conducted to evaluate your performance. 

Our Objectives: 

 Firstly to cover 100% syllabus of the Examination. 

 Secondly to compile all the required study materials in a single place, So to save the precious time of 

the aspirants. 

Our Strategy: 

 Content of every section of the syllabus is developed after a exhaustive research of last year 

Question Papers. 

 Every section is covered with practice set. 

 

For More Information Click Given below link: 

http://rrbportal.com/online-coaching  

http://rrbportal.com/online-coaching


Online Coaching for SSC Exam: 
http://sscportal.in/community/courses 
 

Click Here to Buy Printed Study Kit for SSC Exams  Page 45 

http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit  

 China insists it has sovereignty over virtually all of the resource-rich sea, conflicting with the various claims of 

several neighbouring nations, and U.S. activity in the area has provoked Beijing’s ire several times in recent 

months. 

 During the mission by the two B-52 bombers, one of the aircraft unintentionally flewwithin two nautical miles of 

an artificially constructed is- land. 

 The United States has previously argued for its right to freedom of navigation in the South China Sea and is 

critical of China building artificial islands there. 

Democratic presidential candidates show opinion against 
Donald trump 

 Hillary Clinton and other Democratic presidential hopefuls used Donald Trump as a political bogeyman to 

highlight their own calls to defeat jihadist extremists without using the bigotry and bluster employed by their top 

Republican rival. 

 Former secretary of state Ms. Clinton, Senator Bernie Sanders and Maryland ex-governor Martin O’Malley each 

hit on the need to boost national security, raise the minimum wage and protect rights of women, minorities and 

the dis- advantaged as they faced of in New Hampshire. 

 Candidates also took turns hitting the Trump punching bag, as they hurled outrage about the Republican’s fear-

mongering and recent controversial comments about immigrants in particular, his call for a ban on Muslims 

entering the United States. 

Tamil people's council formed in Sri-lanka 

 The Tamil People’s Council, a forum of political and non-political actors, has been formed in Jaffna with Northern 

Province’s Chief Minister C.V. Wigneswaran as the head. 

 Two reasons have been adduced for the establishment of the Council. A scheme will be formulated to address 

the Tamil question, apart from monitoring the status of implementation of the United Nations Human Rights 

Council’s resolution. 

Fractured mandate in Spain 

 The conservative govern- ing party won the most votes on Sunday, but lost its majority in parliamentary elections 

that underlined the fragmentation of Spanish politics and left the country’s future leadership unclear. 

 The elections are likely to force Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy of the Popular Party to start complicated 

negotiations in order to re- main in office, at the helm of either a minority or coalition government. 

 The vote even leaves the door open for a major post-election turnaround like that in neighbouring Portugal, 

where the premiership changed hands within weeks after national elections in October. 
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 Rajoy’s Popular Party won 123 of the 350 parliamentary seats, down from 186 seats in the last elections, in 

2011, according to the results with nearly all of the votes counted. 

 The Socialists won 90 seats, compared with 110 four years ago, when they were ousted from office after an 

economic crisis hit Spain. 

 The emerging parties Podemos and Citizens will enter Parliament for the first time after winning 69 and 40 seats. 

India- Russia relations 

 A slew of defence acquisitions worth an estimated $10 billion and nuclear and space cooperation agreements to 

be signed during the annual summit with President Putin. 

 The larger goal will be to tilt the impression that the relation has been strained in a year when India grew closer 

to the United States and Russia made overtures to Pakistan for the first time. 

 PM Modi will discuss several big ticket defence deals which would allow Russia to reclaim its position as the top 

military supplier to India, a spot that the U.S. has held for a few years 

 The big announcement during Mr. Modi’s visit would be the purchase of five S-400 Triumf air defence systems 

by India, expected to cost about USD 5-6 billion. India is also likely to announce the purchase of four additional 

improved Talwar class stealth frigates from Russia 

 Tata is also in an advanced stage of talks with Sukhoi to set up a Joint Venture to manufacture spares for Sukhoi 

fighters in India 

 India and Russia will sign a major deal to fast track two more nuclear energy reactors for the fifth and sixth 

phases of Kudankulam energy complex in Tamil Nadu while India could ofer new sites in neighbouring Andhra 

Pradesh as well. 

Zhengzhou emerges a major hub along the New Silk Road 

 A winning combination of rail connectivity and e-commerce is making Zhengzhou the hub of brisk trans-border 

trade between China and Europe. 

 Zhengzhou and Hamburg are emerging as the major centres of the Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB), a 

transEurasia connectivity project. The China-led initiative will connect Asia with Europe along a land corridor 

interlinked by rail, roads, industrial parks and smart cities. 

 At the heart of the network is the Zhengzhou Hub Development and Construction Company (ZIH)—a state-

owned enterprise that steers transcontinental transportation of goods by rail, road, sea and air. 

 Zhengzhou’s advantageous location has also made it a natural gateway further to the East 

Russian raids in Syria may include war crimes 

 Amnesty International said Russian air raids have killed hundreds of civilians in Syria, many in targeted strikes 

that could constitute war crimes, since beginning nearly three months ago. 
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 Some attacks appear to have directly attacked civilians or civilian objects by striking residential areas with no 

evident military target and even medical facilities, resulting in deaths and injuries to civilians, said Amnesty. 

 Such attacks may amount to war crimes, Amnesty also said that it is crucial that suspected violations are 

independently and impartially investigated. 

Syria is ready to take part in talks about future in Geneva 

 Syria is ready to take part in peace talks in Geneva and hopes that the dialogue will help it form a national unity 

government, Syrian Foreign Minister said during a visit to Beijing. 

 The U.N. Security Council last Friday unanimously approved a resolution endorsing an international road map 

for a Syrian peace process, a rare show of unity among major powers on a conflict that has claimed more than 

a quarter of a million lives. 

 The U.N. plans to convene peace talks in Geneva towards the end of January. 

 

 

Pope wants united front against terror 

 The Francis urged the world in his Christmas message to unite to end atrocities by Islamist militants that he said 

were causing immense suffering in many countries. 

 Security was tight at the Vatican as Pope Francis, marking the third Christmas since his election in 2013, read 

his traditional Christmas Day “Urbi et Orbi” (to the city and the world) address from the central balcony of St. 

Peter’s Basilica. 

 Tens of thousands of people had to have their bags checked as they entered the Vatican area and then go 

through airport-style screen- ing if they wanted to enter St. Peter's Square. 

 After calling for an end to the civil wars in Syria and Libya, the Pope said: “May the attention of the international 

community be unanimously directed to ending the atrocities which in those countries, as well as in Iraq, Libya, 

Yemen and subSaharan Africa” 

Asian Infrastructure Investment bank is formally established 

 The China-backed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), viewed by some as a rival to the World Bank 

and Asian Development Bank, was formally established on Friday, according to a statement issued by Beijing. 

 It will be operational once its board of directors and executive council have met for the first time at an opening 

ceremony scheduled for January 16-18, the ministry of fi- nance said in a statement on its official website. 

 Beijing will be by far the largest AIIB shareholder at about 30 percent, according to the legal framework signed 

by 50 founding member countries in late June. 
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 With authorised capital of $100 billion, it expects to ofer its first batch of project loans by mid-2016, ac- cording 

to the official Xinhua news agency. 

TURKEY and CHINA to jointly manufacture missile defence 
system 

 As tensions in West Asia and Ukraine rose in re- cent years, Turkey moved to jointly manufacture a sophisticated 

missile defence system. The $3.4 billion plan would have given Turkey’s military more firepower and laid the 

foundation to start exporting missiles. 

 But Turkey abruptly abandoned the plan just weeks ago in the face of strong opposition from its allies in NATO. 

 Their main opposition is based upon the loss of military secrets to China. 

 As one of its highest economic and foreign policy goals, China has laid out an extensive vision for close relations 

with Turkey and dozens of countries that were loosely connected along the Silk Road more than 1,000 years 

ago by land and sea- borne trade. 

 But Beijing’s effort to revive ancient trade routes, a plan known as the Belt and Road Initiative, is causing 

geopolitical strains, with countries increasingly worried about becoming too dependent on China. 

 

 

First meet of Non- political Tamil People’s council in Srilanka 

 Even as the much-awaited meeting between Tamil National Alliance (TNA)’s chief R. Sampanthan and the 

Northern Province’s Chief Minister C.V. Wigneswaran took place on Christmas day, the Tamil People’s Council 

(TPC), which is headed by the latter, has decided to go ahead with its meeting in Jaffna. 

 The TPC, which had its inaugural meeting a week ago, is expected to come out with its future course of action. 

 The meeting between Mr. Sampanthan and Mr. Wigneswaran would not have any bearing on the recently formed 

body, of the Eelam People’s Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF), a constituent of the TNA. 

 This was the first occasion in recent times that the Northern Province’s Chief Minister had a one-on-one meeting 

with the TNA chief. 

End of China’s contentious one child policy 

 China officially ended its controversial one child policy, allowing couples to have a second child amid deepening 

demographic crisis of shrinking workforce and ageing population in the world’s second-largest economy. 

 Chinese lawmakers passed a historic decision allowing all couples to have two children from January 1, ending 

its over three-and-half decades old policy that prevented over 400 million births in the country. 
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World War II sex slave issue between Japan and South Korea to 
be resolved 

 South Korea and Japan reached an agreement on Monday on their dispute over wartime sex slaves that has 

soured relations for decades, as Tokyo’s leader hailed a “new era” in ties with Seoul. 

 Japan offered a “heartfelt apology” and a one-billion yen ($8.3 million) payment to Korean women forced into 

Japanese military brothels during World War-II. 

 The fate of the 46 surviving South Korean “comfort women” is a hugely emotional issue in South Korea. 

 As part of the agreement Seoul will try to relocate a statue symbolising comfort women which currently stands 

in front of the Japanese embassy through consultations with relevant NGOs. 
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Repo rate unchanged 

 The benchmark interest rate, the repo rate, unchanged at 6.75 per cent as expected, and stressed the central 

bank’s policy stance remained “accommodative”. 

 The comment signalled that the RBI was prepared to continue with more monetary easing, if needed, to support 

an economic recovery. 

 Consumer price inflation, RBI’s main gauge for measuring price gains, quickened to a four-month-high of 5 per 

cent in October though the central bank appears on course to meet its January inflation target of 6 per cent. 

 Rajan also stressed the need for fiscal consolidation, which is also required for further monetary easing. 

 The impact of the seventh pay commission’s proposals need to watched. The pay panel’s direct effect on 

aggregate demand is, however, likely to be offset by appropriate budgetary tightening as the Government stays 

on the fiscal consolidation path, 

Manufacturing sector growth drops to 25-month low 

 India’s manufacturing sector grew at its slowest pace in 25 months in November on sluggish pace of new 

business orders, data from a monthly survey showed, strengthening the case for the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

to keep the interest rates low. 

