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National News

India unveils ambitious climate action plan
• Invoking Mahatma Gandhi's thoughts on environment sustainability, the Union

government on Friday unveiled its climate action plan for 2021-2030 setting new
targets to reduce green house gas emissions and laying out a roadmap to tackle
climate change.

• The climate action plan – called Intended Nationally Determined Contributions
(INDC) in climate change parlance – revolves around three focal points of increasing
share of renewable energy, increasing green cover to absorb carbon emissions and
reducing emissions intensity of gross domestic product.

• Without stating targets for absolute emission cuts like Brazil, India said it aims to
reduce emissions intensity or emissions per unit of gross domestic product by 33-
35% by 2030, from 2005 levels.

• Ahead of the 2009 Copenhagen climate summit, India had committed to reduce its
emissions intensity by 20-25%, and the environment ministry said it has already
achieved a 12% reduction. This essentially means the new target to reduce emissions
intensity by 35% is doable.

• Announcing the broad goals, Union minister for environment, forests and climate
change Prakash Javadekar said the targets were set keeping in mind the responsibility
of achieving climate justice for the poor.

• "India's contributions represent utmost ambitious action in the current state of
development. Though India is not part of the problem, it wants to be part of the
solution." He added that India's per capita emission is 1.6 tonnes/person against
the world average of 5 tonnes/person.

ICHR to explore Europe’s connect to India’s past
• India will soon tap French historical sources to trace its own history. The Indian

Council of Historical Research (ICHR) has proposed to offer Indian scholars access
to “multiple sources” of history to arrive at India’s past, to present it more accurately
than before.

• Prof. Rao, who has earlier stated that India is yet to evolve a methodology to study
its remote past with “Indian perspective and is yet to understand the nuances of
ancient knowledge,” said the Council will shortly begin special training sessions for
history teachers and scholars to help them interpret accurately the epigraphs that
have been found in different ancient and medieval languages.  This too is being
done to uncover facets of ancient and medieval Indian history, which have till now
not been recognised. The council has been conducting training programmes and
workshops for research scholars in historiography and methods, but under the new
project, it would organise 21-day training capsules annually for junior scholars and
teachers in history to equip them with basics of epigraphy, manuscriptology and
numismatics to help them keep abreast with the latest in this field.

• Also, on the agenda is a project to trace the development of science in a historical
perspective. The ICHR has proposed mapping the journey of science and technology
from the earliest times to the 18th century.
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CSE Press Invite: Countdown to Paris Climate Change
Conference

• A first-ever comprehensive scientific analysis of the US climate action plan

• The threat of climate change is real and we can already see the impacts of extreme
weather events in the sub-continent and beyond.

• There is no question that all countries must take on decisive steps to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions, in the interests of all.

• Many countries, including India, have now submitted their Intended Nationally
Determined Contribution (INDC) to the climate secretariat.

• The US plan of action on climate was welcomed by all, given that it signals change in
its stance on climate change. What the world needs is real change, not words.

• The question is, how robust is the US climate action plan? Will it bring real reduction
in emissions and if so, how much? Is it ambitious? Equitable? Sufficient? These are
critical questions as real and measurable change in the US will provide confidence
to the rest to act.

• It is for this reason, we at the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) decided to
do a detailed and factual assessment of the US climate action plan.

Centre approves Rs 500-crore project for war memorial,
museum

• Acceding to a long-pending demand of the armed forces, the government on
Wednesday approved a Rs 500- crore project for building a National War Memorial
and a National WarMuseum near India Gate in memory of over 22,500 soldiers who
laid down their lives post-Independence.

• The total time for completion of the entire project at Princess Park in New Delhi is
estimated to be five years.

• Post-Independence, more than 22,500 soldiers have made the supreme sacrifice in
national interests and in defence of the sovereignty and integrity of the country.

• However, even after 69 years of Independence, no memorial to commemorate the
martyrs has been constructed till date.

• With the present decision of the Cabinet, a long-pending demand of the armed forces
has been redressed, an official statement released after the Cabinet meeting, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, said.

• It has been decided that the project will be monitored by an empowered Steering
Committee chaired by Defence Secretary and assisted by a dedicated project
management team, to ensure that the proposed project is completed within scheduled
time- frame.

• Post commissioning, a management body will be formed for maintenance of the
National War Memorial and the museum.

NHAI to appoint an external auditor
• The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has decided to appoint an external

auditor to investigate cases of wide discrepancies between the NHAI-approved
project cost and the bank loans taken by developers.
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• “I am going to retroactively assess some instances of discrepancies. So I am…
identifying which are the ones where there are such sweeping differences,” NHAI
Chairman Raghav Chandra told The Hindu in an exclusive interview.

• Earlier this week, Roads Secretary Vijay Chhibber had told The Hindu that banks
had killed the roads sector by not doing due diligence and lending developers loans
far above the NHAI-determined project cost even before land was acquired.

• The NHAI was also taking other steps to reduce such discrepancies, Mr. Chandra
added.

• However, such discrepancies do not make a fit case for blacklisting. “It is ultimately
their choice if a bank is naïve enough to give a high loan,” he said, adding that he
would like to analyse the effect of such a variance and determine whether it had a
significant role in delaying projects or preventing them from taking off.

• State Bank of India, IDBI, Yes Bank and IDFC have high exposure to the road
construction sector, he said.

• As for a recent Crisil report that said one of the major problems plaguing the road
sector was the delay in land acquisition and environmental and forest clearances,
Mr. Chandra said that while there was a problem, NHAI was taking every step to
address it.

Missile Complex in Hyderabad to be Named After Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam

• Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar will rename the country's key missile complex
in Hyderabad after noted scientist and former president Dr APJ Abdul Kalam on his
birth anniversary on October 15, an official statement said.

• The event will take place at the Research Centre Imarat (RCI) in Hyderabad on
Thursday, marking the 84th birth anniversary of Dr Kalam, who was popularly
known as the country's "Missile Man".

• Dr Kalam had joined the complex, which is under the Defence Research and
Development Organisation, in 1982 and was part of it for nearly two decades.

• It comprises the Advanced Systems Laboratory (ASL), Defence Research and
Development Laboratory (DRDL) and Research Centre Imarat (RCI) which is
considered to be the brain child of Dr Kalam.

• As founder director, Dr Kalam conceived and steered RCI as a generator of critical
missile technologies.

Union law minister on Uniform civil code
• A uniform civil code is necessary for national integration, but any decision to bring

it can be taken only after wider consultations, law minister DV Sadananda Gowda
said on Tuesday, a day after the Supreme Court asked the Centre whether it is willing
to bring in a common code.

• The minister also said that he would consult the Prime Minister, his Cabinet
colleagues and top law officers before government files its affidavit in the apex court.

• "...Even the Preamble of our Constitution and Article 44 of the Constitution do say
that there should be a uniform civil code.

• For the interest of national integration, certainly a common civil code is necessary.
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But it is a very sensitive issue.

• It needs very wider consultation.

• Even communities, even across the party line, even various organisations ... it need
to have a wider consultation," Gowda said.

SC allows voluntary Aadhaar use in Job scheme, Jan
Dhan, PF, pension

• The Supreme Court on Thursday relaxed its earlier order to extend use of Aadhaar
card on voluntary basis in social welfare schemes like the rural job guarantee scheme,
old age pensions, provident fund and Prime Minister's Jan Dhan Yojana.

• A constitution bench comprising Chief Justice H.L. Dattu, Justice M.Y.Eqbal, Justice
C. Nagappan, Justice Arun Mishra and Justice Amitava Roy modified the August 11
order on a batch of applications by the central government and its various agencies
seeking the relaxation of the said order by which the use of Aadhaar card was limited
for getting foodgrain and kerosene under PDS and for LPG.

• The court said: "We also make it clear that Aadhaar card scheme is purely voluntary
and can't be mandatory till the matter is decided."Reuters

• It also asked the government to follow all court orders from September 23, 2013.

• Before passing the order, the court asked Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi to indicate
three social welfare schemes that the government wanted to link with voluntary use
of Aadhaar card.

• After mentioning the rural job scheme, old age pensions, provident fund and prime
minister's Jan Dhan Yojana, Rohatgi wanted to add linking the opening of bank
accounts with unique identification number and the court said: "Modification and
clarifications can be limited."

• Divan, appearing for Karnataka High Court's former judge Justice K.S. Puttaswamy,
however said that they were opposed to permitting the use of Aadhaar card for
getting the foodgrains and kerosene under the PDS and LPG but the three judges
bench headed by Justice J.Chelameswar for striking a balance permitted this and
"we have to live with it"."

• At this Chief Justice Dattu said: "I am also a citizen of this country. I want to use my
(Aadhaar) card for getting facilities. Can you say that I can't use it?"

• In response, senior counsel Gopal Subramaniam said: "Even if you consciously know
the dangers of parting with information for getting Aadhaar card and yet you opt for
it then the state has to step in.”

NJAC ruling setback to parliamentary sovereignty,
centre

•  A ‘surprised’ government called the Supreme Court’s Friday move to strike down
the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act a setback to
parliamentary sovereignty.

•  The SC opted for the collegium system for appointment of judges to the higher
judiciary, prompting the government to say that the apex court has gone above
Parliament and people’s will.
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•  The minister, a lawyer by profession and a former law minister, said the NJAC “was
a part of judicial reforms that was exercised after deep consideration”. “We will go
through the judgment and come out with a structured response,” Prasad told
reporters.

•  Earlier, law minister Sadanand Gowda said he will go through the text in detail and
consult Prime Minister Narendra Modi, legal experts and others. The minister insisted
that the act represented the will of the people as it was backed by all the members in
the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

•  “The will of the people can be represented through the Parliament, through the
legislature only, it cannot be brought to the notice of the whole world by some other
means. We brought the will of the people. 100 per cent of the Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabha have supported the bill, 100 per cent. Voters who have voted...are represented
by Parliament members. 20 state legislatures have supported the bill..,” he said.

Pension fund regulator seeks fiscal support from Centre
• after achieving a new milestone in assets under management (AUM) and subscriber

base early this month, the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority
(PFRDA) is looking for some fiscal support from the government for its ongoing
move to expand subscriber base further.

• The AUM of its national pension system (NPS) has crossed Rs.1-trillion-mark in the
first week of October at around Rs.1,10,000 crore, while the NPS subscriber base also
crossed 1-crore-mark in the first week of October.

• “Our efforts are now targeted at expanding the subscriber base further, particularly
in the corporate and the private citizens segments.

• We are looking to an early breakthrough in this segment, which will grow the base
and coverage significantly,” PFRDA Member R. V. Verma, told PTI.

• The regulator is also working towards further improving the infrastructure for
minimising the response time. As part of this measure, PFRDA is more closely co-
ordinating with the Centre and States whose share accounts for over 90 per cent of
the total AUM.

• Other important area of the regulator’s initiative is to harmonise the scope of NPS
for the government and private/corporate sector, thus bringing parity between these
two segments in terms of choice of pension fund managers and investment allocation
choice.

Gap widening between rural and urban India
• While inflation has been slowing both in rural and urban areas of the country, there

is a widening difference between the two as rural inflation is decelerating at a much
slower pace.

• The resultant gap between rural and urban inflation has more than doubled over the
last one year, data analysed by HSBC Global Research show.

• Urban inflation momentum, according to the analysis, has slowed to 4.5 per cent,
which is lower than the Reserve Bank of India’s target level of 6 per cent.

• The trend in price gains in rural India, however, is running at 6.5 per cent.

• The ‘excess inflation’ in rural India, HSBC noted, is arising from food, fuel,
transportation as well as from core inflation. The difference between rural and urban
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inflation is most stark for fuel and transportation, followed by core and to a lesser
extent food. Consumption data from the NSSO suggests that rural India’s fuel mix is
more geared toward domestically produced firewood, chips and biogas inputs, which
are not a part of the global deflation cycle.

• On the other hand, fuel products more widely used in urban India, such as LPG,
petrol and diesel, have benefited from lower global prices.

• Despite two successive years of drought, overall food inflation in India has remained
tepid, as low global prices have made it possible to import food products that are in
short supply.

• Rural Indians, however, do not seem to have benefitted as much from food imports
as their urban counterparts, according to the analysis.

• Vegetables and oilseeds are seeing more stubborn price trends in rural areas than
they are at urban centres possibly because insufficient distribution channels may be
hindering imported vegetables and oilseeds reaching rural areas, HSBC said. “While
much of India’s food is produced in rural India, rural Indians seem to be facing
higher food price pressures, at least for some items.”

• Its analysis of the rural-urban output shows that a steeper decline in the potential
growth of rural India is likely driving the excess core inflation.

• It is possible that insufficient investment, growing bottlenecks and impact of two
successive droughts have contributed to lowering rural India’s potential (or trend)
growth and the narrow output gap is keeping core inflation from slowing rapidly in
rural areas, despite weak growth.

Sedition charge Arun Jaitley for slamming SC’s NJAC
ruling

• A UP court has slapped sedition charges on finance minister Arun Jaitley for
criticizing the Supreme Court's recent decision striking down the National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC) for selection of judges to the higher judiciary.

• Taking suo motu cognizance of Jaitley's criticism of the verdict, civil judge of Mahoba
in Jhansi district Ankit Goel summoned him to be present before him on November
19.

• Goel had earlier issued summons against SP chief Mulayam Singh Yadav for his
purported comment that allegations of gang rape could often be fabricated.

• The judge in his order said the finance minister's blog 'Indian democracy cannot be
a tyranny of the unelected' prima facie amounted to sedition under Section 124A as
well as causing public mischief under Section 505 of Indian Penal Code.

• The court said under Section 190 of Criminal Procedure Code, it was entitled to take
cognizance of the statements which were published in various newspapers.

• Several people, including constitutional experts, have criticized the verdict of the
apex court which on October 16 quashed the NJAC Act and revived the two-decade-
old collegium system for appointment of judges.

• The finance minister, writing in his personal capacity, had held that the SC's verdict
striking down the 99th constitutional amendment to turn the appointment of judges
into an exclusive prerogative of judiciary was tantamount to rewriting the
Constitution.
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Andhra Pradesh’s new capital Amaravati
•  The foundation stone laying ceremony for the new Amaravati city, the greenfield

capital of Andhra Pradesh, was laid by Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with
AP chief minister N Chandrababu Naidu and other dignitaries.

•  Uddandararayunipalem of Thullur mandal in Guntur district is the home of
Navyandhrapradesh, built across a green belt which is claimed to be the largest
fertile land in the country.

•  Union ministers M Venkaiah Naidu, Ashok Gajapathi Raju and Nirmala Sitaraman,
AP and Telangana Governor ESL Narasimhan and Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao were among those present on the occasion.

•  The Singapore government has prepared the master plans for the three-layered
capital – seed capital, capital city and capital region.

•  Modi also promised support for the development of new state as promised in the
AP Reorganisation Act which includes special assistance.

•  The city boasts a 17-km-long waterfront and is strategically placed between Guntur
and Vijayawada.

•  The village is located about 40 kms from Vijayawada which is the commercial hub
of the state.

•  Amidst mixed feelings of ownership and wailings by farmers who gave up their
land for the capital formation, Amaravati is expected to have over 3.5 million jobs
for 11 million people by 2035.

•  The greenfield capital region is expected to cater to population of about 14 million
by 2050. In the next one decade, the new capital is expected to host over four million
population and 1.8 million jobs.

• It is expected to become a smart, green city on about 54,000 acres of 217.23 sqkm of
land assembled, which is also a first time in the country such a large extent of land is
pooled in a span of 60 days.

•  Post bifurcation, Andhra Pradesh has signed memorandum of understandings
(MoUs) with industries for over Rs 1.2 lakh crore investments with 1.2 lakh jobs.

•  These include 18 MoUs for investing Rs 79034 crore in all sectors such as oil refinery,
electronic, automobile, cements, textile, among other industrial hub.

Niti Aayog panel suggests reforms to promote
innovation

• A government panel has recommended revisiting the Companies Act, granting more
bank licences and ushering in labour reforms to promote innovation and
entrepreneurship.

• A report of a high-powered expert committee under Niti Aayog said the Companies
Act should be so amended to ensure that regulation of listed companies is left in the
hands of stock exchanges and market regulator Sebi.

• To improve access to capital for entrepreneurs, the panel has favoured granting more
bank licences, deepening the corporate bond market, giving a level playing field for
offshore and onshore private equity and venture capital, and a stable and transparent
regulatory and taxation regime.
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China, ROK and Japan set date for key summit
• A summit between government leaders from China, the Republic of Korea and Japan

will be held in Seoul on Sunday-the latest sign of thawing ties between Beijing and
Tokyo.

• Discussions on a long-awaited free trade agreement and strategies for deeper
economic integration will be on the agenda.

• The summit will be the first of its kind between leaders from the three countries for
three years after such meetings were halted due to disputes over wartime history
and territorial issues.

• The Chinese Foreign Ministry confirmed on Monday that Premier Li Keqiang will
make an official three-day visit to the ROK from Saturday and will attend the summit.

• But it did not say if Li is scheduled to meet with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe on the summit sidelines.

• Liu Zhenmin, deputy minister of foreign affairs, said Beijing and Tokyo are still in
contact at "working-level" on this issue.

• The trilateral meeting is aimed at boosting exchanges among the three nations and
maintaining stability in the region, Liu said.

• South Korean President Park Geun-hye's office told Reuters that Park will meet with
Li in Seoul on Saturday.

• Tong Daochi, assistant minister of commerce, said China will push for "substantive
progress" in the free trade talks with Japan and the ROK, now in the eighth round of
negotiations after being started in 2012.

Aviation policy to connect remote cities better
exceeding s 5

• Joy of flying becomes a reality for the middle and lower middle classes. The Civil
Aviation Ministry on Friday introduced a new policy ensuring flying at a cost as
low as Rs 2,500 between two cities for a distance span not extending one hour of
travel.

• Dedicating the proposed draft policy to the common man, Minister of State for Civil
AviationMahesh Sharma told Mail Today "Air travel is no more a rich man's domain.

• It was long overdue and a policy ensuring air travel for common man was something
a top priority on the development agenda of PM Narendra Modi.

• He (Modi) has been talking about how to open doors of aeroplanes for the middle
class in the country. The draft policy ensures to cut down the monetary barriers in
peak rush season.''

• Sharma said the draft policy will allow every common man, especially living in
small cities, to fly at least once a year.

• On the other hand, a big infrastructure upgrade involving smaller airports and allied
services sector development fuelling economic growth is on the cards, he added.

• According to the new policy, the government has proposed to charge Rs 2,500 cap
for one hour of journey.

• Also, the Ministry of Civil aviation (MoCA) has proposed a Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) that will come into effect from April 1, 2016 and boost connectivity

http://sscportal.in/community/courses
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit


Online Coaching for SSC Exam:
http://sscportal.in/community/courses

Click Here to Buy Printed Study Kit for SSC Exams
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit

within states and regions.

• The government has also proposed revival of air strips, depending on demand, as
No-Frills Airports will be constructed at a cost not exceeding Rs 50 crore, mostly
through the AAI to increase the connectivity.
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International

Palestine flag raised at the United Nations
• The Palestinians campaigned for a General Assembly resolution that was

overwhelmingly approved on September 10 allowing the UN observer states to fly
their flags alongside those of the 193 UN member states. The Holy See and Palestine
and are the only two UN observer states.

• Abbas told the crowd it was a “historical moment” on the Palestinian road to
independence and said “the dawn is coming” when the state of Palestine will be
free. He declared that in the future September 30 will be “the day of the Palestinian
flag.”

• He then raised the black, white, green and red flag among cheers and shouts of
“Peace! Peace! Palestine.”

Pacific Rim nations close in on a landmark trade deal
• Pacific trade ministers are optimistic of closing a sweeping Pacific Rim trade deal

after progress on Friday on hurdles involving autos, dairy products and intellectual
property protections for expensive biologic drugs.

• Ministers represented in the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) talks in Atlanta met for
20 minutes before breaking for negotiators to resume work on specific issues, work
that Japan's Economy Minister Akira Amari said on Friday would likely go on all
night.

• The United States and Australia are locked in intense negotiations over the length of
time pharmaceutical companies have exclusive rights to produce and market next-
generation medicines.

• Australia is one of a group of half a dozen countries resisting a U.S. push to set a
standard of eight years protection and see five years as a red line.

• On the third day of talks, major progress had been made on another key sticking
point, the auto trade involving Japan, Canada, the United States and Mexico, Amari
said, noting countries were "one step away from completion".

• He said that Mexico, Canada and Japan had neared terms of a deal on increased
dairy market access and that the remaining issues involved New Zealand and the
United States.

• New Zealand, which has 17 percent of global dairy trade, making it the largest
exporter, has been pushing for improved access for its exports as part of the TPP.

• But the United States is unwilling to allow in more imports unless its farmers in turn
secure better access for exports in Canada and Japan.

Jerusalem’s Old City off limits for Palestinians
• Israel took the rare and drastic step of barring Palestinians from Jerusalem’s Old

City on Sunday as tensions mounted following attacks that killed two Israelis and
wounded a child.

• The restrictions will be in place for two days, with only Israelis, tourists, residents of
the area, business owners and students allowed, police said.
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• Worship at the sensitive al-Aqsa mosque compound will be limited to men aged 50
and above. There will be no age restrictions on women, and worshippers will be
allowed to enter through one specific gate. The Palestinian government denounced
“Israeli escalation” after the announcement of the ban, which Israeli Public Security
Minister Gilad Erdan called unprecedented.

• The usually bustling alleyways of the walled Old City were mostly quiet on Sunday
morning. The police fired stun grenades and rubber bullets to disperse protesters at
one gate, an AFP journalist reported.

• Some 3,00,000 Palestinians live in Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem, where the Old
City is located.

Pacific Rim countries reach landmark trade deal, U.S.
lawmakers sceptical

• The United States and 11 other Pacific Rim countries have reached a sweeping deal
to set up a free-trade zone for 40 percent of the world's economy, but the accord on
Monday faced initial scepticism in the U.S. Congress.

• The Trans-Pacific Partnership is the most ambitious trade pact in a generation and
could reshape industries and influence the cost of products from cheese to cancer
treatments, presenting key issues also for drug companies and automakers.

• Tired negotiators worked round the clock over the weekend to settle tough issues
such as monopoly rights for new biotech drugs.

• A demand by New Zealand for greater access for its dairy exports was only settled
at 5 a.m. EDT (0900 GMT) on Monday.

• Details of the pact were emerging in statements by officials after days of marathon
talks in Atlanta.

• The 12 countries will cut trade barriers and set common standards for a region
stretching from Vietnam to Canada.

• The agreement could be a legacy-defining achievement for Democratic President
Barack Obama, if it is ratified by Congress.

• Lawmakers in other TPP countries must also approve the deal, which would reduce
or eliminate tariffs on almost 18,000 categories of goods like machinery, chemicals
and food.

• The Obama administration hopes the pact will help the United States increase its
influence in East Asia to help counter the rise of China, which is not one of the TPP
nations.

• Initial reaction from U.S. lawmakers, including Democrats and Republicans, ranged
from cautious to sceptical.

• Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders, a U.S. Democratic presidential candidate, said he
was disappointed and warned the pact would cost U.S. jobs and hurt consumers.

Russia’s adventure in the Middle East is as reckless as
America’s

• When a Russian general went to the US embassy in Baghdad to announce that the
Russian air force was about to start its bombing campaign in Syria and that the
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Americans and their allies should stay out of the way, President Vladimir Putin was
making a large statement.

• That embassy, a small, homogenised city within the violent chaos of Baghdad, was
of course conceived as a vast statement of US power, after the 2003 invasion of Iraq
that was supposed to remake the Middle East.

• Instead, the region spiralled into sectarian war between Iran-led Shia and Arab Sunni,
which among other things helped spawn Isis and its cross-border jihadistan in Iraq
and Syria.

• The calculated impertinence of the general’s embassy démarche was of a piece with
Mr Putin’s UN general assembly address, with its finger-jabbing at the Americans:
“Do you realise now what you’ve done?”

• The larger point is that Mr Putin would appear to believe that by storming into Syria
he has joined and taken rightful leadership of the winning coalition in the region.

• It may look that way now. But it should not take very long for this region to teach the
Russian strongman what Americans already know: winning is a very relative idea.

• It is beyond argument that the Iraq invasion, by casually overturning a centuries-old
regional order, turned Iran into a local superpower.

• The Isis jihadis have since forged a Shia axis from Baghdad to Beirut, and down into
the Gulf.

• Washington’s Sunni Arab allies were helpless to resist it. As Prince Saud al-Faisal,
the late Saudi foreign minister, remonstrated with US secretary of state John Kerry
last year: “Daesh [Isis] is our response to your support for the Da’wa”, the Shia Islamist
ruling party in Iraq.

• Those present assumed he meant a Sunni rather than specifically Saudi response.

• Mr Putin would do well to reflect on these words. His own, histrionic words at the
UN were presumably addressed not just to the US, but also to the Sunni who were
most aggrieved by the blundering adventurism of President George W Bush, and
President Barack Obama’s combination of expansive rhetoric and operational
paralysis.

Ex-UN general assembly head among 6 held in bribery
scheme

• A former president of the United Nations general assembly turned the world body
into a "platform for profit" by accepting over $1 million in bribes and a trip to New
Orleans from a billionaire Chinese real estate mogul and other businesspeople to
pave the way for lucrative investments, a prosecutor charged Tuesday.

• John Ashe, a former UN ambassador from Antigua and Barbuda who served in the
largely ceremonial post from September 2013 to September 2014, faces conspiracy-
and bribery-related charges along with five others, including Francis Lorenzo, a
deputy UN ambassador from the Dominican Republic who lives in the Bronx.

• US attorney Preet Bharara repeatedly noted that it was early in the investigation and
told reporters that as it proceeds: "We will be asking: Is bribery business as usual at
the UN?''

• Dujarric noted that the president of the general assembly ``does not report to the
secretary-general and is completely independent in functions.'' He said the UN had
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not found any documentation of the claims involving Macau.

• Those charged in the criminal complaint unsealed Tuesday in Manhattan federal
court included Seng, who was arrested two weeks ago along with his chief assistant,
Jeff C. Yin, 29, a US citizen whose bail was revoked last week over allegations that he
lied to investigators after his arrest.

Nepal, biggest foreign policy challenge for India
• Nepal has emerged as the Narendra Modi government's biggest foreign policy

change, but worse may still come.

• The hill-terai divide has already snowballed to dangerous proportions. The worst
case scenario is that if this goes on unchecked the hill-terai divide may sow the
seeds of an East Pakistan versus West Pakistan kind of situation in Nepal in
foreseeable future.lei of AFP

• The Indian strategic community will shudder to think of this kind of scenario
becoming a reality but the key to whether Nepal goes down this road or not lies
solely with Nepal, not India.

• As far as the Indian roadmap for the current Nepal crisis is concerned it is a two-
pronged strategy: encourage dialogue among all stakeholders in Nepal and ensure
an inclusive approach that takes care of all sections.

• This is the policy and approach that India has adopted for years and this government
too is following the same policy.

• The ongoing agitation in Nepal over the controversial new constitution that the
country implemented last month, the resultant blockade by the Madhesis of supply
of essential commodities like petroleum products from India to Nepal and the ever-
deepening chasm between the people from terai (largely Madhesis and Tharus) and
hills is a recipe for disaster.

• Unfortunately, Nepal has shown unseemly hurry by rushing through its highly
questionable and divisive constitution.

• Much of the reporting in Indian media has been flawed and lop-sided which echoed
just one narrative that India has put a blockade and Nepal has no official or unofficial
blockade.

• The problem is Nepal's internal one and it is trying to externalise it by deliberately
involving India and projecting a bogey that India is close to the Madhesis because of
geographical contiguity. Nothing can be more untrue because the 'paharis' (people
from the hills) are actually closer to India than the Madhesis.

• It is Nepal's problem, not India's, if the Madhesis continue to be treated like second
class citizens. Till 1989 they needed a passport and a permit to travel to the hills.

Suu Kyi Will Lead Government if Party Wins Myanmar
Polls

• Myanmar opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi said Wednesday if her party wins
upcoming elections she will lead the country from behind the scenes - circumventing
a clause in the constitution that bars her from the presidency.

• If the Nov. 8 vote is credible, most observers believe Suu Kyi's National League for
Democracy party will win the most seats in the country's parliament.
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• By forming a coalition with smaller parties, it could control a majority.

• A clause in the 2008 constitution, drafted when the country was under military rule,
prevents Suu Kyi from taking the top job because her late husband and two children
are British nationals.

• There are no obvious alternatives within her party's ranks.

• Myanmar, a predominantly Buddhist nation of 59 million people, began moving
from a half-century of military rule toward democracy in 2011.

• Though there are many concerns - including the exclusion of ethnic Rohingya
Muslims from the process and irregularities in voting lists - most observers believe
next month's elections are the country's best chance in decades for relatively free
and credible polls.

• Under the constitution, however, the military will hold 25 percent of the seats in
parliament regardless of the outcome.

• It also will retain control of all portfolios related to national security.

Suu Kyi said in the interview, released ahead of its broadcast Wednesday night, that
the constitution needs to be amended to change that - a comment she acknowledged
was likely to anger the still-powerful military.

• Suu Kyi was under house arrest during 1990 elections that were swept by her party,
but the military annulled the results and refused to hand over power. The following
year, she won the Nobel Peace Prize, but the junta confined her to her home for
much of the next 20 years.

European Union targets people smugglers on
Mediterranean

• The European Union launched a new operation Wednesday to intercept people
smugglers on the Mediterranean Sea in an effort to halt trafficking and prevent more
deaths amid Europe's ongoing migrant and refugee crisis.

• Operation Sophia will allow navy personnel to board, search, seize and divert vessels
suspected of being used for human smuggling or trafficking in international waters
at least 12 nautical miles off the Libyan coast. Many refugees and migrants are sailing
to Italy from north Africa to escape conflict and poverty in countries including Eritrea
and Sudan.

• The operation is led by an Italian aircraft carrier and includes five warships from
Germany, Britain, France and Spain, seven planes and some helicopters.

• The EU launched the first phase of the operation, called EUNAVFOR Med, in June,
focusing on surveillance and assessing smuggling and trafficking networks.

• Last week, the International Organization for Migration said a record 522,124 migrants
and refugees arrived in Europe by sea this year, more than double the previous
high of 219,000 set in 2014.

• An estimated 130,891 of them arrived in Italy after crossing the Mediterranean, while
others crossed the Aegean Sea from Turkey, landing in Greece.

• Some 2,621 migrants drowned or went missing in the central Mediterranean so far
this year, IOM said. Deaths have also started to increase in the Aegean, where many
Syrians are heading from Turkey.
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• German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President Francois Hollande raised
issues including the migrant crisis during a rare joint address to the European
Parliament in Strasbourg on Wednesday.

• The last time a German chancellor and French president made such a joint address
was in 1989, when Helmut Kohl and Francois Mitterrand addressed the European
Parliament shortly after the Berlin Wall fell.

US-Pak nuclear deal not like the one with India
• The deal US is considering with Pakistan to limit its nuclear arsenal in exchange for

free access to nuclear material and supplies is very different from the one it has with
India.