 This also marks the fourth consecutive month of decline in the rate of Indian manufacturing output growth, as 

per the monthly Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) survey conducted by Markit and Nikkei India. 

 he health of India’s manufacturing economy improved for the 25th successive month in November, although to 

the least extent in this sequence. The latest PMI data showed slower increases in incoming new business and 

output, while subdued demand growth led firms to keep workforce numbers broadly unchanged 

India showing early signs of recovery: Moody’s 

 An increase in public sector expenditure and an upturn in capital replacement cycle are driving investment in 

India, and it will take a while for private investment to show a sustainable revival, according to a report by Moody’s 

Investors Service. 

 a broad-based and sustainable revival in the private sector capital expenditure cycle will likely take longer to 

materialise, given high corporate leverage, asset quality concerns in the banking sector, and subdued external 

demand 

 India’s economy was forecast to grow forecast at 7 per cent for 2015 and 7.5 per cent for 2016 “which take into 

account a slower investment recovery, 

Economy Issue 
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 The manufacturing sector in India is unlikely to increase its capital expenditure in any significant manner in the 

near-term due to the poor state of global demand, weak commodity prices and low capacity utilisation. 

Government lags in completion of national highways 

 The government has completed only 26 per cent of the National Highways construction target, with four months 

left in this financial year, according to a statement by the Roads Ministry. 

 It targeted to complete 10,950 km of National High- ways during 2015-16. Until October 31,2015 about 2,892 km 

have been constructed. 

 The government has allocated Rs.81,114.60 crore through various schemes for the development of highways 

during this financial year, Mr. Radhakrishnan said. 

 The available port capacity was enough to handle the existing traic, he said. “The total capacity of ports both 

major ports and non-major ports was 1530.23 million tonnes as on 31.03.201. 

 Against this capacity, total traffic handled during 2014-15 was 1052.51 million tonnes. 

Government will monitor the calls 

 The government’s electronic intelligence monitoring system , the Central Monitoring System (CMS), will become 

operational by March 2016, Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said in a written reply to Lok Sabha. 

 Government has decided to set up the Centralised Monitoring System (CMS) to automate the process of lawful 

interception and monitoring of telecommunications. 

 He added that technology development and pilot trials have been completed and the system is anticipated to be 

progressively operationalised from the end of the financial year. 

 The Cabinet Committee on Security has also approved the CMS project with government funding of Rs.400 

crore. 

BRICS Bank’s Kazbekov welcomes yuan’s inclusion in IMF 
reserve currency basket 

 Vladimir Kazbekov, the Vice-President of the New Development Bank (NDB) of the Brazil-Russia-India-Chi- na-

South Africa (BRICS) grouping, has welcomed the inclusion of the Chinese yuan in the IMF basket of reserve 

currencies, as it would benefit the five emerging economies. 

 IMF’s move would further consolidate the value of the yuan, which is also called the renminbi (RMB). 

 Analysts say that the stability of the yuan will benefit the BRICS nations. This was because the NDB was 

considering raising capital in Yuan-de- nominated bonds as a first step before it entered the bond markets of the 

rest of the members of BRICS grouping. 

 The NDB was approaching the BRICS bond markets so that a financial mechanism could be evolved, which 

would gradually reduce dependence on financial mar- kets of developed economies and their hard currencies. 
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Developed world to abandon WTO’s Doha Round talks 

 The government opposed alleged attempts of the developed world to“abandon” the 14-year-oldDoha Round 

talks of theWorld Trade Organisation (WTO) at the coming Nairobi ministerial meeting by citing the slow progress 

of negotiations to liberalise world trade 

 Over 100 member countries including India (out of the total 162 member countries of WTO) want the DohaRound 

to be successfully concluded expeditiously, but only after ensuring that the “development’’ dimension of the round 

is fulfilled in all aspects 

 The Nairobi ministerial meeting is slated to be held during December 15-18. The Doha Development Round the 

ongoing negotiation round of the WTO for a pact to open up world trade by lowering or eliminating barriers had 

begun in 2001. 

 the rich world, was not only stonewalling the Doha Round talks, but also was making efforts to introduce ‘new 

issues’ into the round.These new issues include labour and environmental standards, e-commerce, glob-al value 

chains and promotion of supply chains, environmental and sustainable goods produced using clean and green 

energy, transparency in government procurement, state-owned enterprises and designated monopolies, besides 

competition and investment provisions. 

Coal India to increase focus on its consumers 

 Coal India, chasing a one billion output target, is aiming to improve the grade of coal to maintain uniformity and 

stop the supply of boulders and foreign materials. It is also taking steps to improve marketing. 

 in first half of 2015-16, CIL clocked a production growth of 8.9 per cent against a net sales growth 7.3 per cent 

and a post-tax profit growth of 1.3per cent 

 To improve coal grades the company is setting up coal 15 washeries as it reduces ash content in coal. 

 Coal is graded according to the gross calorific value system (GCV), which is the amount of heat generated which 

burning a specified amount of the commodity 

 Currently, there are 17 bands and traditionally majority ofIndian coal has high ash con-tent, which low heat 

value.Washing improves this. 

 Surface miners are also be-ing deployed by CIL for selective mining at some of the open cast mines for producing 

dust-free regular size coal in order to improve coal quality, while improving the blast-ing method to prevent mixing 

coal with overburden material is being adopted. Efforts are also being made to iron out the differences over third 

party sampling. 

RBI to comb bank books to unearth hidden bad loans 

 The Reserve Bank ofIndia Bank is set to intensify its scrutiny of banks’ financial accounts during the annual 

financial inspection process as the banking regulator races to achieve the goal of cleaning up bank balance 

sheets byMarch 2017. 
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 there has been a discrepancy in the non-per-forming asset numbers that banks report and what the central bank 

finds during the annual inspections 

 RBI Governor RaghuramRajan has set March 2017 as the deadline to complete the clean up exercise. This is 

be-cause, banks have to make a significant amount of provisioning, and instead of doing it at one go — which 

could severely impact their bottom-line — they can spread it over six quarters. 

 The opaque nature of dis-closure by public sector banks has also caught the attention of investors as most of 

these banks’ shares are trad-ing at a discount to their book value. The subdued valuation has in turn limited their 

ability to raise capital from the market. 

Rbi Wants To Reduce Volatility Before Fed Decision 

 Haunted By Memories Of India’s 2013 Markets Crash, The Country’s Central Bank Is Engaging In A Tricky 

Balancing Act With Domestic Yields To Keep Volatility Out Of Its Bond Markets Ahead Of The Federal Reserve’s 

Historic Policy Decision This Month. 

 The Reserve Bank Of India (Rbi) Is Seeking To Prevent Wild Swings In Bond Markets By Agreeing To Pay 

Higher Interest Rates To Investors At Bond Auctions, People With Knowledge Of The Central Bank's Operations 

Say, While Also Buying Bonds In The Open Market To Stop Yields Rising Too Much. 

 Although India Has Outperformed Many Emerging Mar- Kets This Year, The Country Has Not Been Immune To 

Fed Jitters, With Foreign Investors Selling Around $1.7 Billion In Bonds And Shares Last Month. 

 The People Familiar With Rbi Operations Say It Is Worried Weak Market Participation At Its Auctions Ahead Of 

The Fed’s December 15-16 Meeting Could Trigger A Sell- Of. In 2013, Fed ‘taper’ Fears Sent The Rupee To A 

Record Low. 

Vodafone To Resolve Call Drops On A War Footing 

 Vodafone India, Facing Flak Over Frequent Call Drops On Its Network, Has In- Vested Rs 500 Crore In The First 

Eight Months Of The Current Financial Year To Improve Its Services In Delhi But Expressed Reservations On 

The Order To Compensate Users For Dropped Calls. 

 The Company’s Managing Director And Ceo, Sunil Sood, Said They Were Working On A War Footing To Improve 

Services. 

 According To A Survey By Telecom Enforcement, Resource And Monitoring (Term) Cell Which Operates Under 

The Department Of Telecommunications (Dot) Call Drop On Vodafone’s Net- Work In Delhi Was In The Range 

Of 0.3-2.97 In October, An Improvement From 1.53-6.63 In August. 

 Telecom Regulator Trai Has Set A Benchmark Of 2 Per Cent. 

India may ban imports of 24-carat gold jewellery 
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 India is planning to ban imports of 24-carat gold jewellery in an attempt to curb the misuse of free trade 

agreements (FTAs) with Asian countries 

 The world's second biggest gold consumer raised the import duty on the metal to 10 percent in 2013 to curb 

demand but that has boosted smuggling and prompted some importers to use India's FTAs with the Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations to import 24-carat gold jewellery at just two percent import duty. 

 The government is now planning to change existing rules to allow imports of only lower-quality 18 and 22-carat 

jewellery 

OPEC talks fails 

 Members of OPEC failed to agree an oil production ceiling on Friday at a meeting that ended in acrimony, after 

Iran said it would not consider any production curbs until it restores output scaled back for years under Western 

sanctions. 

 Oil prices have more than halved over the past 18 months to a fraction of what most OPEC members need to 

balance their budgets. Brent oil futures fell by 1 per cent on Friday to trade around $43, only a few dollars off a 

six year low. 

 Banks such as Goldman Sachs predict they could fall further to as low as $20 per barrel as the world produces 

more oil than it consumes and runs out of capacity to store the excess. 

 OPEC's secretary general Abdullah al-Badri said OPEC could not agree on any figures because it could not 

predict how much oil Iran would add to the market next year, as sanctions are withdrawn under a deal reached 

six months ago with world powers over its nuclear programme. 

 Iran has made its position clear ahead of the meeting with Zangeneh saying Tehran would raise supply by at 

least one million barrels a day — or one per cent of global supply — after sanctions are lifted. 

 The world is already producing up to 2 million bpd more than it consumes. 

Solar capacity crosses 5,000 MW 

 India’s total installed capacity of solar power has crossed the 5-GW-mark. The total commissioned utility solar 

capacity in the country stands at about 4.7 GW, while rooftop capacity is 525 MW, according to Bridge to India, 

a solar energy consulting firm 

 While the central government has laid down the ambitious target of 100 GW by 2022, states have taken the lead 

over central government schemes in the last year. Encouraged by falling costs and growing need for green 

energy, states like Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu have all 

announced substantial policy initiatives 

 As of today, the country has a solar project pipeline of 15.7 GW. 
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 Solar Energy Corporation of India is engaged in implementing a number of renewable energy projects including 

setting up of 2,750 MW solar power projects under VGF (viability gap funding) schemes, solar Park schemes, 

roof-top projects and projects in association with other organisations. 

Fitch Ratings affirms India’s sovereign rating at ‘BBB-’, outlook 
‘stable’ 

 Fitch Ratings affirmed India’s sovereign rating at ‘BBB-’, the lowest in-vestment grade and just a notch above 

‘junk’ status, and kept the outlook Stable. 

 The affirmation balances strong GDP growth outlook and favourable external finances with the high government 

debt burden and difficult-but-improving business environment. 