• The US proposal, as reported by Washington Post columnist David Ignatius, is to
cap Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal and delivery systems, tying them to the defence needs
regarding India.

• In other words, the deal seems designed to cover Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal — the
warheads — fissile material and production facilities, giving US access to them.

• In return, the US will facilitate for Pakistan easier access to nuclear material and
supplies from the 38-member Nuclear Suppliers Group, which doesn’t trade with
non-NPT countries.

• The US nuclear deal with India covers only civilian use facilities, opening them to
international inspection. But it does not cover weapons and related processes at all.

• Pakistan has been seeking a nuclear deal like the one US has with India, arguing for
a “non-discriminatory approach on nuclear issues”, but hasn’t had any success, not
until now, it seems.

• Now, however, the US seems to be moving towards using Pakistan’s desire of a deal
to cap its weapons programme and delivery systems that had long been an
international concern.

• The White House refused to confirm or deny the Washington Post column saying it
doesn’t typically comment on internal discussions.

• The columnist called the move a “diplomatic blockbuster”, but warned progress
could be “slow and difficult” as “Pakistan prizes its nuclear program … and it’s not
clear if Islamabad would be willing to accept the limitations that would be required”.

• Pakistan currently has between 100 and 120 nuclear warheads in its arsenal, to India’s
80-100, but is projected to become the world’s third largest in a decade, based on its
production targets.

• The US and Russia have the largest stockpile with an estimated 1,600 each. France,
China and UK are next with 300, 250 and 225 respectively.

• A recent study by Carnegie and Stimson Center, both think tanks, suggested Pakistan
could go up to 350 in a decade based on its estimation of India’s stock of fissile
material.

ICC calls for Bashir’s arrest, Delhi says ‘no’
• The India-Africa summit to be held in Delhi in October 26-29 is expected to be a

grand affair, with a record 52 of 54 African countries confirming their acceptance.
However there may be some anxious moments as the International Criminal Court
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has called for India to arrest one of the guests expected to attend, Sudan President
Omar al-Bashir, who is wanted for war crimes by the ICC.

• However, India is not a signatory to the ICC, which is an independent international
court not part of the U.N. system which has 123 member States. Officials told The
Hindu there was no question of regarding the ICC’s plea, as the U.N. Security Council
resolution wasn’t internationally binding on non-member States.

• “We will be compliant with our statutory international legal obligations,” official
MEA spokesperson Vikas Swarup said. Mr. Bashir was invited personally by Minister
of State for External Affairs V.K. Singh, who travelled to Khartoum on September 19.

• President Omar al-Bashir has been indicted by the ICC for war crimes and genocide
during the Darfur conflict of 2003 in which 300,000 people were killed. Among the
charges against Mr. Bashir is the funding of the pro-Arab Islamist militia, Janjaweed,
accused of carrying out systematic ethnic cleansing of black non-Arab African groups
who took up arms against the Bashir government.

• In June 2015, the South African government faced deep embarrassment as a Pretoria
court issued an order to bar Mr. Bashir from leaving the country and then ordered
his arrest, when he landed in Johannesburg to attend an African Union summit.

Aleksandr Lukashenko of Belarus Wins Fifth Term as
President

• Aleksandr G. Lukashenko, the authoritarian president of Belarus, who suffered the
indignity last week of seeing one of his sharpest critics win the Nobel Prize in
Literature, won a prize of his own on Sunday: the presidency of Belarus, though that
outcome had never been in doubt.

• Mr. Lukashenko, a former collective farm director who has led Belarus for 21 years,
got nearly 83.5 percent of the vote, the Central Election Commission reported late
Sunday, trouncing three token competitors and winning a fifth term.

• Analysts of the country’s political system said the results, like those of many elections
in the old Soviet Union, had been determined long before voters marked their ballots.

• The election, in fact, would not have drawn much attention but for the announcement
on Thursday that Svetlana Alexievich, a Belarussian journalist and nonfiction writer,
had won theNobel Prize. She has long been a prominent critic of Soviet and post-
Soviet governments, including the one in Belarus.

• Aleksandr G. Lukashenko, who has led Belarus for 21 years, with his youngest son,
Nikolai, at a polling station in Minsk. CreditPool photo by Andrey Stasevich

• Speaking to reporters in Berlin on Saturday, Ms. Alexievich, who has spent periods
of her life in exile, described Sunday’s election as a rigged contest that Mr.
Lukashenko was sure to win, as always.

Iran parliament approves nuclear deal bill in victory
for Rouhani

• Iran's conservative-dominated parliament passed a bill on Tuesday approving its
nuclear deal with world powers, signaling victory for the government over hardline
opponents who worry the accord opens a door to wider rapprochement with the
West.
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• Many conservative lawmakers opposed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) that President Hassan Rouhani's government agreed with the six powers
on July 14, and the vote -- which followed a bad-tempered, rowdy debate on Sunday
-- lifts a significant hurdle to putting the deal into effect.

• With strong parliamentary backing, the bill is likely to be ratified by a clerical body
called the Guardian Council.

• The exact stance of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who has the last word
on all matters of state, is not known. To date, he has neither approved nor rejected
the agreement, but has commended the work of Rouhani's negotiating team.

• Provided Khamenei does not openly oppose it, many expect Iran will begin shutting
down parts of its nuclear program in coming weeks.

• When completed, that process will result in most international sanctions, imposed
on Iran since 2006 over concerns it was covertly seeking atomic bombs, being lifted.

• The bill also calls on Iran's government to impose strict curbs on U.N. nuclear
inspectors' access to military sites, leaving the possibility that disagreements could
still arise.

• The bill was adopted with 161 votes in favor, 59 against and 13 abstentions, the state
news agency IRNA said. It had passed a preliminary vote on Sunday by a smaller
margin, after a chaotic debate in the 290-seat chamber.

• The bill will now be submitted to the Guardian Council, a clerical vetting body, that
will either suggest amendments to the text or pass it into law.

• She added that Khamenei was now likely to support Rouhani's government in
carrying out the deal, while also highlighting parliament's insistence on limiting
access to military sites for International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors.

• The bill stipulates that inspectors from the IAEA, the U.N. nuclear watchdog, cannot
visit such sites without approval from a top Iranian security organ.

ADOPTION DAY
• Under the July 14 deal with the United States, Britain, France, Germany, Russia and

China, Tehran accepted strict limitations on its uranium enrichment program in
exchange for relief from the sanctions that have crippled its economy.

• Iran is due to start implementing the deal on October 18 or 19, known as Adoption
Day under the terms of the JCPOA. Iranian technicians will decommission thousands
of the centrifuges that refine uranium, fill the Arak heavy water reactor with concrete
and ship most of Iran's stockpile of enriched uranium abroad.

• Once the IAEA is satisfied Iran has met its obligations, which Tehran hopes to achieve
by early 2016 but could take longer, the United States, United Nations and European
Union will rescind nuclear-related sanctions.

• Some U.S. sanctions not related to the nuclear file will remain in place, but that has
not deterred foreign business delegations that have flocked to Tehran ahead of the
expected opening of markets in the oil-rich nation of 80 million people.

China overtakes US, now has world's largest middle
class

• China's middle class has overtaken the United States to become the world's largest,
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Credit Suisse said Tuesday in its latest report on global wealth.

• Asia will be the scene for the greatest expansion of the world's middle class, it
predicted.

• The Swiss bank said with 109 million adults "this year, the Chinese middle class for
the first time outnumbered" that in the United States at 92 million.

• While the number of middle class worldwide grew last year at a slower pace than
the wealthy, it "will continue to expand in emerging economies overall, with a lion's
share of that growth to occur in Asia," Credit Suisse chief executive Tidjane Thiam
said in a statement accompanying the bank's annual Global Wealth Report.

• The report said size and wealth of the middle class was a key factor in economic
development, and the middle class was often at the heart of political movements
and new consumption trends.

• The report used a floor for the middle class as having wealth double the annual
medium income for their country.

China says has not militarized South China Sea
• China has not militarized the South China Sea, but there are certain countries which

keep flexing their muscles who should stop hyping up the issue, China's Foreign
Ministry said on Wednesday.

• Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying made the comments at a daily news briefing
after U.S. Defense Secretary Ash Carter said the United States military would sail
and fly wherever international law allowed, including the disputed South China
Sea.

German Refugee Policy Row
• A fall in support and a government row over the refugee crisis raised the heat on

German Chancellor Angela Merkel today, forcing allies to defend the integrity of
her coalition.

• Germany, a favoured destination for migrants, expects 800,000 to a million new
arrivals this year. Many Germans feel the country cannot cope with the record influx.

• As tempers frayed, Merkel's conservatives met fierce resistance from their Social
Democrat (SPD) coalition partners over plans for transit zones at border crossings to
process refugees' asylum requests.

• They have had to deny such centres would resemble concentration camps.

• Asked whether the transit zone row heralded the end of the ruling coalition, Bavarian
Interior Minister Joachim Herrmann told Deutschlandfunk radio: "No! We shouldn't
talk about the failure of the coalition every time (there is an argument)."

• A Forsa poll showed support for Merkel's conservatives had dropped one percent
to 38 percent, its lowest level since June 2014.

• Merkel is trying to steer a course between pressure from her conservatives - especially
the Bavarian Christian Social Union (CSU), sister party of her Christian Democrats
(CDU) - to take a harder line on refugees and SPD opposition to the transit zones.

• Bavaria is the first point of entry for many migrants and the state has threatened to
take the government to court unless it tries to limit the flow of asylum-seekers.
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China warns against US South China Sea move
• Beijing warned on Thursday that it would "firmly oppose" infringement of its

sovereignty after indications Washington will soon send warships close to its artificial
islands in the South China Sea.

• Tensions have mounted since China transformed reefs in the area -- also claimed by
several neighbouring countries -- into small islands capable of supporting military
facilities, a move that the US says threatens freedom of navigation.

• Senior officials in Washington have signalled that the US military could sail close by
the islands in the coming days or weeks to demonstrate that Washington does not
recognise a Chinese claim to territorial waters around them.

• Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said that the country
respected freedom of navigation and overflight in the South China Sea, but would
"firmly oppose infringement of sovereignty under that pretext".

• Beijing insists it has sovereign rights to nearly all of the South China Sea, even waters
close to the coasts of other states.

• The sea is a strategically vital waterway with shipping lanes through which about a
third of all the world's traded oil passes, and the dispute has raised fears of clashes.

US budget gap for 2015 at $439 billion,
• The US budget deficit for 2015 has fallen to its lowest level in eight years, spurred by

gains in tax revenue that outpaced greater government spending.

• The Treasury Department says the deficit in the just-completed 2015 budget year
fell to USD 439 billion from USD 483 billion in 2014. It is equal to 2.5 per cent of the
economy, the smallest proportion since 2007, and below the average of the past 40
years.

• The figures come as budget battles in Washington are intensifying.

• Congress and the White House face an early November deadline to raise the nation's
borrowing limit.

• Lawmakers are also seeking a separate agreement with the Obama administration
on a budget to keep the government open past a December 11 deadline.

White House launches anti-bullying campaign in Hindi,
Punjabi, Urdu

• The White House has teamed up with a Sikh and an Asia Pacific community group
to launch a public awareness campaign to address bullying in six languages including
Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu.

•  The resources for the "Act To Change" campaign are also available in Chinese,
Korean, and Vietnamese as one out of three in the Asian American and Pacific Islander
(AAPI) community does not speak English fluently.

•  The initiative launched, in partnership with the Sikh Coalition and the Coalition of
Asian Pacifics in Entertainment, will also feature video testimonials of AAPI celebrity
athletes, artists, and entertainers.

•  "Growing up, sometimes people made me feel like an outsider; I was the perfect
storm of nerdy, gay, and Indian American," wrote Maulik Pancholy, a member of
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the President's Advisory Commission on AAPI discussing the campaign.

•  In the AAPI community, this problem is often complicated by cultural, religious,
and linguistic barriers that can keep AAPI youth from getting the help they need, he
said.

•  In addition to raising awareness, the campaign encourages AAPI youth and adults
to share their stories, engage in community dialogues, and take action against bullying.

•  The campaign website, ActToChange.org, includes video and music empowerment
playlists, and encourages one to "Take a Pledge" to join the #ActToChange movement
and stand up against bullying.

•  The Sikh Coalition has also launched a new anti-bullying awareness video. The
short five-minute film was developed for community members to share on social
media to raise awareness to the challenges that Sikh children face when confronting
this problem.

•  Sikh children are acutely vulnerable to abuse in our nation's schools, said the Sikh
Coalition's law and policy director, Arjun Singh.

Exiled Tibetans vote for new political leader
• Thousands of Tibetans worldwide voted on Sunday for a political leader to keep up

their struggle for greater freedom in China and to head their exiled government.

• Harvard-educated Lobsang Sangay, current prime minister of the exiled government
who is recontesting for the top job, is the front runner ahead of four others.

• But rival candidate Lukar Jam Atsok is looking to make waves, advocating Tibet’s
complete independence from China, rather than the exiled government’s more
moderate stance of greater autonomy for their homeland.

• In the preliminary round of voting, 87,000 exiled Tibetans in about a dozen countries
from Australia to the United States are registered to cast ballots for a prime minister
and for a new exiled 44-member parliament.

• Monks, nuns and families stood in long queues waiting to vote at the main temple
in the northern Indian hill station of Dharamsala, where the exiled government is
based.

• A final round of voting is scheduled for March next year when the new prime minister
and parliament will be announced. The election is only the second since the Dalai
Lama retired as political head four years ago.

Canada's new PM Trudeau vows to bring hope, change
• Canada's new prime minister, Justin Trudeau, is moving back to the house where he

grew up.

• The Liberal leader, son of former prime minister Pierre Trudeau, led his party to
victory in a federal election on Monday, defeating Stephen Harper's Conservatives
by a wide margin.

• While the final vote count was not yet complete, Trudeau's Liberals were on track to
win 174 of Parliament's 338 seats, according to Elections Canada.

• That means Trudeau is on track to break the record for the biggest gain in seats in an
election, which was previously held by the Conservatives, who added 111 seats in
the 1984 election.
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• It is the largest percentage increase in seats ever gained by a party in an election.

• The stunning win returns Trudeau, 43, to the prime minister's official residence at 24
Sussex Drive where he lived for almost 12 years while his father was in office.

• Trudeau, who took over a party in shambles in 2013, trailed early in the campaign,
brushed off by his opponents as being more style than substance and an intellectual
lightweight who was not ready for the job.

• But a bold pledge to run a budget deficit and boost spending to spur the economy,
as well as a positive message and his gregarious nature, helped the Liberals engineer
a turnaround.

Britain’s new counter-extremism strategy gives
government overarching powers

• Parents of children under 16 who have been influenced by extremism can now write
directly to the British Passport Office to cancel their passports, according to the
provisions of the government’s Counter-Extremism Strategy (CES), Prime Minister
David Cameron announced on Monday.

• The CES contains a raft of tough new measures that empowers the government and
its arms with far greater powers than at present in respect of pre-emptive action to
counter extremist action.

• Calling Islamic extremism the “challenge of our generation”, Mr. Cameron said that
the scheme had been tried and “comes after a series of successful court order
applications by local authorities to protect children at risk of travelling, either by
their own choice or as part of a family unit.”

• In the last year, the CES states, there were 338 counter-terrorism related arrests: 157
were linked to Syria and 56 are under 20 years old, which is a growing trend.

• The new measures beef up the ‘prevent strategy’ and will put much of the onus on
identifying extremist tendencies on institutions like schools, universities, the
government sector, charities, the National Health Service and prisons as a “statutory
duty.”