 It forecast real GDP growth to accelerate to 7.5 per cent in the current financial year, followed by 8 per cent in 

2016-17. 

 The pick-up in growth, it said, will be largely driven by sup-port from the government’s “beefed-up capex spending 

and gradual implementation of a broad-based structural reform agenda”. 

 Real growth averaged 6.7per cent over the past five years, which is considerably higher than the ‘BBB’ range 

median of 3.0 per cent 

 India moved up four places in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business rankings, but is still the worst-performing 

of all ‘BBB’ range sovereign state 130th out of 189 countries, the rating agency pointed out 

 It also cautioned that the centre-plus-states’ debt bur-den could rise to 68.8 per cent of GDP, one of the highest 

of ‘BBB’ range sovereigns and far of the ‘BBB’ category median of 42.8 per cent of GDP. The increase largely 

results from state government staking part of the power distribution companies’ debt on-to their own balance 

sheets, following the Government’s Uday initiative 

e-commerce will enter in mutual fund and crowd fundng 

 Capital markets regulator the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) will soon put in place norms to help 

entrepreneurs raise funds through ‘crowdfunding’. 

 While discussions are also underway to allow sale of mutual funds through e-commerce platforms. 

 A SEBI-constituted committee, headed by Infosys co-founder N. R. Narayana Murthy, to suggest ways for raising 

of funds through crowdfunding is likely to submit its report in a month. 

  The markets regulator had earlier come out with a discussion paper for crowdfunding norms to help young 

entrepreneurs and small groups of people raise funds. 

 Crowdfunding typically involves young entrepreneurs and small groups of people raising funds for their ventures 

through various online platforms involving individuals and organisations. 

 SEBI Chairman also said the regulator was actively working towards making it possible for mutual funds (MF) to 

sell their schemes on e-commerce platforms. 
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Non- tax revenue on the up 

 The huge increase in non-tax revenue to Rs 1,43,633 crore from Rs.94,704 crore can mostly be attributed to the 

‘Economic Services’ component of the ‘Other Non-Tax Revenue’ segment. 

 One large component of this economic services segment is revenue earned through the energy sector, due to 

the auctions taking place there, and another is the revenue the government is earning in stages from the telecom 

auctions conducted last year 

 Another area contributing to the increase in non-tax revenue is the dividends and profits accruing to the 

government, especially what was transferred from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to the government 

 The increase in tax revenue can mostly be explained by the fact that indirect tax collections in the form of 

customs, excise and service tax have increased significantly due to revenue-generating measures taken by the 

government over the last year such as increasing the excise duty on petrol, diesel and tobacco, and increasing 

the service tax rate. 

Centre to promote cashless transactions 

 Income tax rebate is one of the incentives being considered by the government to encourage people to move 

away from cash transactions and curb black money flows, a senior official said on condition of anonymity. The 

move may eventually use cashless transaction records to build a credit history for the poor and help them access 

loans. 

 While the usage of cards and mobile payment solutions such as PayTM and Eze-ap is expanding rapidly in ur-

ban India, the government is looking at ways to take this to the hinterland. 

 Following the expansion of bank accounts coverage under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, the government 

wants to scale up the infrastructure for making digital payments so that the same convenience and acceptability 

as cash can be attained. The National Payments Corporation of India is building a part of that infrastructure. 

 one of the ideas being examined is that if an income tax rebate could be offered to those who make a substantial 

part of their annual payments in the cashless mode. Since bank statements are already submitted at the time of 

filing tax returns, it would easy to gauge the quantum of cash withdrawals made from their accounts. 

 Of the many solutions to tame black money, cashless transaction is one of the very important solutions, 

PrimeMinister, Narendra Modi, said, stressing that people should make cashless transactions a habit.. “This is a 

very big opportunity and we should promote this. 

India rejects ‘artificial deadlines’ for WTO deal 

 India has said it will neither agree to ‘artificial deadlines’ to conclude theWorld Trade Organisation’s(WTO) Doha 

Round negotiations aimed at liberalising global trade, nor concur with rich nations’ attempts to expand the ambit 

of the talks by introducing “new” issues without completely fulfilling the Round’s ‘development’ dimension. 
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 The Doha Round talks had begun in 2001 and has since missed several deadlines for concluding it, due to 

persist-ing differences between the developed and developing world on a host of issues related to trade 

liberalisation and granting market opening commitments. 

 Significantly, on the attempts of the developed countries to introduce ‘new’ issues citing the sluggish progress of 

the negotiations on the one hand and the increasing relevance of these so-called 21st Century issues,it was 

important to first agree on issues of importance to the developing and the poor world. 

 These include the reduction of ‘huge and trade distort-ing’ agribusiness subsidies in developed countries, an 

effective Special Safeguard Mechanism (a trade remedy allow-ing developing countries to temporarily hike duties 

on farm products to counter sudden import surges and price falls, thereby protecting the interests of poor 

farmers),and a permanent solution to the issue of public food stock-holding in developing countries for the 

purpose of food security 

Industrial output climbs to 5-year high 

 With 17 of the 22 industry groups in the manufacturing sector showing a posi-tive growth, the industrial output in 

October recorded a five-year high of 9.8 per cent year-on-year. 

 The higher growth was on account of a favourable base, as October 2014 registered a negative growth 2.7 per 

cent, as well as the pre-festive sea-son ramp up in output. 

 The industrial output in September 2015 was 3.6 per cent. The growth logged be-tween April and October this 

year over the corresponding period of the previous fiscal was 4.8 per cent. 

 Mining recorded 4.7 per cent year-on-year growth (versus 3 per cent in September), while manufacturing output 

was 10.6 per cent for the month (versus 2.6 per cent in September). 

 Electricity output was seen at 9 per cent in October (versus 11.4 per cent last month). 

 The cumulative growth in these three sectors during April-October 2015 over the corresponding period of 2014 

has been 2 per cent, 5.1 per cent and 5.2 per cent respectively. 

Slide in Brent crude oil price continues 

 Crude oil prices hit fresh seven-year lows as the International Energy Agency (IEA) warned global oversupply 

could worsen in the new year. 

 Brent slipped below $39 a barrel for the first time since December 2008 as the IEA, which advises developed 

nations on energy, warned that demand growth was starting to slow. 

 Brent crude futures were down 60 cents at $39.13 a bar-rel at 1058 GMT, bouncing slightly from a session low 

of $38.90. 

To protect steel, anti-dumping duty has been slapped 
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 India on imposed anti-dumping duty of up to 57.39 per cent on import of certain stainless steel products from 

China, Korea, the U.S. and EU for five years to save the domestic industry from cheap shipments. 

 The anti-dumping duty imposed under this notification shall be levied for a period of five years. 

 The duty in the range of 5.39 per cent to 57.39 per cent of the landed value of ‘Cold-rolled Flat' products of stain-

less steel has imposed on the recommendation of Directorate General of Anti-dumping and Allied Duties (DGAD) 

in October. 

 The anti-dumping duty will be 57.39 per cent on the imports from China, 5.39 to 13.44 per cent from South Korea, 

15.93 per cent from Chinese Taipei, 9.47 per cent from the U.S., 29.41 to 52.56 per cent from the European 

Union, 4.58-5.39 per cent from Thailand and 12.34 to 36.91 per cent  

Aligning Make in India with FDI 

 The latest changes to the country’s foreign direct investment or FDI policy could end up hurting the government’s 

ambition to make India a global manufacturing hub, as they have introduced an element of uncertainty over 

manufacturing investments where none existed before. 

 The new FDI policy announced by the government ahead of Prime Minister Modi’s visit to the United Kingdom 

and the G20 summit in Turkey last month, entailed liberalising norms for 15 sectors, including de- fence, 

construction, civil aviation, FM radio, single brand retail, private banks and manufacturing. 

 But the notification to effect these changes issued by the department of industrial policy and promotion, 

introduces the definition of what constitutes ‘manufacture’ within the purview of the FDI policy which industry 

experts and representatives say could be a ‘double whammy’ for investments. 

 Defining manufacturing in the FDI policy could end up restricting foreign investments in some sectors, including 

the likes of electronics and hardware manufacturing. 

 At the same time, Indian firms are worried that this could open the door for competitors to make minor changes 

to imported goods and still call it ‘manufacture’. 

 Under the new FDI policy, slitting complex films for electronic capacitors, testing, etching a surface etc. may be 

declared as not manufacturing, for instance. 

 These FDI reforms are ‘one more proof of minimum government and maximum governance. 

 Opening up the manufacturing sector for wholesale, retail and e-commerce so that the industries are motivated 

to Make In India and sell it to the customers here instead of importing from other countries. 

India want a permanent solution on public stockholding 

 India wanted an agreement on a Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) and on a permanent solution on public 

stockholding for food security purposes. 
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 SSM is a trade remedy which is important for developing countries as it will allow them to temporarily hike duties 

to counter sudden import surges and price falls of farm products due to the heavily subsidised agricultural imports 

from developed countries, it said. 

 India asked the G33 countries to stand united, and collectively send out a message that the Nairobi Ministerial 

Declaration should be balanced and cover all the elements of the Doha Development Agenda. 

China urged G-20 member countries to pursue structural 
reforms 

 China, the host for the 2016 G20 meet and holder of the rotating presidency, urged member countries to pursue 

structural reforms to spur global economic growth even as the Asian giant’s economy slows. Macro-economic 

expansionary policies such as monetary easing remain a ‘temporary response’ to the global financial crisis of 

2008. 

 G20 leaders had met at Antalya last month and resolved to persist with collective action to lift actual and potential 

growth of their economies and boost job creation. 

 The G20 summit mechanism for economic co-operation had evolved in the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis. 

 Due to growing divergence in economic performance and policy priorities among major economies, we are 

seeing increasing difficulties in macro-economic policy co-ordination. The world economy calls for a new impetus. 

 China has questioned the significant rise in protectionist measures adopted by countries in trade and investment 

and the lack of movement on the World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) Doha Development round of talks. G20 

nations account for 80 per cent of global trade volumes. 

 China has proposed a new assessment system that focuses on aggregate impacts of the structural reform 

measures undertaken by G20 countries instead of focusing on the progress of implementation. This, it has 

argued, would provide a more objective and effective evaluation of reforms. 

Rupee slips past 67 a dollar 

 Heightened uncertainties over an impending Fed rate hike dragged the Indian rupee past the 67-mark, a 27-

month low against the greenback amid strong overseas sentiment. 

 The domestic unit resumed sharply lower at 67.09 a dollar from weekend’s close of 66.88 at the Interbank Foreign 

Exchange market on the back of frantic dollar demand and weakened further to 67.12 in mid-afternoon trade 

before ending at 67.09, revealing a fall of 21 paise, or 0.31 per cent. 

Asset quality situation of banks assessed 

 The country’s top bankers met Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor, Raghuram Rajan, to appraise the RBI 

about their asset quality situation in the view of the deadline set by the central bank to clean up the lenders’ 

balance sheets. 
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 During the monetary policy meeting, Mr Rajan said by March 2017 the banks’ balance sheet will be cleaned up. 

This means banks will have to make provisioning for bad loans. 

 Whenever they fall short RBI inspectors will rigorously comb the bank books to unearth hidden stress that were 

yet to be provided. Banks need to set aside capital for provisioning towards stressed assets. 

 Stressed assets as a percentage of gross advances moved up to 11.1 per cent as on March 2015. 

Import and Export both on negative territory 

 India’s exports fell for the twelfth consecutive month in November, virtually shrinking by a quarter from a year 

earlier to $20 billion, leading exporters to seek an intervention from the government as they believe the situation 

is now worse than what they faced at the peak of the global financial crisis in 2008-09. 

 Imports also contracted by a sharp 30 per cent in November, led by a 63 per cent decline in fertiliser imports, 

and a 45 per cent dip in oil imports. Pulses, electronics and fruits and vegetables were the only commodities to 

see an increase in imports. 

 The trade deficit for November 2015 was just $9.7 billion, compared with $16.2 billion in November 2014 and 

experts said the country was unlikely to face pressure on the current account deficit even if there were some 

foreign capital outflows in response to an anticipated interest rate hike by the U.S. Federal Reserve. 

 Just seven out of India’s top thirty export goods, including carpets, jute products and tea registered an increase 

in November, compared to nine goods in October. 

 The share of India’s trade (exports plus imports) to its gross domestic product (GDP) — referred to as ‘trade 

openness’ in economic parlance — has fallen drastically from 55.6 per cent at peak in fiscal 2013 to 46 per cent 

in the second quarter of the current fiscal. 

Government ready to roll out GST 

 The finance ministry is ready to roll out the new indirect tax regime for goods and services in 2016, even as an 

impasse in the Upper House of Parliament has prevented constitutional amendments to enable the new taxation 

system. 

 By January 2016, the ministry expects to finalise a draft model law for state governments to adopt the Goods 

and Services tax (GST) system that would replace multiple excise, sales and octroi duties levied on inter-State 

and intra-State trade of products and help make the country a single market, according to the ministry. The 

ministry also expects to have the IT network in place next month to manage the transition to the new regime. 

 But to get to that stage, the Constitutional Amendment Bill for GST needs to be passed with a two-thirds majority 

in the Rajya Sabha and then be ratified by at least 15 state assemblies to become law of the land. 

 A GST Council with representatives from the Centre and the States would then be formed, following which states 

would have to enact their own legislations to enable the actual switch to the GST regime. 
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 It is going to take at least another month by which we will be able to finalise the draft law and once that is done 

we will be putting it up in the public domain and process of consultation and regional conferences for interaction 

with trade and industry will be done. 

PAN card required for cash transaction above 2 lakh 

 The government has made it mandatory to quote PAN (permanent account number) for all transactions in excess 

of Rs.2 lakh, regardless of the mode of payment, to curb black money. 

 The new rule, effective from January 1, will cover purchases of all goods or services, such as say gold jewellery 

or furniture, Revenue Secretary, Hasmukh Adhia told reporters. 

 This includes all payments made through cash, cheques or debit or credit cards. In the case of immovable 

property, where quoting PAN is currently required for transactions of Rs.5 lakh, the government has decided to 

raise the monetary limits to Rs.10 lakh. 

 It raised the monetary limit to Rs.50,000 from Rs.25,000 in the case of hotel or restaurant bills paid at any one 

time, and for bills on account of overseas travel. The limit is being raised to Rs.1 lakh from Rs.50,000 for purchase 

or sale of shares of an unlisted company. 

 Opening of a no-frills bank account, such as a Jan Dhan account, will not require PAN, he said. Other than that, 

the requirement of PAN applies to opening of all bank accounts including the co-operative banks. 

 Those who do not hold PAN would have to fill a form and furnish any one of a specified list of documents to 

establish their identity, according to press statement. 

 One of the recommendations of the Special Investigation Team on black money was to make PAN compulsory 

for all sales and purchases of goods and services above one lakh. 

Public equity investments touch a record high 

 Private equity investments in India touched a record high of $17.5 billion in 2015 across 685 deals, breaching 

the previous high of $14.7 billion recorded in 2007, a PwC report 

 The silver lining for India is that the rest of the BRIC’s are not doing too well at the moment and India’s macros 

are looking good, with the current account and fiscal deficit at acceptable levels, relatively stable rupee, inflation 

at sub 5 per cent and most importantly in a declining interest rate regime, which should encourage private 

investment as demand picks up 

 The other sectors, which outperformed this year were, financial services and healthcare, which contributed deals 

worth $2.4 billion and $1.58 billion, respectively 

Ban on diesel cars to hit automakers 

 The Supreme Court’s decision banning registration of diesel vehicles with engines of 2000 cc and higher capacity 

in the National Capital Region is “unfortunate”, as the move will hit the nascent recovery in the industry 
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 The companies that are likely to be most impacted by the decision are luxury car manufacturers such as 

Mercedes Benz and Jaguar Land Rover, besides makers of sport utility vehicles like Mahindra and Mahindra, 

Tata Motors and Toyota. 

 The ban creates an environment of uncertainty and will severely impact our expansion plans and future 

investments put in place for the Indian market 

 Delhi NCR, which is one of the biggest luxury car markets in India, contributes about 7 per cent of the overall 

passenger vehicle sales. The contribution of diesel vehicles is about 2-3 per cent of the overall industry volumes 

 SIAM said while the decision would certainly hurt some segments of the automotive industry, it would, however, 

not bring about any perceptible improvement in the air quality of Delhi. 

Maruti’s Gujarat plant gets nod for shareholders 

 Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) minority shareholders have given a go-ahead for the proposal to let Japanese parent 

Suzuki Motor Corporation develop and invest in its upcoming manufacturing plant in Gujarat. 

 The resolution has passed comfortably with 89.75 per cent of the minority shareholder who cast their vote voting 

in favour and 10.25 per cent voting against the proposal 

 Following the approval, the company will move ahead to transfer assets at the Gujarat plant, where it has already 

invested Rs.350 crore, to Suzuki's wholly owned arm Suzuki Motor Gujarat Pvt. Ltd. 

Fed rate hike 

 The central bank raised the range of the federal funds rate by a quarter of a percentage point to between 0.25 

per cent and 0.50 per cent. 

 The US Federal Reserve has raised the interest rates by one quarter percentage, the first in seven years when 

America tumbled into a deep financial crisis with the collapse of the Wall Street. 

 This action marks the end of an extraordinary seven-year long period during which the Federal Reserve funds 

rate was held near zero to support the recovery of the economy from the worst financial crisis and recession 

since the Great Depression 

 Room for further improvement in the labor market remains and inflation continues to run below our longer run 

objective. But with the economy performing well and expected to continue to do so, the committee judged that a 

modest increase in the federal funds rate target is now appropriate. Recognising that even after this increase, 

monetary policy remains accommodative 

Stocks surge as investors take Fed rate increase in stride 

 Investors shrugged-off the U.S. Federal Reserve’s first interest rate increase in almost a decade, with stocks 

surging and the rupee closing at a one-month high. 

 The Fed raised the benchmark rate by 25 basis points and signalled it was in no rush to raise rates again. 
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 The increase, which had been factored in by most market participants, ended the uncertainty over the U.S. 

central bank’s timing of its decision and helped the BSE Sensex climb almost 310 points. 

 As far as markets are concerned, the major uncertainty has gone and the focus will now shift to the fundamentals 

of India. While the emerging market space, as a whole, may look less attractive versus the U.S. economy, India 

is likely to stand out. 

 India is less dependent than several of its peers on commodity exports, and has thus not been negatively affected 

by the global rout in commodity price 

Growth forecast for this year changed 

 India lowered its GDP growth projection for the current year to between 7-7.5 per cent against the earlier forecast 

of 8.1-8.5 per cent. 

 The outlook going forward is challenging and, without reforms, GDP growth next year is unlikely to be significantly 

greater than this year, according to the government. 

 The cut in forecast follows GDP growth in the first half of the year (from April to September) slowing to 7.2 per 

cent from 7.5 per cent in the corresponding period last year. 

 Economic growth was dragged down by the 17.4 per cent decline in exports in the first half and the adverse 

impact of deficient monsoons on farm sector output. 

 Nominal growth during this period also slowed substantially from 13.5 per cent to 7.4 per cent. The sharp and 

continuing decline is a cause for concern, according to a mid-year review of the economy that Union Finance 

Minister Arun Jaitley tabled in the Parliament. 

 The slowdown will pose a challenge to meeting the fiscal deficit target of 3.9 per cent of GDP and will also place 

a stress on tax revenue collections. 

 India’s debt-to-GDP ratio too will cease to decline, a development with significant implications for India’s 

macroeconomic stability and vulnerability to external risks. 

 The ratio had been declining over the past 10-12 years, benefiting from the nominal GDP growth exceeding the 

government’s cost of borrowing. 

Stalemate continues at WTO meet 

 The WTO Nairobi meet which was expected to produce by noon on Friday a Ministerial Declaration to liberalise 

global trade stretched into overtime with the developing and the developed world failing to bridge their differences 

over farm issues as well as on whether to continue with the ongoing 14-year-old Doha Round talks. 

 To ensure the continuation of the Doha Round till all outstanding issues are solved, developing countries 

including India demanded that the Nairobi Ministerial Conference re-affirm the Doha Development Agenda, to 

improve the trade prospects of developing and poor countries. 
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 The developed world, led by the U.S., wanted free themselves from the strictures of the Doha framework and 

bring in new issues, what they call the emerging trade issues, to “revitalise” the WTO and the multilateral trading 

system. 

 These new issues include global value chains, e-commerce, labour, environment, competition policies, 

investment pacts and state-owned enterprises, on all of which the rich nations have much superior standards or 

rules than the developing and poor countries. 

 Developing and poor countries feel these standards or rules might become non-tariff barriers, hurting their 

exports. 

 The developing world had opposed a draft Ministerial Declaration floated on Thursday as it did not have any 

commitment by Member countries on the re-affirmation of the Doha Development Agenda, while it did mention 

the possibility of the new issues being introduced. 

 Lot is at stake for African countries as the Ministerial Conference is being held in the continent for the first time. 

 An LDC package, likely to be agreed upon by all the members, would include duty-free, quota-free market access 

for LDCs, the LDC services waiver (to ensure preferences to LDCs in services trade) and preferential rules of 

origin. 

Companies listed in BSE spent more than 6400 crore on CSR 

 Nearly 1,200 companies listed on the BSE together spent one billion dollars or Rs.6,400 crore towards corporate 

social responsibility activities in 2014-15, with majority of funds utilised for education, skills, health and sanitation 

sector. 

 Under the new Companies Act, a certain class of profitable companies must spend every year at least 2 per cent 

of their average net profit over the preceding three years on CSR. 