NATO nations to keep presence in Afghanistan, officials
say

• Germany, Turkey and Italy are set to keep their deployments in Afghanistan at current
levels, senior NATO officials said on Monday after the U.S. government decided to
prolong its 14-year-old military presence there.

• The Taliban's brief takeover of a provincial capital has raised concern about the
strength of Afghan state forces and both the United States and its NATO allies now
say events, rather than timetables, must dictate gradual troop reductions.

• Gen. Philip Breedlove, NATO's top commander in Europe, said he had assurances
that NATO countries will continue alongside the nearly 10,000 U.S. troops in
Afghanistan.

• While discussions of exact numbers are still continuing, the biggest national
deployments are not in doubt, he said..

• He declined to give details. But a second senior NATO official said Germany, Turkey
and Italy were willing to remain in Afghanistan at their current levels.
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• Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi said last week that Italy is considering keeping
its soldiers in Afghanistan for another year. The official said that "our understanding
is that is going to happen."

• Germany, as the top NATO-country contributor, has around 850 troops in
Afghanistan, followed by Italy with 760 and about 500 for Turkey, according to the
latest NATO data.

Hurricane Patricia, one of strongest storms ever, slams
into Mexico

• Hurricane Patricia, one of the most powerful storms on record, struck Mexico's Pacific
coast on Friday, threatening to inflict catastrophic damage as emergency teams
scrambled to evacuate thousands of people from homes and popular beach resorts.

• Blowing winds of almost 165 miles per hour (266 km/h), the Category 5 hurricane
had western Mexico on high alert, including Puerto Vallarta and smaller resorts
along the coast.

• Pamela Garcia, a spokeswoman for Mexico's meteorological service, said Patricia
hit near Punta Perula between Puerto Vallarta and the major cargo port of Manzanillo.

• US weather experts said Patricia was the strongest storm yet registered in the Western
Hemisphere, and the World Meteorogical Organization (WMO) compared it to
Typhoon Haiyan, which killed thousands in the Philippines in 2013.

• Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto said it was hard to predict what damage
would be done by the massive storm, which could be seen barreling into Mexico
from outer space.

Maldives vice president arrested over president's boat
blast

• The vice president of the Maldives will be charged with high treason after being
arrested Saturday in connection with an explosion aboard the president's boat last
month that authorities have called an assassination attempt, officials said.

• Vice President Ahmed Adeeb was arrested at the airport when he returned home
from an official visit to China ``on suspicion of involvement in the boat blast," said
police spokesman Ismail Ali, adding that Adeeb had been taken to a detention centre.

• Home Minister Umar Naseer said that Adeeb would be charged with "high treason,"
an offence not specified in the penal code, but a term used in the Maldives for
terrorism or offences against the state by government officials, lawmakers, judges
and others.

Bidhya Devi Bhandari: elected Nepal’s first female
president

• A Communist campaigner whose fight for democracy brought about the end of a
240-year Hindu monarchy in Nepal has been named as the nation’s first female
President.

• Bidhya Devi Bhandari, who is largely credited with ensuring that a third of politicians
in Nepal are now women, was deputy leader of the Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist Leninist), and had lobbied for the new constitution to require that
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either the president or vice-president be a woman.

• Nepal has been trying to shift from a male-dominated society, where women are
mostly limited to working at homes or on farms, to one in which women have equal
opportunities and legal rights.

• As a close ally and party colleague of the Prime Minister, Khadga Prasad Oli, Ms
Bhandari had been considered the favourite for the largely ceremonial job.

• Ms Bhandari said her election marked a first step toward assuring the new
constitutional “guarantees of equality” are fulfilled.

• Last week, Onsari Gharti Magar was elected as the parliament’s first female Speaker.

• Ms Bhandari took up politics in her teens, later marrying a fellow Communist, Madan
Bhandari. Ms Bhandari has been a leading political figure since 1993 when her
husband was killed in a car accident.

• Ms Bhandari replaces President Ram Baran Yadav, who was elected in 2008 for a
two-year term that was extended when efforts to draft a new constitution stalled
over seven years. “My entire interest will be the betterment of the country,” she told
reporters.

• “I will complete my responsibility towards the country and the people.”

Obama weighed patrol to counter China
• The U.S. naval challenge to China's territorial assertiveness in the South China Sea

this week came after months of frustration within the Pentagon at what some defense
officials saw as unnecessary delays by the White House and State Department in
approving the mission.

• As early as mid-May, the Pentagon was considering sending military aircraft and
ships to assert the principle of freedom of navigation around China's artificial islands
in the Spratly archipelago after Defense Secretary Ash Carter requested options to
respond to their rapid construction.

• That patrol eventually took place on Tuesday when the USS Lassen, a guided-missile
destroyer, sailed within 12 nautical miles of Subi Reef, triggering an angry rebuke
from China and threatening to ratchet up tensions between the world's two biggest
economies.

• An intense, prolonged internal U.S. debate over the patrol revealed by Reuters'
reporting appears to contradict Washington's insistence that it was simply another
routine freedom-of-navigation operation.

• The months leading up to the patrol allowed Beijing to harden its stance and,
according to some U.S. officials and security experts, blew the operation out of
proportion.

• Washington's caution also caused disquiet among some military officials in Japan
and the Philippines, both U.S. security allies, feeding concerns that China's ambitions
in the South China Sea would go unchecked.

• The Pentagon and U.S. military officials had been ready for months to carry out
patrols, but ran into "repeated stalling" from the White House and State Department,
said one U.S. defense official, who requested anonymity.
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Economy

India lost 1st T 20 to South Africa
• In a contest that produced 399 runs in 39.4 overs, a few key aspects tend to get lost in

the din. But with the advantage of hindsight, when one takes a closer look, it is not
difficult to find the moments that turned the contest on its head and gave South
Africa a 1-0 lead in the three-match T20 series here on Friday.

• The scoreboard does not reflect the ease with which South Africa chased down the
target of 200. Even when centurion Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli were setting up
their 138-run second-wicket stand, before India posted 199 for five, the South Africans
did not lose hope.

• The match-winning partnership of 105 between Duminy and Farhaan Behardien was
built on the sound foundation of 77 between A.B. de Villiers and Hashim Amla. The
fall of the openers, followed by debutant S. Arvind’s wicket of skipper Faf du Plessis
— all in the space of 18 runs — had raised visions of an Indian victory. But the
resolute fourth-wicket pair did not give the hosts another reason to rejoice.

More public sector banks cut lending rates
• Following the cut in benchmark shot-term lending (repo) rate by 0.50 per cent by the

Reserve Bank of India in its bi-monthly policy review, more banks have announced
a reduction in their benchmark lending rates.

• State-run Syndicate Bank and United Bank of India on Saturday cut their benchmark
lending rates by up to 0.30 per cent, making home and auto loans cheaper for new as
well as existing customers.

• While United Bank of India has reduced base rate to 9.65 per cent from 9.90 per cent
with effect from October 12, Syndicate Bank reduced its lending rate to 9.70 per cent.

• Allahabad Bank has informed the stock exchanges that it has cut its base rate by 25
basis points.

RBI actions to bring annual FPI funds of Rs.48,000
crore

• 50 basis points repo rate cut and slew of policy measures announced by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) in the recent monetary policy review could attract an average
annual flow of Rs.48,000 crore in government bonds from overseas investors for the
next few years, says a report.

• In a surprise move, RBI last week reduced repo rate by 50 basis points to 6.75 per
cent from 7.25 per cent.

• According to domestic rating agency India Ratings, RBI’s front loaded monetary
action and accompanying policy changes have a significant positives for fixed income
and the rupee.

• “In our view, average annual foreign portfolio investments (FPIs) in government
bonds alone would be Rs.48,000 crore (or $7.3 billion at the current exchange rate)
for the coming two and half years,” the report said.
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• This gradually augmented demand for government bonds will have a sustained,
salutary impact on bond prices or sustained decline in yields, it added.

• India Ratings sees bond yields softening in medium-term.

• In the fourth monetary policy, the RBI said the limits for FPI investment in government
securities would be increased in phases to five per cent of the outstanding stocks by
March 2018, from the current level of 3.7 per cent.

• The report said this may imply around Rs.1.2 trillion additional inflow of funds in
the next two and half years.

• Additionally, measures to enhance participation in state development loans by
bringing the FPI investment to two per cent by March 2018, are likely to enhance the
market appetite.

India home to most poor, but poverty rate lowest: World
Bank

• India was home to the largest number of poor in 2012, but its poverty rate was one of
the lowest among those countries with the largest number of poor, according to a
new World Bank report.

• A new methodology applied to household surveys in India also suggests that its
poverty rate could be even lower, the report noted.

• For 2011-12, India's poverty rate using the so-called "uniform reference period" (URP)-
based consumption was 21.2 percent.

• But a new method introduced in 2009-10 by the National Sample Survey Organization
using a shorter recall period for food items brings down the poverty rate to a
significantly lower figure of 12.4 percent.

• From a broader historical perspective, the global poverty rate has fallen by
approximately 1 percentage point a year since 1990, with rapid poverty reduction in
China and India playing a central role in this outcome, the report noted.

• Tentative projections for global poverty in 2015 suggest that the global headcount
may have reached 700 million, leading to a poverty rate of 9.6 percent.

• The number of people living in extreme poverty around the world was likely to fall
to under 10 percent of the global population in 2015, according to World Bank
projections.This gives fresh evidence that a quarter-century-long sustained reduction
in poverty is moving the world closer to the historic goal of ending poverty by 2030,
the report said.

RBI notifies hike in FPI limits for G-Secs
• The Reserve Bank of India notified on Tuesday that foreign portfolio investors (FPI)

will be able to hold up to Rs 1.66 lakh crore worth of government securities from
October 12 onwards, an increase of Rs 13,000 crore from the current limit of Rs 1.53
lakh crore.

• This will be further increased to a limit of R1.79 lakh crore by January 1, the central
bank said. FPIs have also been permitted to invest in state development loans (SDL),
which will be increased in phases to

• 2% of the outstanding stock by March 2018. This would amount to an additional
limit of about Rs 50,000 crore.
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From January onwards, FPIs can invest upto Rs 7,000
crore into SDLs.

• Over the next two-and- a half years, FPI investment limits into government bonds
and SDLs will be close to double the current figure of $30 billion allowed in
government bonds, given that the RBI has said it would increase the limits in phases
and has allowed investors to buy SDLs.

• Each tranche would entail an increase in limits by around Rs 13,000 crore for central
government securities, of which Rs 7,500 crore will be for long-term investors and
Rs 5,500 crore for others.

ICICI Bank launches mVisa-based mobile payment
service

• ICICI Bank has announced the launch of a service that enables customers to make
electronic payments from their smart phones at traditional stores, e-commerce sites,
deliveries made at home, radio taxi and utility bills among others.

• To start with, this facility has been introduced in Bengaluru with 1,500 merchants.
The bank said it will shortly extend it to other cities as well.

• The service is based on 'mVisa', a new mobile payment solution from Visa. ICICI
Bank said it is the first bank globally to launch a mobile app based 'mVisa' solution
for consumers and merchants.

• With this service, users of 'Pockets' app can make cashless payments from their
smartphones using their debit card by simply scanning a 'mVisa' quick response
(QR) code at a merchant location without swiping the card at an EDC machine.

• The service provides customers the convenience of speed to complete a transaction
along with enhanced security as the card remains in possession of the customer.

• To use this facility, a customer is simply required to click on the 'mVisa' icon on the
home screen of the 'Pockets' app.

• The app automatically activates the camera in the phone, allowing customers to
scan the QR code and enter their debit card PIN.

RBI move on loan-to-value ratio
• The RBI's move to lower loan-to-value ratios and risk weights for individual housing

loans can help bring down interest rates on home loans by another 25-30 basis points
over the next few months, says a report.

• "We expect interest rate on home loans to come down by another 25-30 bps over the
next few months, triggered by RBI's move to lower risk weights on select home loans
(up to Rs 75 lakh) where borrowers are willing to put in more money and thus lower
the loan-to-value (LTV) ratio," the report by rating agency Crisil said.AFP

• On Thursday, the banking regulator said in the case of 'individual housing loans'
falling under the category of up to Rs 30 lakh, the LTV ratio would be up to 90
percent. Earlier, the facility was available only in cases where the cost was up to Rs
20 lakh.

• For properties above Rs 30 lakh and up to Rs 75 lakh, the LTV will be up to 80
percent and those above Rs 75 lakh, it will be 75 percent.
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• A slew of banks, including State Bank of India, PNB, IDBI Bank and Bank of Baroda,
Bank of India, Axis Bank, ICICI Bank, have lowered their base rates after RBI on
September 29 reduced its repo rate by a hefty 50 bps to 6.75 percent.

• The RBI has lowered risk weights on housing loans of up to Rs 75 lakh from 50
percent to 35 percent in cases where the borrower puts in at least 20 percent of the
value of the home as own equity for loans up to Rs 30 lakh; and, 25 percent of the
value of the home as own equity for loans between Rs 30 lakh and Rs 75 lakh.

• The report said, theoretically, lower risk weights should significantly boost the return
on equity (RoE) of the mortgage portfolio of banks.

Patanjali Ayurved enters big retail with Future Group
tie-up

• Yoga Guru Ramdev has taken the plunge into big retail for the marketing of his
Patanjali Ayurved products which will jostle for space on the Future Group stores
with the goods of multinational giants such as HUL.

• Baba Ram Dev and Future Group chief Kishore Bayani on Friday announced the
partnership between the two companies in the Capital on Friday.

• The partnership will enable Ramdev's Rs 2,000 crore Patanjali empire to take the
and small cities to supermarkets in the metros and big cities to target upper middle
class households.

• Future Group expects the sales from Patanjali products to go up to Rs 1,000 crore in
the next 20 months.

• Patanjali also plans to a launch its noodles brand next week tot ake companies such
as Nestle in this segment. Ramdev said, "Our effort is to promote swadeshi and give
a tough fight to the MNCs. We would launch our noodles in the market by October
15 and it would be available across India by the end of this month.'' He said Patanjali
is also planning to launch products like pasta, oats, juices, muesli soon and is
targeting to achieve Rs 5,000 crore turnover this fiscal. "In total we would have Rs
30-40 crore business from Patanjali products in a month from our stores and later on
it would increase up to Rs 80 crore,'' Future Group CEO Kishore Biyani said.

Kingfisher diverted bank loans to tax havens
• Kingfisher Airlines had allegedly diverted a substantial chunk of Rs 4,000 crore in

loans secured from public sector banks to tax havens which has now come under the
scanner of the CBI that has expanded its probe in the matter.Reuters

• The material recovered during searches on Saturday indicated that the airlines, which
stopped flights in October 2012, has allegedly diverted part of loans taken from 11
nationalised banks, with total exposure of Rs 4,000 crore, to tax haven countries for
different purposes not specified in loan applications, sources claimed.

• They claimed that the agency will be expanding the ambit of the probe from Rs 900
crore loan from IDBI Bank to loans received from 10 other public sector banks as
well which have total additional exposure of Rs 3,100 crore to the company.

• They said the allegations of diverting the loan amount from specified purposes to
tax havens for different reasons will also be probed by the agency.

• The consortium of 17 banks had an outstanding of over Rs 7,000 crore on loans to
Kingfisher with State Bank of India having the highest exposure of Rs 1,600 crore.
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• The 10 public sector banks whose loans have come under the scrutiny of CBI, besides
IDBI, are UCO bank, Punjab National Bank, State Bank of India, Vijaya Bank, Bank
of Baroda, Corporation Bank, Bank of India, United Bank of India, State Bank of
Mysore and Indian Overseas Bank.