 The norms, which are applicable on a 1,294 BSE-listed companies, came into effect starting April 2014. 

 Within the first year of the legislation coming into effect, the study found Rs.6,400 crore has been spent for CSR 

activities with almost 55 per cent being channelled to education, skills, livelihoods, health and sanitation. 

 It added that only about two per cent of the funds have gone to Prime Minister’s relief fund. 

 87 per cent of the eligible listed companies have actually spent on CSR though 52 per cent shelled out less than 

the two per cent requirement. 

More than 35000 crore has been generated through PSU sale 

 Government’s disinvestment kitty has almost doubled this year with over Rs.35,000 crore garnered through PSU 

share sales, but not without the help of its all- time saviour LIC, while a strong pipeline is ready for 2016 with 

bluechips such as NTPC, Coal India and ONGC. 
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 At a record high of Rs.35,236 crore ($5.3 billion), the total funds collected by the government through part- sale 

of its stake in the ‘family silver’ PSUs during 2015 marks a huge jump from about Rs.18,000 raised in the previous 

year. 

 The disinvestment proceeds stood at about Rs.22,000 crore in the year 2013. 

 Targeting at least Rs.50,000 crore of funds from sale of the PSU shares in 2016, the government will look for 

right market conditions and positive global cues to resume its disinvestment drive in the new year as it looks to 

garner the much-needed resources to meet the deficit targets. 

Chennai FC won second season of ISL 

 A sea of humanity at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Fatorda was silenced in a matter of moments as 

Chennaiyin FC beat FC Goa 3-2 in the Indian Su- per League final here on Sunday. 

 With barely three minutes left Joffre Gonzalez scored of a free-kick in what seemed to be the winner (at 2-1), 

only for the visitors to hit back with two goals in a single minute to steal the title. 

Barcelona won club World Cup title 

 Lionel Messi marked his return from illness with a brilliant goal as Barcelona beat Argentina’s River Plate 3-0 to 

capture a record third Club World Cup on Sunday. 

 The Spanish giant welcomed back Messi after a bout of kidney stones and the mercurial Argentine scored with 

a clinical finish on 36 minutes, before a lethal Luis Suarez double destroyed River’s hopes. 

 The Uruguayan warned that Barca was still hungry for more success. 

India joins select club to build LNG ships 

 Cochin Shipyard has received certification to build LNG-transporting ships for any client world-wide, making it 

the first shipyard in In- dia to get the nod, joining the league of South Korea, Japan and China. 

 The French company providing the certification, Gaz- transport et Technigaz (GTT), is a leader in design 

engineering and provides membrane-type containment systems for the transportation and storage of LNG, 

according to a statement from the Ministry of Shipping. 

 The most critical part of an LNG ship is its cryogenic containment and handling system as the LNG is carried at 

a temperature of -163 degrees. 

 This requires fool- proof cryogenic containment and safe handling and transfer systems. Cochin Shipyard is now 

authorised to use the membrane type technologies of GTT for any liquid gas carriers, more particularly the LNG 

carriers. 

Crude oil breaks ten year record 
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 Brent crude prices fell to their lowest in more than 11 years, hounded by a relentless rise in global supply that 

looks set to outpace demand again next year. 

 Oil production is running close to record highs and, with fresh barrels poised to enter the market from the likes 

of Iran, the U.S. and Libya, the price of crude is set for its largest monthly percentage decline in seven years. 

 While consumers have enjoyed lower fuel prices, producers have hacked back spending and cut thousands of 

jobs, while exporting nations have suffered tumbling revenue. 

 Brent futures fell by about two per cent to as low as $36.05 a barrel on Monday, their weakest since July 2004, 

and were down 45 cents at $36.43. 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy bill tabled in lower house 

 The Centre on Mon- day tabled the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Bill, 2015 in the Lok Sabha. The Bill, if passed, 

should enhance the ease of doing business in the country. 

 A recent survey report by global consultancy Alvarez and Marsal found that the average duration for insolvency 

resolution in India is 4.3 years, which is significantly higher than the prevailing norm of 2.6 years in South Asia 

and 1.7 years in the OECD high-income countries. 

 The World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Report also confirms the long duration of insolvency resolution in 

India. 

 The Bill proposes adhere to strict deadlines to decide whether to liquidate a sick company or not, wherein the 

decision to liquidate a company will have to be reached within 180 days. 

 The Bill proposes the setting up of an Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India to regulate insolvency 

professionals and agencies. 

 It also proposes the setting up of a fund dubbed the ‘Insolvency and Bankruptcy Fund of India’. 

 As of now, there is no single law that deals with insolvency and bankruptcy in India. 

WTO talks – India’s interests 

 The ‘Nairobi Package,’ contains Ministerial Decisions on public stockholding for food security purposes, a 

SpecialSafeguard Mechanism (SSM)for developing countries, a commitment to abolish ex-port subsidies for 

farm ex-ports particularly from the developed countries. SSM is a tool that will allow develop-ing countries to 

temporarily hike duties to counter import surges and price falls of farm items. 

 As the future of the ongoingDoha Round negotiations of the WTO appeared in doubt,India sought and succeeded 

in obtaining a re-affirmative Ministerial Decision on Pub-lic Stockholding for Food Security Purposes honouring 

both the Bali Ministerial andGeneral Council Decisions, 

 To ensure that the issue ofSSM remains on the agenda of future discussion in the WTO,India negotiated a 

MinisterialDecision, which recognises that developing countries will have the right to have re-course to an SSM 

as envisaged in the mandate 
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 All countries agreed to the elimination of agricultural ex-port subsidies subject to the preservation of Special and 

Differential Treatment(S&DT) for developing countries such as a longer phase-out period for transportation and 

marketing export subsidies for exporting agricultural products. 

 Developed countries have committed to removing ex-port subsidies immediately,except for a few agricultural 

products, and developing countries will do so by 2018. 

 On the issue of the future of the 14-year-old Doha Round negotiations, India took the stand that the 

DevelopmentAgenda of the Round (to boost the trade prospects of developing and poor nations)must continue 

after the Nairobi Conference and no new issues must be introduced in-to the WTO agenda until theDevelopment 

Agenda has been completed. 

 Though India's position had the support of many countries from the develop-ing and the poor world, a few 

developed countries, including the U.S., opposed the continuation of the Doha Round. 

Current account gap widens in Q2 

 The country’s current account deficit (CAD) widen-ed to 1.6 per cent of the GDP during the July-September 

quarter from 1.2 per cent re-corded in the previous quarter, mainly due to sharp con-traction in exports. 

 Balance of payments fell during the July-September quarter, which was $0.9 billion, as compared to a surplus of 

$11.4 billion in the previous quarter, according to data re-leased by the Reserve Bank ofIndia (RBI). 

 contraction(year-on-year) in CAD was primarily on account of lower trade deficit ($37.4 billion) as compared with 

$39.7 billion inQ2 of last year though it was higher than the level in the preceding quarter. 

 Data shows, net foreign direct investment moderated inQ2 of 2015-16, after a sharp pick up in Q1. There has 

been net outflow of portfolio in-vestment to the tune of $6.5billion as against net inflow of$9.8 billion in Q2 of last 

year;outflow was more evident in the equity segment 

 Non-resident Indian (NRI)deposits, increased by 4 percent, year-on-year, in Q2 of2015-16. 

NBFCs’ sector-specific expertise drives sustained increase in 
market share 

 Non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) have steadily eaten into retail banks’ share of credit in the Indian 

market over the last decade especially in specific sectors such as home loans and commercial vehicle loans 

 While NBFCs saw their share of overall credit grow from 10 per cent in 2004-05 to 13 per cent in 2014-15, the 

proportion of home loans and commercial vehicle loans in particular has grown by a much larger margin. 

 In home loans, HFCs’ (housing finance companies) share has gone up from 26 per cent to 38 per cent between 

FY09 and FY15. In the last 3 years, NBFCs’ share in CV (commercial vehicle) financing has gone up from 42 

per cent to 46 per cent 

 One of the major reasons behind this growth in market share is because NBFCs have a closer connection with 

their customer, are more rooted to the ground and the market, which is different asset by asset and across 
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geographies. In fact, this close connection to individual markets and customers and the deep knowledge NBFCs 

bring at the ground level is key to their survival, 

Financial stability report points towards bad health of the Banks 

 The Reserve Bank of India expressed concern over high corporate leverage as bad loans from the country’s top 

corporations increased sharply between March and September, 2015. 

 A significant increase in the gross non-performing asset ratios of large borrowers among public sector banks, 

from 6.1 per cent in March 2015 to 8.1 per cent in September 2015, has led to an increase in the GNPA ratio of 

the banking system, according to the report. 

 As a result, standard assets among large borrowers declined from 86.2 per cent of total gross advances as of 

March 2015 to 84.5 per cent as of September 2015. 

 Credit to top 100 large borrowers, in terms of funded amount outstanding, constituted 27.6 per cent of the credit 

to all large borrowers and 17.8 per cent of the credit of all commercial banks. 

 The share of gross NPAs of these 100 borrowers in total gross NPAs of all commercial banks increased sharply 

from 0.7 per cent in March 2015 to 3.1 per cent in September 2015. 

 Loans to the industrial sector account for a major share of their overall credit portfolio as well as stressed loans, 

according to the report. 

 The gross non-performing advances of commercial banks, as percentage of gross advances, increased to 5.1 

per cent from 4.6 per cent between March and September 2015, the RBI data showed The restructured standard 

advances as percentage of gross advances declined to 6.2 per cent from 6.4 per cent while the stressed 

advances ratio increased to 11.3 per cent from 11.1 per cent during the same period. 

Against the popular belief more money spent on Rural 
development 

 Contrary to the general impression that social sectors are suffering under the Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led 

NDA government, latest official data show a nearly 10 per cent increase in real expenditure on agriculture and 

rural development in the first six months of this year over the corresponding period last year. 

 No belt-tightening is visible in the health sector with expenditure rising. The increases are substantial both in 

absolute terms as well as a percentage of GDP. 

 Actual plan spending by the Rural Development Ministry touched Rs 48,204 crore in April–September 2015, up 

from Rs 45,050 crore in the corresponding period last year. Spending by the Ministry of Urban Development has 

surged to Rs 7,031 crore from Rs 5,532 crore. 

 The Health Ministry’s planned spending is up to Rs 15,020 crore from Rs 14,250 crore. Spending on education 

too is up by Rs 6,700 crore though its share in the overall GDP declined marginally. 

 The quality of spending has improved too with the shift in expenditure away from current to capital investments. 
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 Data for both Centre and States shows aggregate capital expenditure is up by 0.5 percentage point of GDP. In 

real terms, this translates in to a 25 per cent jump. Of this, the Centre contributed 60 per cent and the rest came 

from the States. There is a corresponding reduction of 0.3 percentage points in revenue expenditures as a 

percent of GDP. 

Mines and Minerals Act amendment to come 

 The government plans to amend a law which is holding up mergers and acquisitions worth thousands of crore in 

the distressed commodities and mining sector. 

 The deals are stuck in a no-go zone as the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) or MMDR Act of 

2015, which aims to ensure transparent auctions of minerals, doesn’t allow transfer of captive mines allotted to 

end-user plants in the past. 

 The plan to amend the MMDR Act comes on the back of opinion from the law ministry that there is no alternative 

method to allow such acquisitions of captive mineral assets in the present law. 

 The transfer of mineral concessions shall be allowed only for concessions which are granted through 

auctionsaccording to the relevant sub-section of the MMDR Act of 2015. 

 Before this change, transfer of mining leases was allowed under the mineral concession rules of 1960 after 

getting an approval from the state government. 

 The clause has turned into a deal-breaker as a cement or steel plant with captive limestone or iron ore mines 

loses its utility without the assured mineral resources. 

 The limestone mines in Lafarge have over 100 million tonnes of reserves. Birla Corp may buy the plant, but 

would have to source limestone from elsewhere, much farther, while Lafarge will keep holding the mining lease. 

No deals will get done in this situation. 

 

 

Jobless data is lowest in more than three years 

 The number of Americans filing for unemployment benefits fell more than expected last week, nearing a 42-year 

low as labor market conditions continued to tighten in a boost to the economy. 

 Initial claims for State un- employment benefits dropped 5,000 to a seasonally adjusted 2,67,000 for the week 

ended December 19, not far from levels last seen in late 1973. 

 Economists polled by Reuters had forecast claims dipping to 2,70,000 in the latest week. Claims have been be- 

low 300,000, a threshold associated with a buoyant labour market, for 42 consecutive weeks. 

 That is the longest stretch since the early 1970s. 
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 The claims report showed the number of people still receiving benefits after an initial week of aid declined 47,000 

to 2.20 million in the week ended December 12. The four-week moving average of the so-called continuing claims 

rose 10,000 to 2.21 million. 

Gold prices on declining for three years consecutively 

 Set for the third straight year of downtrend, gold has lost further sheen in 2015 with a fall of over Rs.1,000 per 

ten grams in its prices as investors looked for other asset classes and the government sought to monetise the 

holdings lying idle with the households and institutions. 

 The silver has been no better with a dip of about 8 per cent in its prices. 

 The gold prices have dipped by about 5 per cent this year. Extreme volatility in the rupee value and the 

uncertainty around the long-pending rate hike in the U.S. added to the roller-coaster ride for gold throughout 

2015, while the headwinds from a slowdown in China added to the worries. 

 Subdued domestic demand along with fears over slow- down in global consumption further dampened the 

sentiments, while improving outlook for equity markets led to the investors looking for asset classes with better 

return prospects. 

 Measures to curb gold imports for most part of the year and the government’s ambitious gold monetisation 

scheme to encourage households and institutions including temples also had their own impacts. 

 After beginning the year at around Rs.26,700 per ten gram, the gold prices have fallen to Rs.25,500-level so far 

in 2015 with just four more days of trading to go. 

Kaushik Basu indicates some changes in India’s growth 
forecast 

 Kaushik Basu, the Chief Economist of the World Bank, indicated that India’s growth forecast may witness ‘some 

changes’ in the bank’s January review. 

 The Central Statistics office (CSO) has released data indicating growth in the “vicinity of 7.5 per cent” for 2015-

16, which is less than what was projected in the last Economic Survey. 

 In this year’s Economic Survey, the Finance Ministry had projected GDP growth of 8.1-8.5 per cent. 

 As of October, the World Bank’s forecast for India was retained at 7.5 per cent for the current financial year. 

 Prof. Basu, who also was the Chief Economic Adviser to the Government of India till 2012, said the government’s 

failure to get the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Bill passed may have an ‘impact’ on the GDP growth projection 

of the World Bank. 

 This is the first time India is leading major global economies in terms of growth fore- cast. India is dominating for 

a couple of reasons. 

 China is growing below 7 per cent, Brazil and Russia are in recession. The general mood is positive for India 

which is helping the investment climate. 
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Government pauses software patenting norms 

 The Indian Patent office has put in abeyance new guidelines on examination of computer-related inventions 

(CRIs) such as software programmes. 

 After the guidelines amending relevant provisions were out in August, several associations strongly opposed the 

move saying the norms are ‘detrimental’ to the domestic IT sector. 

 According to the Section 3(k) of the Indian Patents Act, a mathematical or business method or a computer pro- 

gramme per se or algorithms are not inventions. 

 Experts said the guidelines issued in August could place the Indian software industry at the mercy of multinational 

corporations. 

 In India, over 95 per cent of these irregular patents have been granted to foreign entities. 

Coal India limited production 9 percent more than last year 

 Government said coal output by state-owned Coal India Limit- ed (CIL) crossed 9 per cent over last year’s 

production adding that there is “still a very long way to go” amid the PSU eyeing one billion tonnes production 

target. 

 CIL accounts for over 80 per cent of the domestic coal production. The government has set a production target 

of 550 MT for the PSU for the current fiscal. 

 CIL missed the production target for 2014-15 by 3 per cent, recording an output of 494.23 million tonnes. 

Centre working to get win-win solution for GST 

 The state governments and centre has come to a situation which is beneficial for both for addressing petroleum 

products problem in GST. 

 The states can levy the Value Added tax (VAT) for a “certain period. 

 Constitutionally petroleum products will be part of GST, but for a certain period, the states will have the freedom 

to determine the tax rate. 

India’s current account deficit to be close to 1.5 percent of GDP 

 India’s current account deficit (CAD) remains in check and is expected to be lesser than $25 billion this fiscal. 

 India is a large beneficiary of lower crude oil prices, and FDI inflows remain on a relatively strong footing and 

help to offset the portfolio out- flows seen in recent months. 

 India’s CAD narrowed to 1.6 per cent of GDP at $8.2 billion in the second quarter ended September. 

 It is, however, higher than 1.2 per cent for the April-June quarter of this fiscal. 
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Kelkar panel called for new ppp policy and amendment to anti-
corruption law 

 An expert panel led by former Finance Secretary, Vijay Kelkar, has called for swift amendments to the anti-

corruption law and an endorsement from the Parliament for a new policy for public private partnerships or PPPs 

that balances risk-sharing between private and public partners, in order to spur infrastructure building. 

 The report, said rebooting PPPs is an urgent priority to take advantage of the historical conjunction of the 

country’s infrastructure needs and the availability of long-term funding, adding it is critical for India to make the 

leap from a low-income country to a high-income one in two to three decades, else it risks falling into a ‘middle 

income’ trap. 

 Report has also asked to ‘discourage’ the ‘Swiss Challenge’ the for auctioning infrastructure projects, under 

which any bidder can ofer to improve upon a project proposal submitted by another player. 

 This model has been adopted by the government since July to redevelop 400 railway stations. 

 The panel called for urgent changes to the Prevention of Corruption Act of 1988 as well as government’s vigilance 

and conduct rules in order to distinguish “genuine errors” in decision-making by public servants from acts of 

corruption, the panel has emphasised the need to guard officers against ‘witch hunt’ while taking immediate 

measures to punish malafide actions. 

Indian post will start services as payment bank from March 2017 

 India Post, which was among the eleven applicants to have received approval from RBI for payment banks in 

August, will start its service by March 2017. 

 About 40 international financial conglomerates including World Bank, Barclays and ICICI have shown interest to 

partner with the Postal Department for the payment bank. 

 The Department has 1,55,015 post offices across the country, of which 1,39,144 are in rural areas. 

 It plans to float a wholly- owned subsidiary to open payment bank. 

Banks should focus on first generation entreprenuers 

 Citing Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s belief in industrialisation as a means for uplifting the backward classes from a vicious 

circle of poverty, Mr. Modi said that the NDA government is committed to facilitating skills and finance for Dalit 

youth to become job creators instead of job seekers. 

 Nearly 80 lakh people have been granted loans worth Rs.50,000 crore without any collateral under the PM’s 

Mudra scheme in its first eight months. Mudra is an acronym for Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency. 

 Most of these beneficiaries are Dalits, other backward castes, scheduled tribes and some women running small 

businesses. They create two, three jobs each and together such enterprises employ 14 crore people but were 

not able to access bank credit, 
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2015: Reforms, a retreat and resurgence for banks 

 The government launched a host of reforms, christened as Indradanush, aimed to improve governance in public 

sector banks like separating the post of Chairman and Managing Directors, proposed the formation of Bank 

Board Bureau for top level appointments and announced Rs.70,000 crore capital infusion in public sector bank 

over four years. 

 Two new full service banks, IDFC Bank and Bandhan Bank started operation during the second half of the year. 

These banks received in-principle licences from RBI in 2014 — which is the first universal bank licence granted 

in more than a decade 

 The banking regulator allowed banks to acquire 51 per cent or more stake in companies defaulting even after 

restructuring of their loans. The norm, known as Strategic debt restructuring, was aimed to ensure promoter’s 

have ‘skin the game’. The move is expected to improve repayment culture of the borrowers. 

 The central bank entered into a historical agreement with the government in March this year over how to tackle 

price rise which has pinched the consumers for many years. According to the framework, RBI has the explicit 

mandate to have an inflation target, for which it is accountable. 

 The RBI on December 17, 2015 issued guidelines for the computation of the benchmark lending rate using the 

marginal cost of funds method. Banks will have to implement the new Marginal Cost of Funds based Lending 

Rate (MCLR) with effect from April 1, 2016. 

 The latest norms hold the potential of improving the efficiency of monetary policy transmission for new 

borrowings, and will impact new borrowers immediately. They will benefit in a declining interest rate scenario 

and take a dent when interest rates are rising; existing borrowers with floating-rate liabilities will bear the impact 

at a lag of up to one year 

Global north-south corridor 

 In a bid to boost trade with former Soviet Union countries, Iran and Russia, the commerce ministry has pitched 

for popularisation of International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) as an alternative route through Tehran 

that significantly reduces costs and travel time. 

 The move comes at a time when the government has adopted a market diversification strategy to help Indian 

exporters reduce their dependence on traditional markets in the West where there is currently not much demand 

and instead gain more access in growing markets in Asia, Africa and Latin America not tapped as much 

previously. 

 The INSTC is a multi-modal route (ship, road and rail) from Mumbai to the Iranian port of Bander Abbas then via 

Tehran to Baku (Azerbaijan) and further to Astrakhan, Moscow and St Petersburg in Russia. Alternatively, there 

is also a road route from Iran to former Soviet Union countries such as Azerbaijan. 

Patent rules to b amended 
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 The Centre plans to amend patent rules to speed up patent filing and approvals to give a boost to the 

government’s ambitious slogans of ‘Make in India’ and ‘Startup India, 

 the Union Government is also planning to outsource the job of patent agents to about 1,000 professors in various 

Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) in the country. 