• The banks will have to explain reasons for extending the loan to the airlines, ignoring
its own internal report which has warned against such a move.

• The sources remained tight lipped about the countries where such transfers were
made as they feel it might compromise the information that they might be seeking
through Letters Rogatory, judicial requests, from these countries.

African Development Bank to triple climate financing
to $5 billion annually

• Dr Akinwumi Adesina, President of the African Development Bank (AfDB), has
announced that the Bank would nearly triple its annual climate financing to reach $5
billion annually by 2020.

• AfDB’s climate spending would increase to 40 per cent of its total new investments
by the targeted date.

• “Climate change is both an urgent threat and a unique opportunity,” Dr Adesina
said in the Climate Finance Ministerial Meeting co-hosted by Peru and France in
Lima as part of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) annual
conference.

• AfDB, established in 1964 and headquartered in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, is owned by
the 54 African countries and 26 non-African countries, aimed to spur sustainable
economic development and social progress in its regional member countries, thus
helping to reduce poverty through mobilising and allocating resources for
investment, providing policy advice and technical assistance.

• Half of the $5 billion would be dedicated to reducing Africa’s greenhouse gas
emissions by unlocking Africa’s enormous potential for renewable energy, especially
solar, hydro, wind and geothermal power.

• The remaining half would assist African economies adapt to climate change through
measures such as investing in climate-resilient crops, building sustainable
infrastructure and improving irrigation and access to water.

• To this end, the Bank would also be integrating climate resilience into all of the
infrastructure projects it finances.

• The Bank has committed almost $7 billion to support climate-resilient and low-carbon
development in Africa in the past four years.

• Its energy investments last year would deliver power that is 90 per cent generated
from renewable sources. The AfDB also supports the Africa Renewable Energy
Initiative and the Africa Adaptation Initiative, both endorsed by the African Union
heads of state and government.

India most attractive investment destination globally,
says EY report

• India is considered the most attractive market by international investors, according
to a report released by tax consultancy giant EY on Wednesday.
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• The report ranks India as the premier choice for investors worldwide, with 32 per
cent of respondents ranking it the most attractive market.

• While it shows India’s approval ratings as an investment destination to be more
than double that of China and six times that of Brazil, it also points out 60 per cent of
respondents placed it among their top three choices for investing.

• The second edition of the annual survey by EY explores the investment plans of
around 500 global investors, half of whom already had business in the country.

• A third each were from North America and West Europe, respectively.

• India’s outlook among investors has risen, with 37 per cent convinced it would be
among the top three economies by 2020, against 29 per cent last year.

• Existing investor experience has helped, with 70 per cent of businesses, which already
operate in India supporting that idea.

2K-cr financial inclusion fund created
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Thursday announced the creation of a new

financial inclusion fund with a corpus of Rs 2,000 crore to support “developmental
and promotional activities” like financial inclusion and research and transfer of
technology.

• After the completion of the initial five years, the RBI decided to merge both the
Financial Inclusion Fund and Financial Inclusion Technology Fund into a single
fund — Financial Inclusion Fund (FIF).

• The contribution to FIF would be from the “interest differential” in excess of 0.5 per
cent on Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) and Short Term Cooperative
Rural Credit (Refinance) Fund (STCRC) deposits on account of shortfall in priority
sector lending kept with NABARD by banks.

• Trai,RBI agree on roles in rollout of m-banking

• The new fund will be in operation for another three years or till such period as may
be decided by the RBI and the Government in consultation with other stakeholders.

• According to the Reserve Bank of India, the objectives of the Financial Inclusion
Fund will be to support “developmental and promotional activities” including
creating of financial inclusion infrastructure across the country, capacity building of
stakeholders, creation of awareness to address demand side issues, enhanced
investment in Green Information and Communication Technology (ICT) solution,
research and transfer of technology, increased technological absorption capacity of
financial service providers/users with a view to securing greater financial inclusion.
“The fund will not be utilized for normal business/banking activities,” it said.

Rajan slams IMF for ‘applauding’ easy money policies
• Reserve Bank governor Raghuram Rajan on Monday slammed International

Monetary Fund for staying on the sidelines and applauding accommodative policies
of developed nations which have created ripples in the emerging markets.

• He said central banks across the world are worried about deflation and want to
promote growth to avert it at any cost.

• “The IMF is supposed to look at these in a global sense, but the IMF has been sitting
on the sidelines applauding these kinds of policies ever since they were initiated
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and hasn’t really questioned the value of these kinds of policies,” said Rajan, who
was the former chief economist of IMF.

• IMF does spillover studies which invariably say that these policies are good for a
country and therefore good for the world, he said at an event in Mumbai.

• “Unfortunately if we look at central banking mandates across the world, no central
bank has a mandate for the world.

• “Its mandate is purely domestic...what are you going to do to elevate employment
and growth. It has to worry about the world only at second level...if I do something
which creates problems for another country and as a result demand from that country
falls off from my country’s, I should take that into account. I don’t care if I destroy
the other country completely, so long as it doesn’t import from me” he added.

Govt considering FDI in news media, plans to spend
more on digital advertising

• In his keynote address on Day 1 of the CII Big Picture Summit in New Delhi, Col.
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, Minister of State for Information & Broadcasting,
assured industry players that the government policies would be supportive and
calibrated in order to enhance the modernization and monetization of the sector.

• “In phase II of the auction of the frequencies for the radio, there was no provision for
broadcasting news.

• This was changed during the phase III auction, when private radio was allowed to
broadcast the news of the All India Radio for a specified time,” he said, hinting that
the government was open to the demand of the private broadcasters to have news
bulletins.

• Talking on the issue of foreign direct investment in the news media sector, he said,
“I can’t really say that we are going to make it happen in a given timeframe, but the
very fact that we have started thinking about it, means we have started moving ahead
with it.”

• He mentioned that a lot of initiatives were being taken by the government to support
the M&E industry in the country, such as channelizing more advertisements to the
digital media like You Tube, outsourcing some of the creative works of Doordarshan
and All India Radio to the industry. He added, “We are reducing advertisement in
newspapers and spending more on digital to increase our digital strength for future.”

Petronet pays hefty demurrage as PSUs refuse costly
gas import

• Petronet LNG Ltd, India's biggest liquefied natural gas importer, is shelling out Rs
400 crore every quarter in demurrage charges for ships idling because of its PSU
buyers refusing to buy expensive imported gas.

• The company is taking only 68 per cent of the volumes it agreed to in 25-year contracts
with RasGas of Qatar after a slump in global energy prices led to gas being available
in spot or current market a roughly half that rate.

• State-owned GAIL India Ltd, Indian Oil Corp (IOC) and Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd
(BPCL) have committed to buy all of the 7.5 million tonne a year of LNG Petronet is
to import from Qatar.
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• But with slump in global prices, they have opted to buy gas from spot market rather
than use the long-term LNG, senior officials said.

• The reduced offtake by the buyers forced Petronet to cut its purchase from RasGas.
This resulted in idling of three cryogenic ships it had chartered hired for ferrying
gas in its liquid form at sub-zero temperatures from Qatar to its import terminal at
Dahej in Gujarat.

RBI issues gold deposit norms
•  The Reserve Bank of India on Thursday issued guidelines for the Gold Monetisation

Scheme that allow banks to fix their own interest rates on gold deposits.

• The RBI notification in this regard comes ahead of the formal launch of the scheme
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 5 November.

•  The gold deposit scheme is aimed at mobilising part of an estimated 20,000 tonnes
of idle precious metal with households and institutions.

• As per the guidelines, banks will be free to set interest rate on such deposit, and
principal and interest of the deposit will be denominated in gold.

•  The interest will be credited in the deposit accounts on the respective due dates
and will be withdrawable periodically or at maturity as per the terms of the deposit,
it said.

•  "The designated banks will accept gold deposits under the Short Term (1-3 years)
Bank Deposit (STBD) as well as Medium (5-7 years) and Long (12-15 years) Term
Government Deposit Schemes.

• While the former will be accepted by banks on their own account, the latter will be
on behalf of Government of India," it said.

• The short term bank deposits will attract applicable cash reserve ratio (CRR) and
statutory liquidity ratio (SLR), it said.

• However, it said, the stock of gold mobilised under the scheme by banks will count
towards the general SLR requirement, a move that will provide additional capital to
banks for lending towards productive sectors.

• The CRR is the portion of the total deposits, which has to be kept with RBI in cash,
while SLR is the portion of deposit compulsorily parked in government securities.

Sensex Poised for Strong Start as ECB Hints At More
Stimulus

•  BSE Sensex and Nifty are set for strong start , tracking a global rally after European
Central Bank said that it is studying new stimulus measures that could be unveiled
as soon as December. The SGX CNX Nifty traded 89 points higher at 8,335.

Here are the latest developments:

1) The European Central Bank on Thursday signalled its readiness to inject more
stimulus, spurring a global rally.

2) Analysts say the stimulus measures, if announced, will benefit risk assets like equities
and commodities. Emerging markets like India could be a big beneficiary, they add.

3) After European Central Bank's hint of further stimulus measures the dollar today
scaled a fresh two-month peak against the euro.
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4) However, the global strength of the dollar could put some pressure on the rupee
which closed at 65.12 against the greenback on Wednesday.

5) Asian markets were firm today with Japan's Nikkei stock index surging over 2 per
cent.

6) Wipro's shares will be in focus after the outsourcer announced in-line Q2 earnings.
But its outlook for the third quarter has disappointed the Street.

7) Commodity-based metal and oil & gas stocks are also likely to be in focus after gain
in global crude prices.

8) Among Nifty stocks, Cairn India and Idea Cellular will also be in focus after they
announced results after market hours on Wednesday.

9) Analysts say that 8,400 levels on the upside remain a strong hurdle for Nifty.

10) Foreign investors have been strong buyers of Indian equities so far this month,
supporting sentiments. They have bought Indian shares worth over Rs 4,000 crore
(net) in the cash market so far this month. Domestic investors, however, resorted to
profit booking and sold shares worth over Rs 2000 crore (net) so far this month.

RBI retains dominant role in Monetary Policy
Committee

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has retained its authority and dominant role in
deciding interest rates and setting inflation targets for the country.

• The proposed Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) will have three nominees from
the central bank, including the governor, three independent nominees, and one
government nominee, as per the Cabinet note moved on Friday by the finance
ministry.

• The announcement of the MPC was made by finance minister Arun Jaitley in the
Budget early this year. The RBI governor Raghuram Rajan was in favour of such an
arrangement that is followed by several leading central banks around the world,
including the US Federal Reserve.

• However, the government recently faced flak for a proposal that called for a seven-
member MPC containing four government nominees and did not allow for a veto
for the RBI chief.

• Experts had criticised the proposal, claiming a government-dominated monetary
committee would undermine the central bank's ability to keep inflation under control.

• The finance ministry on Friday said it has moved a Cabinet note on setting up the
MPC, which will retain dominant role of the RBI in the proposed interest-rate setting
panel, according to PTI.

• The revised draft of the Indian Financial Code (IFC), released by the ministry in July,
had suggested doing away with RBI governor's veto power and proposed a seven-
member committee to take decisions by a majority vote.

• Under the current system, RBI governor is appointed by the government, but controls
monetary policy and has veto power over the existing advisory committee of RBI
members and outside appointees that sets rates.

• The formal objective of the MPC is to maintain price stability along with growth,
said a ministry official. The MPC will also set inflation targets.
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•  Apart from the RBI governor, the central bank can nominate two members - one
deputy RBI governor and an officer - and one non-voting member from the
government.

Centre unveils policy for capital goods industry
• The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government on Friday released the draft

of a National Capital Goods Policy that envisages increasing the share of capital
goods from 12% to 20% of total value manufacturing by 2025.

• The government wants to double production of capital goods—which include
equipment and machinery used to produce other goods—to more than Rs.5 trillion
from Rs.2.2 trillion now. A significant part of the increased production will be
exported to overseas markets.

• The policy is aimed at turning India into “one of the top capital goods producing
nations of the world”, the policy draft said.

• In the draft policy, released by department of heavy industries, the government said
that it plans to increase exports to 40% of total production, from Rs.62,000 crore to
Rs.2 trillion by 2025, which will enable India’s share of global exports in capital
goods to increase to 2.5% from less than 1% now.

• It also aims to increase the share of domestic production in India’s capital goods
demand from 56% to 80% by 2025 and, in the process, improve domestic capacity
utilization to 80-90%.

• The policy aims to create 3.5 million more jobs by 2025.

• It will also play an important role in improving India’s trade balance. India currently
has an overall trade deficit of $138 billion.

• The country imports $20 billion worth of capital goods every year.

• In recent years, production of capital goods sector has vastly lagged behind targets.
The former Planning Commission targeted a growth rate of 16.8% every year in the
production of capital goods in the 12th Five-year Plan period (2012-17), but the sector’s
compounded annual growth has only been 0.3%.

• The policy is an offshoot of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ambitious “Make In
India” campaign that seeks to attract foreign investment into manufacturing and
accelerate economic growth..

IndiGo Launches India's Biggest IPO in 3 Years
• InterGlobe Aviation, which operates the low-cost IndiGo airline, will hit the primary

market on Tuesday with an aim to raise a little over Rs 3,000 crore.

• India's biggest airline according to market share is aiming at a valuation of around
$4 billion (Rs 26,000 crore) through the initial public offer (IPO), which is India's
biggest since 2012.

Here are 10 things to know about IndiGo IPO:

1) IndiGo shares, with a face value of Rs 10, can be bought in a price band of Rs 700 to
Rs 765 starting today. Shares can be bought in multiples of 15. The IPO will close for
subscription on October 29.

2) The IndiGo IPO comprises fresh issue of shares worth Rs 1,270 crore. Promoters and
non-promoters are selling shares worth about Rs 1,750 crore. Together, the share
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sale can rake in up to Rs 3,000 crore. Post issue, the promoter holding is expected to
come down to 85 per cent from 93 per cent currently.

3) Ahead of the IPO, investment arms of foreign firms including Goldman Sachs, Fidelity,
BlackRock, etc. bought IndiGo shares reserved for cornerstone investors at Rs 765
each, the top end of the IPO indicative price range, helping the airline to raise Rs 830
crore and flagging strong investor appetite for the offering.

4) IndiGo has a net debt of Rs 3,912 crore, all of which is related to aircraft purchases,
according to President Aditya Ghosh. IndiGo plans to use the proceeds to retire Rs
1,166 crore of debt, while the remaining amount will be used to fuel expansion, the
company said. IndiGo has 430 aircraft on order from Airbus.

5) There was some controversy ahead of the IPO as InterGlobe's net worth (total assets
minus total liabilities of a company) slipped to a negative Rs 139 crore at the end of
June 2015. The company, however, clarified that the airline's net worth is back in
positive in the September quarter.

6) IndiGo has been the only consistently profitable airline in the country for the last
seven years. Industry experts say the focus on cost by IndiGo's management team
has helped the airline to avoid the amount of debt that is weighing down the likes of
Jet Airways and Air India.

7) IndiGo, which started flying in 2006, has risen rapidly to command almost 40 per
cent market share in the domestic market. It also has one of the country's biggest
fleets - 97 aircraft at present - allowing it to fly more frequently than other carriers.
The average age of its fleet is around four years, which saves fuel costs.

8) IndiGo keeps costs low by buying just one type of aircraft from one supplier -- Airbus
-- as well as selling and leasing back planes, and keeping maintenance costs low,
experts have said. It has also benefited from its track record on punctuality, while
falls in fuel costs have helped to boost revenue.

9) IndiGo was set up in 2006 by businessman Rahul Bhatia and Rakesh Gangwal, a
former CEO for U.S. Airways Group.