 The Centre is also in the process of bringing out a new national policy for Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), 

which will be one of the finest in the world. The new IPR policy will be placed before the cabinet for approval in 

a month’s time. The government had created a think tank to provide recommendations and draft the IPR Policy. 

Christine Lagarde says world will not see good growth in 2016 

 IMF Managing Director, Christine Lagarde, said the prospect of rising interest rates in the U.S. and an economic 

slowdown in China were contributing to uncertainty and a higher risk of economic vulnerability worldwide. 

 In addition, growth in global trade has slowed considerably and a decline in raw material prices is posing 

problems for economies based on these, while the financial sector in many countries still has weaknesses and 

financial risks are rising in emerging markets, Ms. Lagarde added. 

 The U.S. Federal Reserve hiked interest rates for the first time in nearly a decade earlier this month and made 

clear that was a tentative beginning to a “gradual” tightening cycle. 

 There are “potential spill- over effects” with the prospect of increasing interest rates there already having 

contributed to higher financing costs for some borrowers,including in emerging and developing markets. 

Union government turns its focus on falling exports 

 With merchandise exports falling for an unprecedented 12th consecutive month in November, the government 

is working on a slew of measures to prop up export-oriented institutions, including Special Economic Zones 

(SEZ) in the forthcoming Union Budget. 

 The Centre has called for a meeting (likely on January eight) of representatives of all the State governments for 

the first time to expedite the notification of a separate foreign trade policy for each state and to push through 

infrastructure creation measures that can sup- port exports. 

 The Union Budget is likely to have a package for SEZs to ensure they are the focal point of the ‘Make In India’ 

initiative. 

 In addition, to encourage domestic manufacturing, the Budget would address the inverted duty structure (where 

the duty on inputs/raw mate- rials / components is greater than that on the finished product) on several items, 

including on electronic hardware. 

 The inverted duty structure leads to higher imports of finished products. 

 The Budget may also ease guidelines for the Assistance to States for Infrastructure Development of Exports 

(ASIDE) scheme to enable the commerce ministry to take up more projects. 
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 Interest subvention (of three per cent) is also likely to be extended to large manufacturers in some segments like 

engineering and merchant ex- porters in sectors such as carpets and agriculture. 

Increase in the budget for implementation of grid-connected 
solar rooftop systems 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairsapproved an increase in the budget for implementation of grid-

connected solar rooftop systems to Rs.5,000 crore from Rs.600 crore up to the financial year 2019-2020. 

 This will support installation of 4,200 MW solar roof- top systems in the country in next five years. 

 The capital subsidy of 30 per cent will be provided for general category States and Union Territories and 70 per 

cent for special category States, including Uttarak- hand, Himachal Pradesh, Jam- mu & Kashmir, Lakshadweep, 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands and those in the North-East. 

 There will be no subsidy for commercial and industrial establishments in the private sector since they are eligible 

for other benefits such as accelerated depreciation, custom duty concessions, excise duty exemptions and tax 

holiday. 

 The capacity of 4,200 MWp will come up through the residential, government, social and institutional sector, 

according to the statement, add- ing industrial and commercial sector will be encouraged for installations without 

subsidy. 
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New drugs of TB 

 For the first time, child-friendly TB drugs for first-line medication in a fixed-dose combination was launched by 

TB Alliance, UNITAID and WHO at the 46th Union World Conference on Lung Health. These drugs, which 

meet the WHO’s revised dosage guidelines of 2010, are meant for children weighing less than 25 kg. 

 The fixed-dose drugs are already available and countries can place an order, which can take 2-3 months for 

delivery. 

 The Mumbai-based Macleods Pharmaceuticals is the only company manufacturing the child-friendly drugs. 

The medicines will cost $15.54 for the six-month course of treatment. 

 The availability of child-friendly TB drugs of correct dosages will increase drug adherence and thereby reduce 

acquired drug resistance. According to the WHO, each year, at least 1 million children become ill with TB. 

PSLV C-29 launch on Dec 16 

 Space scientists of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) are all set to launch the PSLV C-29 rocket 

from the Sriharikota space centre in Nellore district here on December 16 at 6 p.m 

 Through this launch, ISRO will be sending six satellites belonging to Singapore. Of these, the TeLEOS-1 will 

be the main satellite which weighs 400 kg and it is meant for remote sensing applications for commercial 

purposes 

Use of Colistin has raised 

 Five years after an antibiotic resistant superbug was traced to India, the mar-ket size of colistin , the last 

antibiotic that can work on resistant infections ,has more than doubled in the country. 

 Usage of the last-resort drug has shot up in hospitals 91 lakh units (one unit is one injection vial), estimated at 

Rs. 80 crore, was sold in 2015, up from units valued at Rs. 30 crore three years ago. 

New system of Desalinisation developed 

 With desalination that involves converting saline sea water to potable water being out of reach currently for the 

shallow pockets of the government, researchers of Indian Institute of Science (IISc) have hit upon the idea of 

utilising copious solar energy in the South to reduce the costs of the process. 

 The Department of Electronic Systems Engineering at IISc, have developed a solar hybrid desalination system 

that works for saline and brackish water 

Helixsafe to come to rescue 

Science & Tech 
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 A wearable device that aims at automatically providing relief and summoning medical help for victims who are 

left unattended after serious automobile accidents has been developed by a student in Uttar Pradesh. 

 Seventeen-year-old Akshat Prakash, named his invention ‘HelixSafe’ and presented it at the Taiwan 

International Science Fair, 2015. 

 The device uses heartbeat variance as the key indicator to auto-detect grave injury during automobile 

accidents and auto- injects medicine to prolong the victim’s survival while informing the nearest medical facility 

for help. It provides life-prolonging support to accident victims as they wait for help to reach them. 

 Akshat has won ‘India’s First Whiz Kid’ award for Best Innovation, 2013, for the device. The award is given by 

Nurture Talent & Computer Society of India. 

Supernova spotted by Hubble Space Telescope 

 The Hubble Space Telescope has captured the image of the first-ever predicted supernova explosion offering 

a unique opportunity for astronomers to test how mass is distributed within a galaxy cluster. 

Chhattisgarh using high zinc rice for better nutritional content 

 In a bid to mitigate malnutrition in tribal-dominated Chhattisgarh, the seeds of high zinc enriched variety of rice 

were distributed to farmers here for commercial production. 

 Chief Minister Raman Singh launched the seeds of new species of paddy, ‘Chhattisgarh Zinc Rice-1’ to 

farmers at the “National Farmers Fair” which began in Jora village on the outskirts of the capital. 

 This variety of seeds are also very high yielding. 

 Various schemes run by agriculture department in co- ordination with Indira Gand- hi Agriculture University 

have also accelerated growth of agro-sector. 

Seaweed capsules may do away with insulin injections 

 Seaweed capsules may lead to an injection-free life for diabetic patients, say researchers who have developed 

a novel method to overcome major challenges in pancreatic islet transplantation. 

 Pancreatic islet transplantation is an effective treatment to dramatically reduce daily insulin doses or even 

eliminate dependence on external insulin. 

 A group of researchers developed a novel cryopreservation method that not only helps to protect pancreatic 

islets from ice damage but also facilitates real-time assessments of cell viability. Moreover, this method may 

reduce transplant rejection and, in turn, decrease use of immunosuppressant drugs, which can be harmful to 

patient health. 

 The novel technique employs a droplet microfluidic device to encapsulate pancreatic islets in hydrogel made of 

alginate, a natural polymer extracted from seaweed. These capsules have a unique microstructure: a porous 

network and considerable amount of non-freezable water. 
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 Hydrogel capsules with large amounts of non-freezable bound water protect the cells from the ice damage and 

reduce the need for cryoprotectants — special substances that minimise or prevent freezing damage and can 

be toxic in high concentrations 

 Islet encapsulation reduces the risk of rejection of transplanted cells by the recipient. The hydrogel capsule 

allows small molecules to pass through the membrane easily but prevents direct contact between implanted 

islets and host cells. 

 Encapsulation also may prevent an attack on transplants by the autoimmune response that destroy the 

patient’s own islets in the first place. 

Barak-8 missile to be tested 

 The Navy will carry out the maiden test of the long-range Barak-8 surface-to-air missile from INS Kolkata. 

 The Barak-8 missile is being developed jointly by India and Israel. While two tests have been successfully 

conducted from Israeli ships, this is the first time that the test would be held onboard an Indian one. 

 The missile has been designed to defend against a variety of short-to-long-range airborne threats, including 

fixed-wing aircraft, helicopters, drones and projectiles. 

Barak NG test fired from Indian warship 

 One of India’s most ambitious and costly efforts to develop a surface-to-air missile system, in collaboration with 

Israel, achieved a significant milestone over the last two days with its successful firings from an Indian naval 

warship. 

 The long-range surface-to- air missile (LRSAM) — land version is medium-range SAM or MRSAM — is the 

product of a joint development project of India and Israel. 

 It is said to be a very advanced SAM that can track and shoot down incoming missiles and other flying objects 

with high-level accuracy. 

 While the LRSAM is for the Navy, the Air Force has an order for the MRSAM and the Army variant has been 

recently approved. 

 Also called Barak NG (next generation), the LRSAM can intercept aerial targets up to arange of 80 km. 

 It is being codeveloped by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) from India and the 

Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) of Israel, and will be manufactured by Bharat Dynamics Ltd. (BDL). 
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Ronaldo, Messi and Neymar make it to Ballon d’Or shortlist 

 Barcelona’s Lionel Messi and Neymar were on named on the shortlist for FIFA’s prestigious Ballon d’Or along 

with double reigning title holder, Cristiano Ronaldo of Real Madrid. While Ronaldo has triumphed over the last 

two seasons, Messi has previously won the coveted award four times while Neymar makes the shortlist for the 

first time. 

Djokovic tops ATP world rankings 

 Novak Djokovic has finished the year on top of the ATP world rankings, according to the final list of 2015. The 

Serb, who also topped the rankings at the end of 2011, 2012 and 2014, finished more than 7,500 points ahead 

of his closest rival and world No. 2 Andy Murray. 

 He won the ATP Tour Finals title for a record fourth successive year. 

 Djokovic is the first player in the tournament’s 46-year history to take home the trophy four years in a row and 

he joins Pete Sampras and Ivan Lendl on five victories at the season ending event. 

Mary Kom Enters Semifinals 
  

 Competing For The First Time In Over A Year, Olym-pic Bronze-medallist M.C. Ma- Ry Kom (51kg) Assured 

Herself And India Of At Least A Bronze Medal By Advancing To The Semifinals Of The International Boxing 

Association’s (Aiba) Olympic Test Event In Rio De Janeiro. 

 The Indian Defeated Venezuela’s Karlha Magliocco 3-0 In The Quarterfinal Bout Of The Event, Where Boxers 

Have Been Individually Invited By The World Body And The Rio Olympics Organising Committee. 