10) Shares in listed carriers have rallied sharply in the run-up to IndiGo's IPO. In last
one month, SpiceJet shares have rallied 55 per cent while Jet Airways shares have
surged over 20 per cent as compared to 5 per cent gain in the broader Nifty.

India beats China to regain biggest gold consumer tag
• India regained its top position from China as the biggest overall consumer of gold

in the first nine months this year with a total consumption of 642 tonnes, a survey
said.

• China is trailing by just 63 tonnes at total consumption of 579 tonnes in the first nine
months, according to GFMS Gold Survey Q3 2015 Review and Outlook.

• In India, jewellery consumption increased by 5% year-on-year to an estimated 193
tonnes in Q3 2015, the highest quarterly consumption since Q1 2011 and the highest
third quarter demand since 2008, the report published by Thomson Reuters stated.

• Retail investment rose 30% year-on-year to 55 tonnes, the highest since Q4 2013. The
increase in demand in the third quarter is primarily attributed to the fall in local
gold prices to the lowest since August 2011.

• The total official gold imports to India in the third quarter increased by 23% to 263%,
which is the highest quarterly volume year-to date.
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• In China, after a lack lustre second quarter this year, which was the lowest second
quarter recorded since 2011, gold demand rebounded in the third quarter.

• Total gold demand amounted to 196 tonnes for the period, a modest 3% year on-
year improvement.

• The improvement in gold demand during the third quarter was driven by factors
like the yellow metal regaining its attractiveness as an alternative investment vehicle
as investors turned cautious of the equity markets.

• Demand for the precious metal, both in the form of jewellery and investment bars,
picked up immediately after gold price breached $1,100 in mid-July, also helped by
rise in seasonal demand, lead by Chinese Valentine's Day in August and the Autumn
festival in September.

• The official depreciation of the yuan, which was announced on August 11, also
boosted gold demand.

Videocon launches world’s first LED hybrid TV cum PC
priced at Rs 39,990

• Videocon, in partnership with Microsoft Corporation, today launched Windows 10
powered world’s first LED hybrid TV cum PC at a starting price of Rs 39,990. The
TV, which can also work as a personal computer, will be available in the market
next month.

• Dhoot said the company expects to have at least 5 per cent sales of H2 period coming
from the Windows operated TV and three per cent from the Android operating sets.

• He added that the company would launch the larger screen sizes of 55 and 65 inches
along with one small size of 24 inches by the end of this year after getting the response
from the market.

• Videocon, which has a network of around 55,000 point of sales, would initially
introduce it to around 60 stores located in the upmarket areas and to other places in
a phase wise manner.

• The company has priced 40 inch and 32 inch Windows operated panels at Rs 52,990
and Rs 39,990, respectively.

10 things about Sovereign Gold Bonds
• In a bid to bring down the import of gold and to give an alternative to buy physical

gold, the Finance Ministry has announced the Sovereign Gold Bondscheme. This is
the first tranche of the gold bond scheme and subsequent tranches would be notified
later, it added.

• The borrowing through gold bonds will form a part of the market borrowing
programme of the government. The bonds will be issued by the Reserve Bank.

• Here are ten things you need to know about investing in sovereign gold bonds

1) The gold bond scheme has been announced to give an alternative to consumers in
place of physical gold.

2) The minimum permissible bond should be worth 2 grams of gold, and the maximum
can be 500 grams.

3) The Sovereign Gold Bonds will be open for public subscription from November 5 to
20th. The bonds will be eventually issued on November 26. The Sovereign Gold

http://sscportal.in/community/courses
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit


Online Coaching for SSC Exam:
http://sscportal.in/community/courses

Click Here to Buy Printed Study Kit for SSC Exams
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit

Bonds will offer an interest rate of 2.75%. The interest will be payable semi-annually
on the initial value of investment. There would also be a commission of 1% on the
subscription amount for distribution of bonds.

4) The bonds will be sold through banks and designated post offices as may be notified
by the Finance Ministry.

5) The tenor of the bond will be for a period of eight years with exit option from 5th
year to be exercised on the interest payment dates.

6) The price of the bond will be fixed in rupee terms, on the basis of the previous
week's (Monday - Friday) simple average of closing price of gold of 999 purity
published by the India Bullion and Jewellers Association Ltd. The same procedure
would be followed for calculating the redemption price for the bonds.

7) The interest earned on gold bonds would be taxable, and capital gains tax shall be
levied as in case of physical gold, the statement said.

8) The bonds can be used as collateral for loans and the loan-to-value (LTV) ratio will
be set equal to ordinary gold loan mandated by the Reserve Bank from time to time.

9) The bonds will be tradable on exchanges and will be eligible for Statutory Liquidity
Ratio.

10) The bonds will be restricted for sale to resident Indian entities including individuals,
HUFs, trusts, universities and charitable institutions.
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Science & Technologies

At 17,600 feet DRDO inaugurates new R&D centre in
Changla

• The Defence Research and Development Organisation on Saturday inaugurated an
Extreme Altitude Research Centre at Changla in Jammu and Kashmir at 17,600 feet
above mean sea level, the world's highest terrestrial Research and Development
centre.

• It has been established by Defence Institute of High Altitude Research (DIHAR),
Leh, a constituent establishment of Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO).

• The centre, 75 km off Leh town towards Pangong lake, is poised to be the world's
highest terrestrial R&D centre in the cold desert of Ladakh, where the temperature
goes as low as -40 degrees Celsius during extreme winter months coupled with
reduced atmospheric pressure and humidity besides high wind velocity and UV
radiation.

• The centre was inaugurated by DRDO chief S Christopher, who highlighted its utility
for R&D work in frontal areas of food and agriculture and bio-medical sciences

for well being of the soldiers deployed in high-altitude
cold desert.

• Defence R&D and DG (Life Sciences) Bhuvnesh Kumar said that new centre, besides
undertaking life sciences activities, may provide unique opportunity to other labs
and establishments of DRDO for testing and evaluation of electronics and
communication devices, testing of materials for high altitude applications, batteries,
fuel cells, UAV's micro engines among others.

NASA reveals detailed outline of its plans to send
humans to Mars

• The US space agency has released a detailed outline of its plans to send manned
mission to Mars.

• In a report titled “NASA’s Journey to Mars: Pioneering Next Steps in Space
Exploration,” agency administrator Charles Bolden said that NASA is closer to
sending American astronauts to Mars than at any point in our history.

• “Today, we are publishing additional details about our journey to Mars plan and
how we are aligning all of our work in support of this goal.

• “In the coming weeks, I look forward to continuing to discuss the details of our plan
with members of Congress, as well as our commercial and our international partners,
many of whom will be attending the International Astronautical Congress next week,”
he said in a statement.

• The journey to Mars crosses three thresholds, each with increasing challenges as
humans move farther from Earth.

• The “Earth Reliant” exploration is focused on research aboard the International Space
Station.
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• “From this world-class microgravity laboratory, we are testing technologies and
advancing human health and performance research that will enable deep space, long
duration missions,” Mr Bolden added.

• Future Mars missions will represent a collaborative effort between NASA and its
partners — a global achievement that marks a transition in humanity’s expansion as
we go to Mars to seek the potential for sustainable life beyond Earth.

Melting of Antarctic ice shelves may double by 2050
• The surface melting of Antarctic ice shelves may double by 2050 and surpass

intensities associated with ice shelf collapse by 2100 if greenhouse gas emissions
continue at the present rate, a new study has warned.

• Ice shelves are the floating extensions of the continent’s massive land-based ice sheets,
researchers said. While the melting or breakup of floating ice shelves does not directly
raise sea level, ice shelves do have a “door stop” effect: They slow the flow of ice
from glaciers and ice sheets into the ocean, where it melts and raises sea levels.

• “Our results illustrate just how rapidly melting in Antarctica can intensify in a
warming climate,” said Luke Trusel, lead author and postdoctoral scholar at Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI) in US.

• “This has already occurred in places like the Antarctic Peninsula where we’ve
observed warming and abrupt ice shelf collapses in the last few decades,” said Trusel.

• To study how melting evolves over time and to predict future ice sheet melting
along the entire Antarctic coastline, the scientists combined satellite observations of
ice surface melting with climate model simulations under scenarios of intermediate
and high levels of greenhouse gas emissions until the year 2100.

• The results indicate a strong potential for the doubling of Antarctica-wide ice sheet
surface melting by 2050, under either emissions scenario.

• However, between 2050 and 2100, the models show a significant divergence between
the two scenarios.

• Under the high-emissions climate scenario, by 2100 ice sheet surface melting
approaches or exceeds intensities associated with ice shelf collapse in the past.

Genetically engineered viruses improve efficiency of
solar cells

• Researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) have used genetically
engineered viruses to achieve a significant efficiency boost in a light-harvesting system
used in solar cells.

• Nature has had billions of years to perfect photosynthesis, which directly or indirectly
supports virtually all life on Earth.

• In that time, the process has achieved almost 100% efficiency in transporting the
energy of sunlight from receptors to reaction centres where it can be harnessed - a
performance vastly better than even the best solar cells.

• One way plants achieve this efficiency is by making use of the exotic effects of
quantum mechanics - effects sometimes known as "quantum weirdness."

• These effects, which include the ability of a particle to exist in more than one place at
a time, have now been used by engineers at MIT to achieve a significant efficiency
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boost in a light-harvesting system.

• The researchers at MIT and Eni, the Italian energy company, achieved this new
approach to solar energy not with high-tech materials or microchips - but by using
genetically engineered viruses.

• According to MIT professor Seth Lloyd in photosynthesis, a photon hits a receptor
called a chromophore, which in turn produces an exciton - a quantum particle of
energy.

• This exciton jumps from one chromophore to another until it reaches a reaction centre,
where that energy is harnessed to build the molecules that support life.

Ozone Depletion by Refrigerators, Automobile ACs
Small but Measurable:

• A class of chemical coolants used in refrigerators and in home and automobile air
conditioners contributes to ozone depletion by a small but measurable amount, says
a new Nasa study.

• The ozone layer comprises a belt of ozone molecules located primarily in the lower
stratosphere.

• It is responsible for absorbing most of the sun's harmful ultraviolet radiation before
it reaches Earth's surface.

• The researchers estimated that the common chemical coolants known as
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) will cause a 0.035 percent decrease in ozone by 2050.

• The study, which focused on the five types of HFCs expected to contribute the most
to global warming in 2050, found that the gases indirectly contribute to ozone
depletion.

• HFC emissions cause increased warming of the stratosphere, speeding up the
chemical reactions that destroy ozone molecules, and they also decrease ozone levels
in the tropics by accelerating the upward movement of ozone-poor air, the findings
showed.

• HFCs have been adopted as replacements for chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) and
hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFC) in refrigerators and in home and automobile air
conditioners

• CFCs were largely responsible for the ozone depletion first observed by scientists in
the 1980s, most notably the ozone hole above Antarctica, which continues today.

• But the scientists also found that HFCs have a nearly linear impact on stratospheric
temperature and ozone change.

• For example, reducing HFC emissions by 50 percent would decrease the ozone change
by a comparable amount.
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Sports

BCCI set to elect new president
• The BCCI has called a Special General Meeting (SGM) on October 4 to elect its new

President with Nagpur lawyer Shashank Manohar emerging as a "consensus"
candidate.

• Apprising media of the development, BCCI Secretary Anurag Thakur said the
meeting will be held in Mumbai and scrutiny of the nominations will be done on
October 3.

• The Supreme Court hearing on Srinivasan's eligibility on attendingBCCI meeting is
slated for October 5.

• Thakur said Srinivasan can not attend the meeting but he was not barred from casting
his vote.

• Manohar, who has served as BCCI President from 2008 to 2011, has agreed for a
second innings as BCCI chief after initially refusing to come into picture.

• Jagmohan Dalmiya's demise left the post vacant and most likely the new CAB
President and former Indian skipper Sourav Ganguly is likely to propose Manohar's
name for the post.

Indian women’s cricket team 4th in ICC multi-format
rankings

•  The Indian women’s cricket team is now fourth in the latest ICC team rankings with
the new and innovative multi-format system in place.

•  The new rankings system will incorporate the results of Twenty20, ODI and Test
matches and then come out with a single rating.

•  Not surprisingly, Australia are ranked number one following its success in the ICC
Women’s World Cup 2013 in India and the World Twenty20 2014 in Bangladesh.

•  It also leads the ICC Women’s Championship, which is the qualifying tournament
for the 2017 World Cup.

•  England are ranked second in the 10-team table, 10 points behind Australia, followed
by New Zealand (109), India (105), West Indies (99), South Africa (92), Pakistan (81),
Sri Lanka (74), Bangladesh (57) and Ireland (26). Teams will be added to the table as
and when they reach the required standard.

•  The launch of the ICC Women’s Team Rankings is part of the ICC’s long-term
commitment to investing, incentivising, promoting and publicising women’s cricket,
which has already started to drive substantial increase in public interest and
participation as well as a marked improvement in the standard of the international
game.

•  The world’s fourth-ranked batswoman and Indian captain Mithali Raj said, “I am
happy to know that the ICC has launched the ICC Women’s Team Rankings. There
will now be added context when the sides play in bilateral series as victories will
not only edge teams closer to the ICC Women’s World Cup but will also be rewarded
in terms of improvement in rankings.
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Indian Super League kicks off to a grand start
• The Chennaiyin FC fans filled the Jawaharlal Nehru stadium – or as they would call

it ‘Marina Arena’ – with a sea of blue as they turned up in huge numbers to cheer the
home team against last year’s title winners, Atletico De Kolkata, in the second edition
of Indian Super League.

• They waved the blue flags and wore their team jerseys, kept chanting the names of
home stars every time they touched the ball. The crowd went ‘Elano, Elano’, each
time he took a corner or dodged past a defender.

• The high point glitzy opening ceremony, which saw performances by Aliaa Bhatt,
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and A.R. Rahman, belongs to Tamil superstar Rajinikanth,
who presented the match ball.

• Later on, Rajinikanth shared a buggy ride with Little Master Sachin Tendulkar inside
the ground sending the crowd into a selfie-frenzy as they tried to get the two Indian
icons in the same frame as themselves.

• While Chennayin FC fans completely outnumbered the away fans, Atletico De Kolkata
fans were vocal as well and were seen cheering their team.

India lose 2nd T 20 to South Africa
• Having slumped to an embarrassing T20 series defeat against South Africa, limited

overs captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni said that "one bad performance per year" serves
him a timely reminder that one should not use "too much brain" in shortest format.

• "On and off, we have seen performances like these in T20s. Every year, we at least
have one performance, where we are not up to the mark.

• Maybe this is the performance and we will play freely in the next games," Dhoni
told mediapersons after losing the second T20 international by sic wickets.

• Although spoken in a lighter vein, Dhoni did say that not playing freely and over-
thinking can complicate matters in T20 cricket.. AFP

• Dhoni also backed his spinners as Ravichandran Ashwin was once again a revelation
taking 3/24 despite defending a paltry 93. "If you see spinners have been our strength.
I don't think there was a lot of assistance for them but they have got the experience to
use the bounce and during times when the wicket is keeping low.

India vs South Africa, 3rd T20I: Pictures, banners of
Jagmohan Dalmiya spread all around Eden Gardens

• As the Eden Gardens gears up to host the India-South Africa Twenty20 International
(T20I) on Thursday, late cricket czar Jagmohan Dalmiya—for whom the ground was
his second home—seems omnipresent in pictures, banners and recollections.

• Associated with the Eden Gardens-headquartered Cricket Association of Bengal
(CAB) as a cricket administrator since the 1970s, Dalmiya passed away on September
20 while he was helming the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI).