Shahzar Rizvi wins air pistol gold 

 Shahzar Rizvi of the Indian Air Force (IAF) beat Olympic silver medallist Vijay Kumar to the gold in men’s air 

pistol in the 59th National shooting championship at the Dr. Karni Singh Range, Tughlakabad 

India takes bronze in world hockey league 

 India beat European champion and World No. 2, the Netherlands, to take bronze at the Hockey World League 

Finals 

 

India- SA series 

Sports 
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 The host remained ‘invictus’ to win the Freedom Series, conceptualised as a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi and 

Nelson Mandela, with a 3-0 verdict. 

 It also pushed India to second place in the ICC rankings. 

Premier Badminton league auction 

 Saina Nehwal and Lee Chong Wei earned a whopping $1,00,000 each in a closed door bid at the auctions for 

the Premier Badminton League. 

 World No. 2 Saina and World No. 4 Lee were picked by Awadhe Warriors and Hyderabad Hunters respectively 

for the league. 

 P.V. Sindhu generated a huge interest among Delhi Acers, Chennai Smashers and Bengaluru Top Guns and it 

was finally Chennai which bagged the young Indian star for $95,000. 

Football academy of BRICS came in Delhi 

 With hopes of catching young talent and providing professional support for the development of football, Delhi 

Dynamos FC, on Tuesday, announced the launch of the Delhi Dynamos BRICS Football Academy in India. 

 The academy, catering to players above five years of age, will focus on exposure to international coaches and 

players, and providing 360-degree support, including education, in world-class facilities. 

  DDFC will also represent host India in the BRICS Under-17 Football Cup 2016, and participate in all grassroots 

and CSR-related activities of BRICS. 

59th National shooting championship 

 Gurpreet Singh won the men’s 25-metre standard pistol gold with a score of 573 in the 59th National shooting 

championship 

 The 27-year-old Gurpreet, a rapid fire specialist who has won the Olympic quota place in air pistol, had 195 in 

the 150-second series and 189 each in the20-second and 10-second series. 

Imran Hasan is new shooting champion 

 Imran Hasan Khan made a strong statement as he beat World Championship and Olympic medallist Gagan 

Narang to the men’s air rifle gold in the 59th National shooting championship. 

 Imran, the 32-year-old Army shooter, tallied 207.6 points over 20 shots in a lively atmosphere that had a strong 

crowd whistling to the beats of dhol specially arranged for a dramatic climax. 

 He beat Gagan, who is slowly getting his grip over air rifle, with a 4.1 point margin. 

Nadal and Federer played in Delhi 

http://sscportal.in/community/courses
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit


Online Coaching for SSC Exam: 
http://sscportal.in/community/courses 
 

Click Here to Buy Printed Study Kit for SSC Exams  Page 81 

http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit  

 Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal’s rivalry is so special that any contest between the two is likely to attract a 

decent crowd even in a remote corner of the globe. 

 No wonder, ecstatic fans thronged the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium as the two legends came face to face in the 

second edition of the International Premier Tennis League (IPTL) here on Saturday. 

 Nadal won the contest 6-5(4), leaving a bigger impression than Aces’ 30-19 triumph on the day. Earlier, Nadal 

and Rohan Bopanna beat Federer and Marin Cilic 6-4 to seal it for the host. 

Lahiri wins Asian Tour Order of Merit title 

 Anirban Lahiri on Monday become the fourth Indian to win the Asian Tour Order of Merit title. 

 He was declared the new Asia No. 1 for 2015, as his lead on the money list has swollen to over $600,000 with 

one event remaining in the season. 

Sports Illustrated sportsperson 

 Serena Williams, who owned the tennis world this year even as she battled illness and injury, was named 

sportsperson of 2015 by Sports Illustrated on Monday. 

 The magazine said it was honouring the 34-year-old icon both for her positively stunning numbers and her pluck 

in achieving what it called one of the greatest late-career runs in the history of any sport. 

 Serena won three Majors, and was ranked No. 1 for every week of the season for the second straight year. 

 And for six weeks this season, she had twice as many ranking points as the world No. 2. The magazine said this 

was a first in the 40-year history of the WTA rankings. 

Players of banned IPL teams auctioned 

 Mahendra Singh Dhoni will wear a non-Chennai Super Kings jersey in the Indian Premier League for the first 

time when he turns up for the new Pune franchise, owned by Sanjeev Goenka’s New Rising, in the next two 

editions. 

 The Pune franchise, which had the right to start picking players, chose Dhoni, Ajinkya Rahane, R. Ashwin, Steve 

Smith and Faf du Plessis. 

 The IPL chairman, Rajeev Shukla, after consulting with Ratnakar Shetty (BCCI general manager, game 

development), who has been handed the additional charge of the IPL as well, clarified that the actual fees of the 

players will continue to be the same, irrespective of the auction purse tag. 

Manoj Prabhakar selected as Afghanistan bowling coach 

 Former India all-rounder Manoj Prabhakar will assist the Afghanistan team as a bowling coach. His appointment 

runs until theT20 World Cup to be held in India next year. 
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Djokovic and Serena top 2015 

 Djokovic ended 2015 with 11 titles, 82 wins and just six defeats in a haul which included three of the four Majors 

the Australian and US Opens and Wimbledon. 

 Djokovic won six of the nine Masters and topped it off with a fourth successive end-of-season World Tour Finals 

triumph in London. 

 Djokovic won six of the nine Masters and topped it off with a fourth successive end-of-season World Tour Finals 

triumph in London. 

 Serena Williams was the standout player of 2015, winning five titles in all, including the Australian and French 

Open and Wimbledon. 

 With top-seeded Singapore out of the way, India put up a confident display to outplay England 3-1 in the men’s 

final of the Avadh 20th Commonwealth table tennis championships. 

 The Indian men’s team last won the title in 2004 in Kuala Lumpur, with Sharath Kamal, Soumyadeep Roy and 

SubhajitSaha forming the core of the team. 

Yuvraj and Nehra picked for T20s in Australia 

 In order to make the best utilisation of the time in the run-up to the World T20 championship in March, the 

National selectors have chosen to experiment by picking a few youngsters and recalling some experienced 

players for India’s five ODIs and three T20s in Australia in January. 

 Following the selection committee meeting, the selectors drafted Punjab left-arm pacer Brainder Singh Sran and 

Himachal Pradesh all-rounder Rishi Dhawan into the ODI side, and uncapped medium-fast bowler Hardik 

Pandya into the T20 squad. 

Vijender Singh won his third straight knock out 

 Vijender Singh notched up his third successive professional knockout triumph thrashing Samet Hyuseinov in 

less than two rounds. 

 Barely 35 seconds into the second round of what was to be his maiden six-round contest, Vijender cornered 

Hyuseinov with a combination, forcing the referee into stopping the bout to give the Indian a win via Technical 

Knockout. 

Suspended FIFA president and UEFA chief banned for unethical 
practices 

 FIFA president Sepp Blatter and UEFA boss Michel Platini were both banned from football for eight years on 

Monday for ethics violations, leaving the global game leaderless as it struggles with a swirl of corruption cases. 

 Blatter was fined 50,000 Swiss francs and Platini, who boycotted the ethics committee hearing as unfair, 80,000. 
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 The pair had been suspended in October while an investigation was carried out into a 2 million Swiss franc ($2.02 

million) payment that football’s global governing body made to Platini in 2011, with Blatter’s approval. 

 The decision means that Blatter’s 17 years at the helm of world football will end in disgrace. 

ITF World champions- Sania & Hingis 

 Sania Mirza and Martina Hingis was on Tuesday named as women’s doubles World champions by the 

InternationalTennis Federation (ITF) in recognition of their stupendous success in season 2015. Hingis is an ITF 

World champion 15 years after last being named World champion in singles in 2000. 

 They won their last 22 matches from the start of the US Open through wins in Asia at Guangzhou, Wuhan, Beijing 

and theWTA Finals, ending the year with a 55-7 record. 

Olympian cyclist dead 

 Olympian cyclist Suprabhat Chakrabarty (86) passed away morning following a heart attack. He leaves behind 

his wife, son and daughter. 

 Five-time National champion Chakrabarty, fondly known as ‘Khaja’ in cycling circles, was a key member of the 

National squad that took part in the first edition of the Asian Games in 1951 in Delhi, 1952 Olympics in Helsinki 

and World Peace Race the same year. 

Haryana Hammers and Mumbai Garuda in pro wrestling league 
final 

 Haryana Hammers overcame Punjab Royals 4-3 in the semifinal of the Pro Wrestling League at the Indira Gandhi 

Indoor Stadium. 

 In Sunday’s final, Haryana meets Mumbai Garuda. 

 Punjab Royals led 2-0 but Haryana Hammers stayed in the hunt through well-contested bouts by Andriitesey 

Valeri and Tatyana Kit, both winning by fall. 

 Even though Jargalsaikhan Chuluunbat of Mongolia regained the lead for Punjab Oksana Herhel swung the 

contest in Haryana’s favour. 

Mumbai Garuda win pro wrestling league 

 Revanta Mumbai Ga-ruda kept its blemishless record intact by taming a spirited Haryana Hammers 7-2 to win 

the Pro Wrestling League title at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium. 

 The league augurs well for Indian wrestling. Though most of wins went to overseas wrestlers, still in long run it 

will improve wrestling in India. 

First Indian in Harvard soccer team 
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 Sixteen-year-old Vardhin Manoj, a U.S. citizen by birth, has been offered a place in Harvard University soccer 

team and has agreed to join the team as soon as he finishes school. 

 The 11th grade student of La Costa Canyon High School, California, is the first player from India to be offered a 

place in the Harvard University soccer team purely on the basis of football talent. 

How would a banned drug help cricketers 

 How much does consumption of banned substances help in cricket? The issue is under sharp focus after 

Pakistan leg-spinner Yasir Shah was recently suspended provisionally by the International Cricket Council (ICC) 

for failing a dope test. 

 He has tested positive for a diuretic. This is a chemical substance that leads to excessive flow of urine from the 

body. In cricket, diuretics do not help in enhancing performances.” 

 Diuretic are often used to reduce weight. In sports like boxing for example, a boxer may need to shed weight to 

compete in a particular category. So he could take a diuretic to reduce weight by losing fluids in the body to 

compete. In cricket, there is no such use for it. 

 Diuretics are employed to treat hyper tension and high blood pressure. But then, diuretics have a big role to play 

as a masking agent for other drugs including steroids and any medicines. 

 Anabolic steroid is a different beast altogether. They help in an athlete getting explosive power. In cricket, they 

can lift a fast bowler’s performances. 

 A stimulant can delay fatigue, increase concentration. It is principally used by batsmen in cricket. Caffeine and 

ephedrine are some of the popular stimulants. On the other hand, steroids enhance muscle building, provide 

additional power. 

 Amphetamine, which is one of the stimulants. It increases awareness levels, focus, quickness and gives a 

sportsperson a feeling of euphoria where he does not feel pain or stress. It’s also taken as a party pill or by some 

students before examinations 
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