• Amid a flurry of activities to make the match a success, the CAB mandarins seemed
nostalgic as Dalmiya’s name cropped up in their discussions time and again

• Dalmiya, who held on to the CAB president’s post from 1993 till his death, except a
19-month hiatus between December, 2006 and July, 2008, used to be the central figure
whenever any cricket match was played at the Eden.
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• Be it the 1987 Reliance World Cup final, or the historic return of South Africa in 1991
to international cricket after the apartheid era, or other top flight international matches
over the past four decades — Dalmiya was more often than not responsible for the
matches being awarded to Kolkata.

• He would always lead the organising efforts from the front, from resolving the
numerous knotty issues through his legendary negotiating skills, to playing the
perfect host to the invitees from the world of cricket, politics or other vocations who
trooped into the colosseum on such big occasions.

South Africa whitewash India take series 2-0
• The third and final Twenty20 international between India and South Africa at Eden

Gardens was washed out without a ball being bowled, giving the tourists the series
2-0.

• No play was possible after a heavy evening shower left the ground water-logged.

• The forecasted rain arrived about an hour and a half before the scheduled start of
play, and while it did not last for more than 30 minutes the damage was enough to
get the Eden Gardens ground staff into overdrive mode.

• The match referee and umpires convened several times to inspect the pitch and
conditions, but too much water had seeped into various spots on the outfield and
ultimately, after three official inspections the decision was taken to call off the match
soon after 9:30pm IST.

• The teams now move into the five-match ODI series, the first of which is in Kanpur
on Sunday.

Blatter fights ban as FIFA plans October 20 crisis talks
• FIFA president Sepp Blatter appealed against the 90-day ban that forced him out of

office, his lawyers confirmed Friday, as world football's sleaze-tainted governing
body headed into months of turmoil over how to find a new leader.

• As the drama intensified Friday, FIFA announced that an extraordinary meeting of
its executive committee would meet in Zurich on October 20.

• Some senior FIFA members had suggested the meeting could discuss postponing
the election to replace Blatter -- who has already announced he will stand down --
currently slated for February 26.

• The row over Blatter's suspension had already taken a fresh twist as FIFA's ethics
watchdog rejected the 79-year-old's claims he was not allowed to give evidence before
he was banned, saying he was given "all his rights".

• Blatter's lawyers confirmed they had filed an official appeal and asked for further
hearings with the ethics committee.

• The New York Times earlier reported that Blatter had complained that he only found
out about his suspension after it was made public.

• But ethics committee spokesman Andreas Bantel said Blatter had been given the
chance to put his case on October 1.

India loss to SA in 1st ODI
• It has been the talking point for a while, whether Mahendra Singh Dhoni still carries
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his hitting ability. On Saturday, the skipper again ended up spooning a return catch
after India entered the last over of the match needing 11 to win. His dismissal left
India needing seven runs from three deliveries and they lost by five runs.

• The Dhoni of old would have smashed young paceman Kagiso Rabada’s short
delivery over midwicket for six.

• This time, he got it too high on his bat. It could be wrong shot selection, but the
situation left him with no other option as Dhoni, like on earlier occasions, had dragged
the match to the last over.

• Much as he would have wanted to avoid such a situation again by coming ahead of
Suresh Raina, in the end he had adopted a gambit that has failed on the last few
occasions.

• For his lack of big hits, Dhoni ran phenomenally well to put pressure on the South
Africa fielders. But he also needed his hands to pull off big shots. His legs could do
only so much.

• When he was in form, it was up to Dhoni how far he wanted to drag the match as he
had tremendous ability to pull off victories.

• It was he who began the trend of finishing very late, which led everyone to believe
it’s possible every single time.

• But the time has come to revisit that gambit. Once, even his teammate Gautam
Gambhir had questioned that method in Australia. If you have wickets in hand and
some overs are left, why drag it instead of going for the kill.

Younis Khan set to pass Javed Miandad’s Test scoring
record

• Former Pakistan cricket captain Younis Khan is poised to surpass compatriot Javed
Miandad as the team’s greatest Test match run scorer, but he refuses to be considered
the equal of a man he describes as a ‘legend and an idol’.

• The 37-year-old needs just 19 more runs in the three-Test series against England
starting in the UAE on Tuesday to pass Miandad’s tally of 8,832 runs scored in 124
matches during an illustrious career which stretched from 1976 to 1993.

• Younis has so far scored 8,814 runs in 101 Tests, with a Pakistan record of 30 centuries.
“It would be great to achieve the record. I never thought I would do it at the start of
my career,” said Younis. “Passing Miandad would be great but I am in no way close
to the great man who is a legend of Pakistan cricket.”

• The veteran batsman is in great nick, having smashed a brilliant undefeated 171 in
Pakistan’s last Test against Sri Lanka at Pallekele in July. The knock helped Pakistan
chase down their highest target of 377 to win a Test. His score was the highest in the
fourth innings of a Test by a Pakistani batsman.

• That century was also Younis’s fifth in a fourth innings of a Test -- a new record in
the history of the game. India’s Sunil Gavaskar, Australia’s Ricky Ponting, Ramnaresh
Sarwan of the West Indies and South African Graeme Smith have all scored four
each.

India thrashed 3-0 by Oman,World Cup Qualifier:
• Indian football team's abject humilation continued as they slumped to their fifth
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consecutive defeat in the 2018 FIFA World Cup qualifying round, losing 0-3 to Oman
in an away game on Tuesday.

• For the hosts, Ahmed Kano Mubarak scored in the 55th minute while Abdul Aziz Al
Muqbali scored in the 67th and 85th minute to round off the tally. Oman had won
the first leg encounter in Bengaluru 2-1.

• India thus stay at the bottom of the heap having conceded as many as 12 goals in
their five games, managing to score only thrice.qualifying football match against
Oman. AFP

• At the Sultan Qaboos sports Complex, the Indian team barely managed to hold fort
during the first 45 minutes as it ended with Oman failing to break the deadlock.

• However, the repeated raids and the relentless pressure on the defence meant that
scoring the first goal was only a matter of time.

• Stephen Constantine's boys were defending with eight to nine men in their defensive
third at one point of time.

Netherlands fail to qualify for Euro 2016
• The Netherlands' hopes of a dramatic rescue act in Euro 2016 qualification evaporated

as they conceded two first-half goals and eventually lost 3-2 at home to 10-man Czech
Republic on Tuesday.

• The Dutch, third at the World Cup in Brazil last year, had to win their final qualifier
and hope Turkey lost at home to Iceland to sneak into third place in Group A and
book a slot in next month's playoffs.

• However, defeat consigned the Netherlands to fourth spot behind the Turks, who
won 1-0 to secure a place at the finals as the best third-placed team, while the Czechs
topped the group..

• The Netherlands were crowned European champions in 1988 and were third in 1992,
2000 and 2004. They went out at the group stage of the last edition in Poland and
Ukraine in 2012.

People wait with open swords, says Dhoni
• MS Dhoni praised his bowlers, especially the spinners, for performing well under

pressure to provide India with a win at the Holkar stadium.

• The Indian skipper singled out Axar Patel and Harbhajan Singh, who were playing
their first match in the series. "I am happy with the way they bowled and got India
early breakthroughs at crucial times," he said.

• But he also had a word or two for the critics who had written him off. "It is not an
easy game that we play, a lot of people wait with open swords and want you to
make mistakes and have fun with it," he said after the win.

• "It was a good game for us. There were a few soft dismissals and we didn't score
something which was par on this wicket.

• We didn't start well with our bowling but our spinners did well and gave us the
breakthrough and later the pacers also came into action and gave us those wickets.

Zaheer Khan: retires from international cricket
• In sports writing, the phrase "one of the best" is used liberally. It is a term easily
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produced when culling a list of exceptional performances or to summarise a
sportsperson's career without necessarily having to quantify the claim; it is assumed
that once you take that person's name, their achievements speak for themselves.

• With time and excessive usage, "one of the best" runs the risk of being bandied
about too easily.

• It is a term of appreciation and respect, and yet it can easily end up being somewhat
perfunctory.

• In the case of Zaheer Khan, who on Thursday announced his retirement from
international cricket, the phrase actually holds true: he actually was one of India's
best fast bowlers and, for two periods in his international career, on par with the best
in the world.

• From an Indian context, on a thin list of genuine fast bowlers, Zaheer rightly occupied
a place because of his wickets and skill with a cricket ball in his hand, new and old.

• Think Indian fast bowling and the three names that will come to mind are Kapil
Dev, Javagal Srinath and Zaheer.

• Why? Chiefly, for success, longevity and that key ingredient so often lacking in Indian
bowlers - pace.

• There were other quicks who showed glimpses of lengthy, luminous careers: Ajit
Agarkar, Ashish Nehra, Munaf Patel, Sreesanth - has any other Indian bowler bowled
the seam so upright as he did in Johannesburg in 2006? - and Irfan Pathan. But for
whatever reason, they never matched the promise and potential.

BCCI to invite bids for new IPL teams to replace CSK,
Rajasthan Royals

• The ninth edition of the Indian Premier League (IPL) is set to see two new teams
take the field after the BCCI on Sunday said it will float a tender and invite bids for
new franchises to replace the Chennai Super Kings and Rajasthan Royals for the
next two years of the popular twenty20 tournament.

• The BCCI said that it will implement in toto the interim report of the Supreme Court-
appointed Justice Lodha committee, which recommends the suspension of the owners
of both CSK and RR for two seasons following a betting scandal.

• The two suspended franchises will return for the 2018 edition, the cricket board said
after a working committee meeting in Mumbai on Sunday. The decision to draft in
two-new teams for two years means that the IPL would remain an eight-team league.

• The names and composition of the two new teams are not known. However, following
the Lodha Committee’s recommendations in July, several leading business figures
and corporate houses had expressed their interest in bidding for the franchises.

• According to media reports, they included Gautam Adani (Adani Group), Venugopal
Dhoot (Videocon Group), Harsh Goenka (RPG Group), PVP Ventures and the JSW
Group.

• The BCCI also announced that Vivo Mobile India, the Indian arm of Guangdong-
based Chinese mobile communications firm Vivo Electronics Ltd will replace
PepsiCo as the title sponsor of the IPL for the next two seasons.

• Vivo, as per a BCCI media release, is to give the bank guarantee in the next ten
days.” The move comes after PepsiCo confirmed its intention to exit the title
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sponsorship of the IPL earlier this month, citing concerns over the BCCI’s handling
of the IPL betting and spot-fixing controversy and its aftermath.

• In 2012, PepsiCo paid Rs.396.8 crore or $71.77 million for the IPL’s title sponsorship
between 2013 and 2017.

• As per the contract, PepsiCo paid Rs. 206 crore for the first three years and was
supposed to pay Rs. 190 crore for the remainder of the five-year deal. PepsiCo has
paid the BCCI a bank guarantee of Rs. 78 crore.

• In a detailed e-mail response to queries about the project, the BCCI said, “The BCCI
has certain standard operating procedures (SOPs) but considering the scale of its
operations, a need was felt to have the SOPs vetted by an outside agency to make
them more exhaustive.”

AIFF Appoints Bhaichung Bhutia as Advisor
• All India Football Federation (AIFF) on Sunday appointed former India captain

Bhaichung Bhutia as the advisor for “overall issues of the game and the Federation”.

• AIFF President Praful Patel tweeted: “Have appointed Bhaichung Bhutia as Advisor
to #AIFF and myself for the overall issues of the game and the Federation. “Welcome
on board #Bhaichung. First call improving the #Indian National team and readying
the boys for World Cup U17. #AIFF,” Patel wrote.

• AIFF general Secretary Kushal Das said that the Federation would seek Bhutia’s
suggestions in a lot of matters concerning the game. “We look up to Bhaichung to
advice us on improving the national team’s performance and also help in the
development of the squad for the 2017 FIFA U-17 World Cup,” Das said in a release.

• “Furthermore, we look forward to his advice on the licensing criteria of State FAs,
development of clubs and all other domestic competitions, both men and women
and across all age groups,” Das stated. Bhutia, who is already the chairman of AIFF
Technical Committee, told AIFF’s official twitter handle @AIFFMedia that he was
“looking forward” to the role.

ICC,pulls Aleem Dar out of India-SA series
• The rising wave of extremism and social intolerance across the country wormed its

way into cricket with world body ICC deciding to withdraw prominent Pakistani
umpire Aleem Dar from officiating in the remaining matches in the ongoing India-
South Africa series.

• The ICC decision also put an immediate question mark on India's ability to safely
host the World T20 event next year.

• Dar was scheduled to officiate in the fourth and fifth ODIs of the ongoing series in
Chennai and Mumbai respectively.

• The decision came hours after the Shiv Sena stormed its way into the Indian cricket
board (BCCI) headquarters in Mumbai to disrupt talks with the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB).

• They also threatened to disallow Dar from officiating in the Mumbai ODI.

• A senior BCCI official told TOI that the decision to remove Dar - coupled with the
disruption of talks by the Sena between board president Shashank Mahohar and his
Pakistani counterpart Shaharyar Khan - could have a bearing on the ICC World T20
event scheduled to be held in India next March.

http://sscportal.in/community/courses
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit


Online Coaching for SSC Exam:
http://sscportal.in/community/courses

Click Here to Buy Printed Study Kit for SSC Exams
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit

Kohli’s 23rd: A century very different
•  A bitter run out and a 50 in a lost cause, Virat Kohli was not in great ODI space

against South Africa with the calendar year 2015 proving to be his leanest year ever.

• His last century had come eight months back and the criticism that his bat was falling
silent was quietly growing on him.

•  On Thursday afternoon, Virat played an uncharacteristic knock, deliberately and
decidedly different from many of his specials.

•  His 138 on a sultry afternoon was a knock full of conscious calls, super safe approach
and a runner’s delight.

•  Virat exhibited two shades of his batsmanship: one part dealt in playing smart cricket
without really being boundary-hungry, the other part in the style he generally
exhibits.

BCCI Members Divided Over Manohar Proposals
• The BCCI is proposing a host of changes in rules and regulations, which will come

up for discussion at the annual general meeting on November 9.

• Members feel the Supreme Court’s intervention in board matters which led to the
Lodha Commission’s inquiry is the driving force behind this attempt to repair image,
which has been damaged after the IPL betting and spot-fixing scandal.

• According to some board members, appointing an independent observer to monitor
conflict of interest, changes in methods of electing office bearers, putting in place a
system to check how board grants are used and limiting the number of members in
sub-committees are among the changes proposed.

• The working committee has already discussed these and AGM is the place where a
majority of members are expected to express their views.

Pak may refrain team from participating in ICC World
T20 2016 in India,

• Pakistan cricket chief Shaharyar Khan said today that if India turn down a proposed
series in December-January then it would be possible that Islamabad would prevent
Pakistan from featuring in next year’s World Twenty20.

• The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has called on India to honour a Memorandum of
Understanding under which the arch-rivals agreed to play six series from 2015-2023
— pending clearance from both governments — the first of which is this year in the
United Arab Emirates

• But the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has yet to give a final response
on the series comprising of two Tests, five one-dayers and two Twenty20
internationals.

• Talks between the two Boards failed to get going on Monday after Shiv Sena activists
attacked the BCCI office in Mumbai, protesting any cricket with Pakistan

• India and Pakistan have not played a full bilateral cricket series since 2007 after
New Delhi stalled the ties in the aftermath of terrorists attacks on Mumbai in 2008,
blamed on militants based across the border.
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WI Women On Top In ICC Championship
• West Indies Women trounced Pakistan Women by six wickets in the final one-day

international cricket match on Saturday night to clinch the four-match series 3-1 and
join Australia at the top of the International Cricket Council (ICC) Women's
Championship.

• Chasing a modest 183 for victory at the Beausejour Cricket Stadium, the hosts
cantered home in the 43rd over with their inspirational captain, Stafanie Taylor,
stroking an attractive unbeaten 87 from 107 deliveries, to pick up the Player-of-the-
Match award.

• The win was the Windies Women's third on the trot after losing the opening game
two Fridays ago and more importantly, saw them sweep the contests designated as
ICC Championship games and grab the six vital points required to move to the top
of the points table alongside the Aussies on 16 points.

• A qualifying tournament for the 2017 Women's World Cup, the top four sides from
the Championship will gain automatic qualification for the event scheduled for
England.

Dhoni wasn't flexible enough in handling bowlers:
Gavaskar

• Critical of the way Mahendra Singh Dhoni rotated Indian bowlers during the crushing
loss to South Africa in the ODI series-decider, former skipper Sunil Gavaskar said
the captain was just not flexible enough in his approach.

• The home side lost the match by a massive 214 runs in Mumbai last night, giving
South Africa their first bilateral series win on Indian soil.

• The Indians crumbled while chasing a mammoth target of 439 after the visiting team
rode on swashbuckling hundreds by opener Quinton de Kock, Faf du Plessis and
captain AB de Villiers.

• The home bowlers cut a sorry figure in the face of the Proteas assault and all of them
conceded over 6 runs an over.

India steady at No. 2, Kohli rises in ICC ODI rankings
• The series loss to South Africa notwithstanding, India held on to their second spot in

the team list, while star batsman Virat Kohli rose up a rung to second in the batsmen’s
table of the latest ICC ODI cricket rankings issued on Monday.

• South Africa retained their third position but reduced second-ranked India’s
advantage to two points in the rankings following the 3-2 series victory, which
concluded with a mammoth 214-run victory in Mumbai on Monday.

• The Proteas went into the series on 110 points, five adrift of MS Dhoni’s men, but AB
de Villiers’ side fought back after conceding early ground to clinch the series in a
dramatic final game.

• Meanwhile, as a consequence of the 3-2 home series defeat, Zimbabwe have stayed
in 10th place, a fraction ahead of Ireland, with Afghanistan one more point behind
following their historic inaugural series victory over a Test playing country.

• By stint of a series of impressive batting displays the top 10 has re-jigged and a
number of Proteas batsmen have risen in the ICC Player Rankings for ODI Batsmen.
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• Skipper de Villiers retained his number one ranking, and is now 96 points clear of
Kohli in second place, after scoring three centuries (104 not out, 112 and 119) in five
matches.

• Hashim Amla has dropped three places to fifth, while Dhoni has moved up two
places to sixth and holds an 11-point advantage over his teammate Shikhar Dhawan.

• There is a career high jump of seven places for Faf du Plessis who is level in 10th
place with wicketkeeper Quinton de Kock, up 13 places after scoring 318 runs in the
series, including 103 and a match-winning 109 in the decider.

• There were also gains for Rohit Sharma (up three places to 12th) and career high
gains for Ajinkya Rahane (up 11 to 27th) and Farhaan Behardien (up 12 to 76th).

• Following the series in Zimbabwe the following batsmen have also risen up the
rankings; Sikandar Raza (up 14 to 40th), Sean Williams (up seven to 44th), Mohammad
Nabi (up 19 to a career-high 47th) and Craig Ervine (up 19 to 61st), while Noor Ali
Zadran has broken into the top 100 for the first time after vaulting 26 places to 93rd.

• In the ICC Players Rankings for ODI Bowlers, Australia’s Mitchell Starc has returned
to the top of tree as Imran Tahir has slipped four places in the top 10. Dale Steyn has
dropped one place to sixth, although Morne Morkel has climbed three places to
eighth, and is now six points behind Mitchell Johnson, after claiming seven wickets
for 132 runs in three matches.

• R Ashwin has dropped a place to 10th, while a number of other bowlers have made
significant gains across both series including Axar Patel (up 19 to 28th), Amit Mishra
(up 13 to 32nd), Dawlat Zadran (up 69 to a career-high 34th), Mohit Sharma (up four
to 44th) and young Proteas paceman Kagiso Rabada has risen 58 places to a career-
high 49th after being the joint-leading wicket-taker in the series alongside Steyn with
10.

Silver Not Sterling Effort for Deepika in World Cup Final
• Istanbul 2011, Tokyo 2012, Paris 2013 and now Mexico City 2015 – Deepika Kumari

can’t seem to catch a break! Despite much promise, the recurve archer’s dreams of
winning her maiden World Cup Final gold medal were dashed yet again on Sunday.

• The Ranchi lass collected the fourth such silver of her career in a 2-6 loss to 19-year-
old Choi Misun, the World No 1 from South Korea.

• The 21-year-old, who failed to qualify last year, was in fine form as she pipped
Japan’s Kaori Kawanaka in the quarterfinals and Le Chien-Ying of Chinese Taipei in
the semifinals by the identical score of 6-4. But, as in years past, the final hurdle
stayed insurmountable.

• “I’m quite disappointed because gold is what I was aiming for. It just doesn’t seem
to come my way. However, I believe I can win it one day — there’s no reason to
believe otherwise. Until then, silver will have to do,” she told Express

•  It’s funny how perspective changes the way one looks at things. Finishing runner-
up is a fine feat, except for a former champion... or even a four-time silver medallist.

• It’s more of a bittersweet moment then; an invisible barrier preventing someone
from achieving what they deserve.

• Lokesh Pal, mentor to compound silver medallist Abhishek Verma, was one of
Deepika’s first coaches when she debuted in 2008. He feels that although her
preparation was perfect, the reality of having lost a similar final before comes back
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to haunt competitors from time to time.

England’s Joe Root leapfrogs Steve Smith at top of ICC
batting rankings

• Root’s 159 runs in his two innings in Dubai were not enough to stop England going
1-0 down with one to play after the second Test against Pakistan.

• But the prolific No4, who with 1,278 has made more Test runs than anyone this year,
is back at the top of the table – by just three ranking points from Smith.

• The Yorkshireman’s seesaw battle with the new Australia captain for the ICC’s No1
spot has lasted throughout 2015.

• It will be Root too who has the next opportunity to further enhance his standing
when England face Pakistan again in Sharjah in the final Test on Sunday. The all-
time Pakistan Test leading run-scorer, Younus Khan, is also back up in the table, to
fifth, after his hundred and half-century in Dubai.

• The Pakistan leg-spinner Yasir Shah took eight wickets in the second Test, a driving
force in the hosts’ 178-run win and also a performance which has taken him above
the England seamers James Anderson and Stuart Broad into second place in the
bowlers’ rankings behind only South Africa’s Dale Steyn.

A guide to the FIFA presidential candidates
• The FIFA presidential election on Feb. 26 will be a 7-man race. For now, at least.

• FIFA signed off Wednesday that seven of the eight entries filed valid nominations
from at least five of FIFA’s 209 member federations. Former Trinidad and Tobago
player David Nakhid was excluded because one of his five also supported another
contender.

• The next step is approval of official candidates within about two weeks. That will
come from FIFA’s election committee led by Domenico Scala.

• Scala’s three-man group will decide after getting results of integrity checks by the
FIFA ethics committee. Each candidate must also show an active football role for at
least two of the past five years.

• Still, Scala’s announcement next month won’t be the last word on candidacies.

• Vetting of Michel Platini is on hold until his FIFA ethics case is resolved.

Bangladesh to host 2016 Asia Cup
• Bangladesh will host the Asia Cup cricket for the third time running in February and

March despite recent security fears which prompted Australia to cancel a tour, the
national cricket chief said.

• At a meeting in Singapore this week, the Asian Cricket Council decided Bangladesh
will hold the tournament, to be played in the Twenty20 format for the first time, just
before the ICC World T20 in neighbouring India.

• Test nations Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka will get direct entry.
Afghanistan, Oman, Hong Kong and the United Arab Emirates will play a qualifying
tournament in November in the UAE for the fifth place.

• Bangladesh also hosted the tournament in 2012 and 2014, along with 2000 and 1988.
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• Australia’s cricketers had been due to play a two-Test series in Bangladesh this month
but the tour was scrapped after official Australian warnings that militants may attack
Western interests.

• Safety fears for foreigners have heightened in Muslim-majority Bangladesh after the
recent murders of an Italian aid worker and a Japanese farmer which were claimed
by the Islamic State group.

Indian Badminton League season 2 launched
• Badminton Association of India's (BAI) grand plans to revive the Indian Badminton

League (IBL) might not be as smooth as expected.

• On the day the sport's governing body in India announced that IBL 2 will return
with a stronger field after a two-year gap, the league's former commercial partner
Sporty Solutionz has filed a petition in the Delh High Court to 'protect its intellectual
property rights.

• IBL 2 is scheduled to be held from January 2 to 17.

• BAI had terminated the contract with Sporty Solutionz last year citing 'contractual
issues' after the inaugural edition of the IBL in 2013.

• An annoyed BAI president Akhilesh Das Gupta termed Sporty Solutionz's action a
way to create 'dirty sensation'.

• "Anybody can file a case and it's one's right. But there is no substance in it. Badminton
in India is solely BAI's intellectual property, since we are the recognized federation
by the government and come under RTI.

• They have filed a case to create dirty sensation. They didn't reply to our termination
letter for more than six months.
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Awards and Prizes

Nobel laureate hopes work could pave way to fusion
power

• Canadian Arthur McDonald, who shared the Nobel Physics Prize with Takaaki Kajita
of Japan, said today he hoped their work on neutrinos could pave the way to nuclear
fusion power.

• Neutrinos are subatomic particles created as the result of nuclear reactions, such as
the process that makes the Sun shine.

• The prevailing theory was long that neutrinos had no mass, but work carried out
separately in underground labs by teams led by Kajita in Japan and McDonald in
Canada showed that this was not the case.

• Speaking on Canada's public broadcaster CBC, McDonald said his work on the
particles could be used for "measuring the fusion reactions that power the Sun."

• In contrast to nuclear fission, nuclear fusion holds out promise of a cheap, plentiful
and safe form of power.

• Understanding how fusion works in the Sun would help efforts to replicate the
process -- on an infinitely smaller scale -- on Earth.

• At age 72, Arthur McDonald said winning the Nobel Prize brought him back many
years.

Belarusian author Svetlana Alexievich wins Literature
Nobel

• The Nobel Prize 2015 in Literature went to 67-year-old Belarusian author Svetlana
Alexievich.

• The Nobel was awarded “for her polyphonic writings, a monument to suffering and
courage in our time”.

• Ms. Alexievich is the 14th women Literature Laureate.

• Ms. Alexievich used the skills of a journalist to create literature chronicling the great
tragedies of the Soviet Union and its collapse- World War II, the Soviet war in
Afghanistan, the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster and the suicides that ensued from
the death of Communism.

• The academy’s permanent secretary, Sara Danius, told that Swedish broadcaster SVT
that she reached the writer just before the announcement.

• The daughter of two village schoolteachers, Alexievich studied journalism in Belarus,
which at the time was part of the Soviet Union.

• She now lives in Minsk, the capital of Belarus, and like many intellectuals supports
the political opponents of authoritarian President Alexander Lukashenko, who is
up for re—election on Sunday.

• Last year’s literature award went to French writer Patrick Modiano.

• This year’s medicine prize went to scientists from Japan, the U.S. and China who
discovered drugs to fight malaria and other tropical diseases.
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• Japanese and Canadian scientists won the physics prize for discovering that tiny
particles called neutrinos have mass.

• The Nobel announcements continue with the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday and the
economics award on Monday.

Over the years, 10 individuals from Africa have been
honoured for their efforts:

• 1960 South Africa's Albert Lutuli, president of the African National Congress:

"The Nobel Committee for the second time chose a prize-winner who was being
persecuted by his own authorities"

• 1978 Egypt's President Anwar al-Sadat shared with Israeli Prime Minister Menachem
Begin:

"After having taken the initiative in negotiating a peace treaty between the two
countries"

• 1984 South Africa's Desmond Tutu, secretary-general of the South African Council
of Churches - now emeritus Archbishop of Cape Town:

"The Committee has attached importance to Desmond Tutu's role as a unifying leader
figure in the campaign to resolve the problem of apartheid in South Africa"

• 1993 South Africa's anti-apartheid leader Nelson Mandela, who became the country's
first democratically elected president, and apartheid President FW de Klerk:

Image captionNelson Mandela spent 27 years in jail
under apatheid

"For their work for the peaceful termination of the apartheid regime, and for laying
the foundations for a new democratic South Africa"

• 2001 Ghana's Kofi Annan, UN secretary general, shared with the United Nations:

"For their work for a better organised and more peaceful world"

• 2004 Kenya's Wangari Maathai, environmentalist and founder of the Green Belt
Movement:

Image captionWangari Maathai was Africa's first female peace laureate

"For her contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace"

• 2005 Egypt's Mohamed ElBaradei, head of the UN's nuclear watchdog, shared with
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):

"For their efforts to prevent nuclear energy from being used for military purposes
and to ensure that nuclear energy for peaceful purposes is used in the safest possible
way"

• 2011 Liberia's President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and peace activist Leymah Gbowee,
shared with Tawakkol Karman from Yemen:

"For their non-violent struggle for the safety of women and for women's rights to full
participation in peace-building work"

• 2015 Tunisia's National Dialogue Quartet, a group of four organisations: the Tunisian
General Labour Union, the Tunisian Confederation of Industry, Trade and
Handicrafts, the Tunisian Human Rights League, and the Tunisian Order of Lawyers:
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• "For its decisive contribution to the building of a pluralistic democracy in Tunisia in
the wake of the Jasmine Revolution of 2011."

Kailash Satyarthi awarded Humanitarian of the Year
Award

• Indian Nobel Laureate Kailash Satyarthi has been selected for the prestigious Harvard
Humanitarian of the Year Award, it was announced on Wednesday.

• The annual award by the prestigious Harvard University is given to an individual
whose works and deeds have served to improve the quality of lives and have inspired
us to greater heights.

• The award ceremony is scheduled to take place on October 16, at the Harvard
University, a press statement said.

• In past, the prestigious award has been conferred upon some notable luminaries
including: former UN Secretary- Generals Kofi Annan, Boutros Boutros-Ghali and
Javier Perez de Cuellar; and Nobel laureates Jose Ramos-Horta, Bishop Desmond
Tutu, John Hume and Elie Wiesel; Ethel Kennedy and R C Gorman.

• Additionally, Satyarthi has been championing the cause of child reform and ending
all forms of violence against children.

• He has been at the forefront of driving these agendas into The Sustainable
Development Goals announced at The United Nations SDG Summit in September.

Saudi blogger Raif Badawi wins EU's Sakharov rights
prize

• Saudi blogger Raif Badawi, who has been sentenced to 1,000 lashes and 10 years in
jail for insulting Islam and for cyber crime, was awarded the European Union's prize
for human rights and freedom of thought on Thursday.

• Badawi received the first of his 50 lashes in January, prompting strong criticism in
Western countries of the kingdom's human rights record, including its restrictive
laws on political and religious expression and the status of Saudi women.

• This month in London, he was given the International Writer of Courage award and
was co-recipient of the PEN Pinter Prize.

• Saudi Arabia's ambassador in London on Monday threatened "potentially serious
repercussions" for its ties with Britain unless a more respectful discourse developed.

• British lawmaker Syed Kamall, a member of the European assembly who nominated
Badawi for the EU prize, said, "Saudi Arabia can lock up the man and they can lash
him, but they will only strengthen amongst his countrymen the yearning for free
speech and debate that he stands for."

• A Jeddah court handed Badawi his sentence in 2012 after he criticized the Saudi
clergy in a blog and called for changes in the way religion is practiced in Saudi
Arabia.
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